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PREFACE 


In recent years there has been a marked tendency in college mathe¬ 
matics programs toward an earlier and more intensive use of the methods 
of calculus. This change is made in response to the fact that college 
students are faced with more and more applications of mathematics in 
engineering, physics, chemistry, and other fields. There is a pressing need 
for a working knowledge of calculus as early as possible. Consequently 
many teachers are making a close scrutiny of the traditional topics of 
freshman mathematics. This is done in an effort, to determine the ma¬ 
terial and emphasis which will lay the best foundation for the study of 
calculus. 

In the light of present needs, this analytic geometry is planned primarily 
as a preparation for calculus. With this end in mind, a few of the usual 
topics are not included and certain others are treated with brevity. The 
omitted material, consisting of an appreciable amount of the geometry of 
circles and a number of minor items, is not essential to the study of calculus. 
The time saved by cutting traditional material provides opportunity for 
emphasizing the necessary basic principles and for introducing new con¬ 
cepts which point more directly toward the calculus. 

Students come to analytic geometry with a rather limited experience in 
graphing. Principally they have dealt with the graphs of linear and cer¬ 
tain quadratic equations. Hence it seems well to let this be the starting 
point. Accordingly, the first chapter deals with functions and graphs. 
In order that this part shall go beyond a review of old material, the ideas 
of intercepts, symmetry, excluded values, and asymptotes are considered. 

Most students in algebra are told (without proof) that the graph of a 

linear equation in two variables is a straight line. Taking cognizance of 

this situation, it appears logical to prove directly from the equation that 

the graph of Ax + By +-(?. = 0 is a straight line. Having established this 

act, the equation can be altered in a straightforward procedure to yield 

various special forms. The normal form, however, receives only incidental 
mention. 


The transformation of coordinates concept is introduced preceding a 

systematic study of conics. Taken early or late in the course, this is a 

difficult idea for the students. By its early use, however, the students 

may see that a general second degree equation can be reduced to a simple 

iorm. Thus there is established a logical basis for investigating conics by 
means of the simple equations. 

dutid h °»t 8 l e;npl0yin ?.u Si,, l Ple f< T S ' the second de S rec equation is intro- 
anance with the traditional procedure. As with the linear 
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equation, it seems logical to build on the previous instruction given to the 
students. In algebra they have drawn graphs of conies. The words 
circle, parabola, ellipse, and hyperbola are familiar to many of them. In 
fact, some students can classify the type of conic if the equation has no xy 
term. Tying in with this state of preparation, the conic may naturally 
and logically be defined analytically rather than as the locus of a moving 
point. The equations then lend themselves to the establishment of various 
geometric properties. 

In harmony with the idea of laying a foundation for calculus, a chapter 
is given to the use of the derivatives of polynomials and of negative integral 
powers of a variable. Applications are made in constructing graphs, and 
some maxima and minima problems of a practical nature are considered. 

The chapter on curve fitting applies the method of least squares in 
fitting a straight line to empirical data. 

Many students come to calculus with little understanding of polar coor¬ 
dinates, therefore polar coordinates are discussed quite fully, and there is 
an abundance of problems. 

The elements of solid analytic geometry are treated in two concluding 
chapters. The first of these takes up quadric surfaces and the second deals 
with planes and lines. This order is chosen because a class which takes 
only one of the two chapters should preferably study the space illustrations 
of second degree equations. Vectors are introduced and applied in the 
study of planes and lines. This study is facilitated, of course, by the use 
of vectors, and a further advantage is gained by giving the students a 
brief encounter with this valuable concept. 

The six numerical tables provided in the Appendix, though brief, are 
fully adequate to meet the needs which arise in the problems. 

Answers to odd-numbered problems are bound in the book. All of the 
answers are available in pamphlet form to teachers. 

The book is written for a course of three semester hours. While an 
exceptionally well prepared group of students will be able to cover the 
entire book in a course of this length, there will be excess material for 
many classes. It is suggested that omissions may be made from Chapters 
7 and 8, Sections 6-7, 9-8, 12-7, and 12-8. 

The author is indebted to Professor B. H. Gere, Hamilton College, 
Professor Morris Kline, New York University, and Professor Eric Reissner, 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Each of these men read the 
manuscript at various stages of its development and made numerous 
helpful suggestions for improvement. 

G. F. 

January, 1954 
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CHAPTER 1 


FUNCTIONS AND GRAPHS 


1-1 Introduction. Previous to the seventeenth century, algebra and 
geometry were largely distinct mathematical sciences, each having been 
developed independently of the other. In 1637, however, a French mathe¬ 
matician and philosopher, Rend Descartes, published his La Gtometrie, 
which introduced a device for unifying these two branches of mathematics. 
The basic feature of this new process, now called analytic geometry , is the 
use of a coordinate system. By means of coordinate systems algebraic 
methods can be applied powerfully in the study of geometry, and perhaps 
of still greater importance is the advantage gained by algebra through the 
pictorial representation of algebraic equations. Since the time of Descartes 
analytic geometry has had a tremendous impact on the development of 
mathematical knowledge. And today analytic methods enter vitally 
into the diverse theoretical and practical applications of mathematics. 


^“2 Rectangular coordinates. We shall describe the rectangular co¬ 
ordinate system which the student has previously met in elementary 
algebra and trigonometry. This is the most common coordinate system 

and is sometimes called the rectangular Cartesian system in honor of 
Descartes. 

• D n a T t ' V0 P er Pendicular lines meeting at O (Fig. 1-1). The point O 
is called the origin and the lines are called the axes, OX the x-axis and OY 
the y- axis. The x-axis is usually drawn horizontally and is frequently 
referred to as the horizontal axis, and the y-axis is called the vertical axis. 
The axes divide their plane into four parts called quadrants. The quad¬ 
rants are numbered I, II, III, and IV, as in Fig. l-l. Next select anv 

axes 611 The d* t * ! * y off distances from the origin along the 

“t Je'totfT 7, 8 the ^ are defined as 

and those to the left are taken as negative. Similarly, distances upward 
negative 6 "* defined “ POsitive and those *nmw.rd are called 
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Figure 1-1 


abscissa and ordinate, are called the coordinates of the point. The coor¬ 
dinates are indicated by writing the abscissa first and enclosing both 
numbers by parentheses. For example, P(—2,3), or just (—2,3), stands 
for the point whose abscissa is —2 and whose ordinate is 3. 

To plot a point of given coordinates means to measure the proper dis¬ 
tances from the axes and to mark the point thus determined. Points 
can be more readily and accurately plotted by the use of coordinate paper, 
that is, paper ruled off into small squares. It is easy to plot a point whose 
coordinates are distances from the axes to an intersection of two rulings. 
For other coordinate values the point is not at a corner of one of the small 
squares and its position within or on the side of the square must be esti¬ 
mated. If a coordinate is an irrational number, a decimal approximation 
is used in plotting the point. 

We assume that to any pair of real numbers (coordinates) there corre¬ 
sponds one definite point of the coordinate plane. Conversely, we assume 
that to each point of the plane there corresponds one definite pair of coor¬ 
dinates. This relation of points in a plane and pairs of real numbers is 
called a one-to-one correspondence. 

Exercise 1-1 

1. Plot the points whose coordinates are (4,3), (4,-3), ( — 4,3), (-4,-3), 
(5,0), (0,-2), and (0,0). 

2. Plot the points whose coordinates are ($,$), (?,f), (V. - *)> (V.£)> ( v/ 2» 1 )» 
(V3.V3), (\/5, — vTo). (See Table I in the Appendix to obtain square roots.) 



1-3) VARIABLES AND FUNCTIONS 3 

3. Draw the triangles whose vertices are (a) (2,-1), (0,4), (5,1); (b) (2,-3), 
(4,4), (-2,3). 

4. In which quadrant does a point lie if (a) both coordinates are positive, 
(b) both are negative? 

5. Where may a point lie if (a) its ordinate is zero, (b) its abscissa is zero? 

6 . What points have their abscissas equal to 2? For what points are the 
ordinates equal to —2? 

7. Where may a po int be jf ( a ) abscissa is equal to its ordinate, (b) its 
abscissa is equal to the negative of its ordinate? 

8 . Draw the right triangle and find the lengths of the sides and hypotenuse 
if the coordinates of the vertices are (a) (—1,1), (3,1), (3,-2); (b) (-5,3), (7,3), 
(7,-2). 

9. Two vertices of an equilateral triangle are (3,0) and (-3,0). Find the 
coordinates of the third vertex and the area of the triangle. 

10. The points >1(0,0), /?(5,1), and C(l,3) are vertices of a parallelogram. Find 
the coordinates of the fourth vertex (a) if BC is a diagonal, (b) if AB is a diagonal, 
(c) if AC is a diagonal. 


1-3 Variables and functions. Numbers, and letters standing for num¬ 
bers, are used in mathematics. The numbers, of course, are fixed in 
value A letter may stand for a fixed number which is unknown or un¬ 
specified. The numbers and letters standing for fixed quantities are 
called constants. Letters are also used as symbols which may assume 

different numerical values. When employed for this purpose, the letter 
is said to be a variable. 

For example we may use the formula c = 2a-r to find the circumference 
of any circle of known radius. The letters c and r are variables; they 
play a different role from the fixed numbers 2 and A quadratic expres- 
sion in the variable x may be represented by 


ax 2 + bx + c, 

where we regard a, b, and c as unspecified constants which assume fixed 
values in a particular problem or situation. 

Vanable quantities are often related in such a way that one variable 
depends on another for its values. The relationship of variables L ® 

thru g W P t h e ,n bo m ok thematiCS ' and ^ Sha " bE C ° nCemed With this H- 


Definition. 
mined when a 
function of x. 


If a definite value or set of values of a variable y is deter - 
vanable x takes any one of its values, then y is said to be a 


equation 6 "™ 016 between tw ° variables is expressed by an 

cumference and ^ 
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to r, the value of c is determined. Hence c is a function of r. The radius 
is also a function of the circumference, since r is determined when c is 
given a value. 

Usually we assign values to one variable and find the corresponding 
values of the other. The variable to which we assign values is called the 
independent variable, and the other, the dependent variable. 

The equation x 2 — y 4- 2 = 0 expresses a relation between the variables 
x and y. Either may be regarded as the independent variable. Solving 
for y, the equation becomes y = x 2 + 2. In this form we consi der x the 
independent variable. When expressed in the form x = ± V y — 2, we 
consider y the independent variable. We notice from the equation 
y = x 2 + 2 that y takes only one value for each value given to x. The 
variable y therefore is said to be a single-valued function of x. On the 
other hand, taking y as the independent variable, we see that for each 
value given to y there are two corresponding values of x. Hence x is a 
double-valued function of y. 

Restrictions are usually placed on the values which a variable may 
take. We shall consider variables which have only real values. This 
requirement means that the independent variable can be assigned only 
those real values for which the corresponding values of the dependent 
variable are also real. The totality of values which a variable may take 
is called the range of the variable. In the equation c = 2*7-, giving the 
circumference of a circle as a function of the radius, r and c take only 
positive values. Hence the range for each variable consists of all positive 
numbers. The equation 


V9 - x* 



expresses y as a function of x. The permissible values of x are those 
from —3 to 3 with the exception of 2. The value 2 would make the 
denominator zero, and must be excluded because division by zero is not 
defined. This range of x may be written symbolically as 

-3 < x < 2, 2 < x < 3. 

1-4 Useful notation for functions. Suppose that y = x 2 — 3x + 5. To 
indicate that y is a function of x, we write the symbol y(x). Using this 
notation, the equation is written as 

y(x) = x 7 — 3x + 5. 

The symbol r/(x) is read y function of x, or, more simply, y of x. In a 
problem where there are different functions of x we could designate them 
by different letters such as /(x), ^(x), and h(x). Letters other than x, of 
course, could stand for the independent variable. 
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If y{x) stands for a function of x, then y( 2) means the value of the 
function, or y, when x is given the value of 2. Thus if 

y(x) = x 1 — 3x + 5, 

then 

2/(2) = 2 2 - 3(2) + 5 = 3, 
y(- 1) = (—l) 2 — 3(—1) + 5 = 9, 
y(s) = s 2 — 3s + 5. 

Exercise 1-2 

1. Give the range of x, if x and y are to have only real values: 

(a) y - (x z 2)(x + 3) : (b) y = Vx(1 - x): wy-irrir 

Solve the equations in problems 2 and 3 for each variable in terms of the other. 
Give the range of each variable and tell if each is a single-valued or double-valued 
function of the other. 

2. (a) x’ + y* = 9; (b) x J + 2y* = 2; (c) y 1 = X s . 

3. (a) y 2 = 4x; (b) xy = 5; (c) x 1 — y 1 = 9. 

4. If/(x) = x* - 3, find /(2), /( —3), and/(a). 

5. If y(x) = x» - x* + ,, find y(0), y(-l), and y(s). 

6. If/(x) = x 1 - 1 and g{x) = x - 1, find/(x) y(x). 

7. If A(s) = 2s + 3, find k(2t), h(t + 1), and &(**). 

8. If y(x) = 2x* - 3x + 1, find y(x - 1). 

9. If F(x) = find F(2x), F(x - 3), and E (I). 

10. If/(x) = 3x< + 2x* — 10, show that /(—x) = /(x). 


1-6 Graph of an equation. Consider the equation 

V = x 1 - 3x - 3. 

If va,ues are assigned to x, the corresponding values of y may be com¬ 
puted. Thus, setting x = -2, we find y = 7. Several values of x and 
the corresponding values of y are shown in the table. These pairs of values 
furnish a picture of the relation of x and y. A better representation is 
had however, by plotting each value of x and the corresponding value of 

thmuRh thT n a a t r £u ° f a , POint ’ and thCn dmwing a Sm ° 0th curve 
tit process is called ,ra P ki ng tHe 
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The plotted points (Fig. 1-2) are in the range -2 to 5 of x-values. The 
range could be extended, and also any number of intermediate points 
could be located. But the points plotted show about where the inter¬ 
mediate points would lie. Hence, we can use the known points to draw 
a curve which is reasonably accurate. The exact graph satisfies the fol¬ 
lowing definition. 

Definition. The graph of an equation consists of all the points whose 

coordinates satisfy the given equation. 

1-6 Aids in graphing. The pointeby-point method of constructing the 
graph of an equation is tedious except for simple equations. The task 
can often be lightened, however, by first discovering certain characteris¬ 
tics of the graph as revealed by the equation. We shall now discuss 
three ways by which the graphing may be facilitated. 

Intercepts. The abscissa of a point where a curve touches or crosses 
the x-axis is called an x-intercept. The ordinate of a point where a curve 
touches or crosses the y-axis is called a y-intercept. To find the x-inter- 
cepts of the graph of an equation, we set y = 0 and solve for x. Similarly, 
the y-intercepts may be found by setting x = 0 and solving for y. Thus 
setting y = 0 in the equation 2x — 3y = 6, we find x = 3. The point 
(3,0) is on the graph and the x-intercept is 3. Substituting x = 0, the 
y-intercept is found to be —2. 

The graphs of some equations have no points in common with an axis; 
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for other equations there may be few or many intercepts. The intercepts 
are often easily determined, and are of special significance in many prob¬ 
lems. 


Symmetry. Two points A and B are said to be symmetric with respect to 
a line if the line is the perpendicular bisector of the segment AB. A curve 
is symmetric with respect to a line if each of its points is one of a pair of 
points symmetric with respect to the line. 

At present our interest is mainly in curves which are symmetric with 
respect to the coordinate axes. The points ( x,y ) and (x,— y) are sym¬ 
metric with respect to the x-axis. A curve is symmetric with respect to 
the x-axis if for each point (x,y) of the curve there is also the point (x,— y) 
on the curve. Similarly, a curve is symmetric with respect to the y-axis 
if for each point (x,y) of the curve there is also the point (-x,y) on the 
curve. (See Fig. 1-3.) 

Two points A and B are symmetric loith respect to a point O if O is the 

mid-point of the line segment AB. A curve is symmetric with respect to 

a point O if each point of the curve is one of a pair of points symmetric with 
respect to 0. 


In accordance with this definition, the points (x,y) and (-x -y) are 
symmetric with respect to the origin. Further, a curve is symmetric with 
respect to the origin if for each point (x,y) of the curve there is also the 
corresponding point (-x,-y) on the curve. 

with n rZ„ at !°? Can .^ e eaSUy 1631611 to determine if its graph is symmetric 
mth respect to either axis or the origin. Consider, for example, the 

This means that + < " ' " r6pl , aC6d by ~ v ' the equation is “ot altered. 

the c^rresnond " f & Va ' U6 and then the ne B ative of ‘hat value, 
the corresponding values of r are the same. Hence for each point (x y) 
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of the graph there is also the point ( x-y ) on the graph. The graph there¬ 
fore is symmetric with respect to the x-axis. On the other hand, the 
assigning of numerically equal values of opposite signs to x leads to dif¬ 
ferent corresponding values for y. Hence the graph is not symmetric with 
respect to the y-axis. Similarly, it may be observed that the graph is not 
symmetric with respect to the origin. 

From the definitions of symmetry we have the following tests. 

1. If an equation is unchanged when y is replaced by -y, then the graph 
of the equation is symmetric with respect to the x-axis. 

2. If an equation is unchanged when x is replaced by -x, then the graph of 
the equation is symmetric with respect to the y-axis. 

3. If an equation is unchanged when x is replaced by —x and y by -y, then 
the graph of the equation is symmetric unth respect to the origin. 

These types of symmetry are illustrated by the equations 

y* — 2y J — x = 0, x J - Ay + 3 = 0, y = x 3 . 

The graphs of these equations are respectively symmetric with respect to 
the x-axis, the y-axis, and the origin. Replacing x by —x and y by —y in 
the third equation gives — y = —x 3 , which may be reduced to y = x*. 


Extent of a graph. Only real values of x and y are used in graphing an 
equation. Hence no value may be assigned to either which would make 
the corresponding value of the other imaginary. Some equations may 
have any real value assigned to either variable. On the other hand, an 
equation by its nature may place restrictions on the values of the variables. 
Where there are certain excluded values, the graph of the equation is 
correspondingly restricted in its extent. Frequently the admissible, and 
therefore the excluded, values are readily determined by solving the equa¬ 
tion for each variable in terms of the other. 



Figure 1-4 
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Example 1. Using the ideas of intercepts, symmetry, and extent, discuss the 
equation 4x ? + 9 y 2 = 36, and draw its graph. 

Solution . Setting y = 0, we find x = ±3. Hence the x-intercepts are —3 
and 3. By setting x = 0, the y-intercepts are seen to be —2 and 2. 

The equation is not changed when x is replaced by — x; neither is it changed 
when y is replaced by — y. The graph therefore is symmetric with respect to both 
axes and the origin. 

Solving the equation for each variable in terms of the other, we obtain 

y = V9 — x 2 and x = — y 2 . 

If 9 — x 2 is negative, y is imaginary. Hence x cannot have a value numerically 
greater than 3. In other words, x takes values from —3 to 3, which is expressed 
symbolically by —3 < x <3. Similarly, values of y numerically greater than 2 
must be excluded. Hence the admissible values for y are —2 < y <2. 

A brief table of values, coupled with the preceding information, is sufficient 
for constructing the graph. The part of the graph in the first quadrant (Fig. 1-4) 
comes from the table; the other is drawn in accordance with the known symmetry. 


o 

0 

1 

2 

3 

B 

2 


= 1.5 

0 


Example 2. Graph the equation x 2 + Ay - 12 = 0. 

Solution. Setting y — 0 and then x = 0, we find the x-intercepts = d=2\/3 
and the ^-intercept = 3. . 

If x is replaced by —x, the equation is unchanged. A new equation results 
when y is replaced by — y. Hence the graph is symmetric with respect to the 
y-axis, but not with respect to the x-axi6 or the origin. 

y 


X 



Figure 1-5 
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Solving the equation in turn for x and y, we obtain 

x = ± 2V3 — y and y = —-— ■ 

We see that y must not be greater than 3, but x has no excluded values. 

From the preceding facts and the table of values the graph is drawn in Fig. 1-5. 
Only a part of the graph is indicated because the curve extends downward indefi¬ 
nitely. 


X 

0 

1 

2 

3.46 

4 

5 

6 

y 

3 1 

2.75 

2 

0 

-1 

-3.25 

-6 


Exercise 1-3 

Discuss each equation with regard to intercepts and symmetry, 
excluded values, if any, of each variable, and draw the graph, 
in the Appendix to obtain square roots.) 


Determine the 
(See Table I 


1. i 1 + y 2 = 16. 
3. x J = y — 4. 


2. y 2 = 9x. 

4. x 2 — y 3 = 16. 


5. 9x J + 4 y 2 
7. y = x 3 . 


9. y 2 = x 3 . 


36. 6. 4x l - 9 y 2 = 36. 

8. y = x 3 — 4x. 

10. y 2 = x 3 — 4x. 

11. 91/ 5 - 16x l = 144. 12. 25x* + 9y l = 225. 

13. Prove that a curve which is symmetric with respect to both axes is sym¬ 
metric with respect to the origin. Is the converse true? 

14. Prove that a curve which is symmetric with respect to the x-axis and the 
origin is symmetric with respect to the y- axis. 


1-7 The graph of an equation in factored form. Equations sometimes 
appear with one member equal to zero and the other member expressed 
as the product of factors in terms of x and y. When an equation is in 
this form its graph can be more simply obtained by first setting each of 
the factors equal to zero. If the coordinates of a point make one of the 
factors equal to zero, they make the product equal to zero and therefore 
satisfy the given equation. On the other hand, the coordinates of a point 
which make no factor equal to zero do not satisfy the equation. Hence 
the graph of the given equation consists of the graphs of the equations 
formed by setting each of the factors of the nonzero member equal to zero. 

Example. Draw the graph of (3 x — y — l)(y s — 9x) = 0. 

Solution. Setting each factor equal to zero, we have the equations 

3x — y — 1 = 0 and y 2 — 9x = 0. 
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y 



The equation 3x — y — 1 = 0 is of the first degree in x and y. We shall see later 
that the graph of any first degree equation in two variables is a straight line. For 
this reason such equations are called linear. Hence the graph of a linear equation 
can be constructed by drawing a line through two points whose coordinates satisfy 
the equation. The second equation is not linear, and several points need to be 
plotted in order to draw the graph. The graph of the original equation comprises 
the two parts shown in Fig. 1-6. 


Exercise 1-4 

Draw the graphs of the following equations: 


1. x* — y* =» 0. 

3. (x - 2y + 3)(2x + y + 4) = 0. 
5. x* - xy - 6y* = 0. 

7. x*y - 9y’ = 0. 



2. (x + l)(2x + y + 4) 
4. xy(x + y — 2) =0. 
6. y* — xy — Ay = 0. 

8. x(x* + y* — 4) = 0. 




V"® I n tersections of graphs. If the graphs of two equations in two 
variables have a point in common, then, from the definition of a graph, 
the coordinates of the point satisfy each equation separately. Hence the 
point of intersection gives a pair of real numbers which is a simultaneous 
solution of the equations. Conversely, if the two equations have a simul¬ 
taneous real solution, then their graphs have the corresponding point in 
common. Hence simultaneous real solutions of two equations in two 
unknowns cap be obtained graphically by reading the coordinates of their 

rpTu °1 mt f raec j tlon - Because of the imperfections in the process, the 
esults thus found are usually only approximate. If the graphs have no 
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point of intersection, there is no real solution. In simple cases the solu¬ 
tions, both real and imaginary, can be found exactly by algebraic processes. 

Example 1. Draw the graphs of the equations 

y 2 — 9x = 0, 

3x — y — 1 =0, 

and estimate the coordinates of the points of intersection. Solve the system alge¬ 
braically and compare results. 

Solution. These are the equations whose graphs are shown in Fig. 1-6. Refer¬ 
ring to this figure, we estimate the coordinates of the intersection points to be 
(.1, —.8) and (1.6, 3.8). 


To obtain the solutions algebraically, we solve the linear equation for x and 
substitute in the other equation. Thus 


x = 


y + i 


and 


- 9 ( 4 ^) - °' 


whence 


y 1 — 3y — 3 = 0, and y = 


3 
3 ± 


By substituting these values in the linear equation, the corresponding values for 
x are found to be (5 ± V2l)/6. Hence the exact coordinates of the intersection 
points are 

/5 + V21 3 + v' 2 l\ , (5 — V 2 I 3 - V2l\ 

{— - —) and [ - 


6 2 7 “" U V 6 2 ) 

These coordinates to two decimal places are (1.60,3.79) and (.07, —.79). 


Example 2. Find the points of intersection of the graphs of 

y = X s , y = 2 — x. 


y 



Figure 1-7 
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Solution. The graphs (Fig. 1-7) intersect in one point whose coordinates 
are (1,1). 

Eliminating y between the equations yields 

x 3 + x - 2 = 0, or (x - l)(i* + x + 2) = 0, 


whence 



The corresponding values of y are obtained from the linear equation. The solu¬ 
tions, real and imaginary, are 


(i,i); 







The graphical method gives only the real solution. 


Exercise 1-5 

Graph each pair of equations and estimate the coordinates of any points of 
intersection. Check by obtaining the solutions algebraically. 


1. x-f 2y = 7, 

2. 

2x — y = 3, 

3x — 2 y = 5. 


5x + 3 y = 8. 

3. x* + y* = 13, 

4. 

x 2 - 4y - 0, 

3x — 2 y = 0. 


y' = 6x. 

5. x s + 2 y* = 9, 

6. 

+ y 1 = 16, 

• 

o 

II 

1 

£ 


y 1 = 6x. 

*4 

• 

ii 

8. 

y = X 1 , 

y = 4x. 


x + y — 1 = i 

9. X 1 — y* = 9, 

10. 

y = X s - 4x, 

x* + if = 16. 


y = x + 4. 

11. y* = 8x, 

12. 

*1 + = 25 

2x — y = 4. 


4x* - 7y 7 = 8. 


1-9 Asymptotes. If the distance of a point from a straight line ap¬ 
proaches zero as the point moves indefinitely far from the origin along a 
curve, then the line is called an asymptote of the curve. (See Figs. 1-8, 
1-9.) In drawing the graph of an equation it is well to determine the 
asymptotes, if any. The asymptotes, usually easily found, furnish an 
additional aid in graphing. At this stage we shall deal with curves whose 

asymptotes are either horizontal or vertical. The following examples 
illustrate the procedure. 

Example 1 . Determine the asymptotes and draw the graph of the equation 

zy = 1. 

«***£ Th ® <f?P h is symmetric with respect to the origin. We next notice 
mat it either variable is set equal to zero, there is no corresponding value of the 
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other variable which satisfies the equation. This means that there is no intercept 
on either axis, and also that zero is an excluded value for both variables. There 
are no other excluded values, however. 

Solving for y, the equation takes the form 


1 



Suppose we give to x successively the values 1, £, J, J, an( i so on - The cor¬ 
responding values of y are 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, and so on. We see that as x is assigned 
values nearer and nearer zero, y becomes larger and larger. In fact, by taking x 
small enough, the corresponding value of y can be made to exceed any chosen 
number. This relation is described by saying that as x approaches zero, y increases 
without limit. Hence the curve extends upward indefinitely as the distances from 
points on the curve to the y-axis approach zero. The y-axis is therefore an asymp¬ 
tote of the curve. 

Similarly, if we assign values to x which get large without limit, then y, being 
the reciprocal of x, approaches zero. Hence the curve extends indefinitely to the 
right, getting nearer and nearer to the x-axis, yet never touching it. The x-axis 
is an asymptote of the curve. Since there is symmetry with respect to the origin, 
the graph consists of the two parts drawn in Fig. 1-8. 


y 

4 


1 




Figure 1-8 
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Example 2. Draw the graph of x'y — Ay = 8. 

Solution. The ^-intercept is —2. But if we set y = 0, there is obviously no 
value of x which will satisfy the equation. Hence there is no j-intercept. The 
graph has symmetry with respect to the y-axis but not with respect to the j-axis. 
The part of the graph to the right of the y-axis may first be determined and then 
the other drawn by the use of symmetry. 

Solving the equation for y gives 



Notice the right member of the equation. We see that it is negative for — 2<x<2, 
and the graph in this range is below the x-axis. Further, if x has a value slightly 
less than 2, the denominator is near zero. Then the fraction, which is equal to 
y, has a numerically large value. As x increases still closer to 2, the correspond¬ 
ing values of y can be made to increase numerically without limit. If, however, 
x approaches 2 through values greater than 2, the values of y are positive and 
increase without limit. Hence the line x = 2 is an asymptote of the curve both 
below and above the x-axis. 


y 





Figure 1-9 
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X 

o 

1 

1.5 

1.9 

1.99 

1.999 

y 

-2 

-2.7 

-4.6 

-20.5 

-200 

-2005 


To examine for a horizontal asymptote, we notice equation (1) and let x be¬ 
come large without limit. The corresponding values of y approach zero, and 
'J = 0 is therefore an asymptote. This asymptote also becomes evident when 
the given equation is solved for x. Taking the positive roots, we get 

* y 

In this form we see that as y approaches zero through positive values, x increases 
without limit. This shows that y = 0 is an asymptote. This form also reveals 
the excluded values of y. Since the radicand is not to be negative, the values 
— 2 < y < 0 are excluded. 

The graph is constructed in Fig. 1-9. 

In each of the preceding problems the asymptotes are evident when 
the equation is solved for each variable in terms of the other. For equa¬ 
tions which are thus readily solvable, we state the following rules. 

1. Solve the given equation for y in terms of x. If the result is a fraction 
whose denominator contains x, set each real linear factor of the denominator 
equal to zero. This gives the vertical asymptotes. 

2. Solve the given equation for x in terms of y. If the result is a fraction 
whose denominator contains y, set each real linear factor of the denominator 
equal to zero. This gives the horizontal asymptotes. 


Exercise 1-6 

Discuss and sketch the graphs of each of the following equations. Draw the 


horizontal and vertical asymptotes. 
1. xy + 1 =0. 

3. (x + l)(y - 1) = 1. 

5. xy 2 = 4. 

7. x 3 !/ = 8. 

9. xy 2 -f 3y 2 - 4 = 0. 

11. x 2 y - y = 4. 

13. y 2 (x + 3) = 10. 

15. y(x ~ 2) 2 = 16. 

17. x l y + 9y = 4. 

19. xV - x J - 4y 2 = 0. 

21. x 2 y - x 2 - 9y + 16 = 0. 

23. xy - x 2 - 9 y 2 +16 = 0. 


2. 

1 

N 

II 

CO 


4. 

xy + 3x — 2y — 8 = 

0. 

6. 

x 2 y — 9 = 0. 


8. 

xy = 64. 


10. 

x 2 y + 3x 2 - 4 = 0. 


12. 

© 

II 

1 

N 

1 

% 

h 


14. 

x 2 y — x 2 + 4y + 4 = 

0. 

16. 

xy 2 + y 2 + 4x + 4 = 

0. 

18. 

x 2 y 2 + 9 y 2 = 4. 


20. 

x 2 y 2 — x 2 + 4 y 2 = 0. 


22. 

x 2 y — x 2 — 1 Qy + 9 = 

= 0. 

24. 

xy - x 2 - 16 y 2 + 9 

= 0. 




CHAPTER 2 


FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS AND FORMULAS 

2-1 Directed lines and segments. A line on which one direction is 
defined as positive and the opposite direction as negative is called a 
directed line. In analytic geometry important use is made of directed 
lines. Either direction along a given line may be chosen as positive. The 
ar-axis and lines parallel to it are positive to the right. Vertical lines have 
their positive direction chosen upward. A line not parallel to a coordinate 
axis, when regarded as directed, may have either direction taken as 
positive. 

The part of a line between two of its points is called a segment. In 
plane geometry the lengths of line segments are considered, but directions 
are not assigned to the segments. In analytic geometry, however, line 
segments are often considered as having directions as well as lengths. 
Thus in Fig. 2-1, AB means the segment from A to B, and BA stands for 
the segment from B to A. The segment AB is positive, since the direc¬ 
tion from A to B agrees with the assigned positive direction of the line as 
indicated by the arrowhead. The segment BA, on the other hand, is 
negative. If there are 3 units of length between A and B, for example, 
then AB = + 3 and BA = -3. Hence, in referring to directed segments, 

AB = —BA. 

If A, B, and C are three points of a directed line, then the directed 
segments determined by these points satisfy the equations 

AB + BC = AC, AC + CB = AB, BA + AC = BC. 

If B is between A and C, the segments AB, BC, and AC have the same 
direction, and AC is obviously equal to the sum of the other two. The 
second and third equations can be found readily from the first. To ob¬ 
tain the second, we transpose BC and use the fact that BC = -CB. Thus 

AB = AC - BC = AC+CB. 
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2-2 The distance between two points. In many problems the distance 
between two points of the coordinate plane is required. The distance 
between any two points, or the length of the line segment connecting 
them, can be determined from the coordinates of the points. We shall 
classify a line segment as horizontal, vertical, or slant, and derive appropriate 
formulas for the lengths of these kinds of segments. In making the deriva¬ 
tions we shall use the idea of directed segments. 

Let P\{x\,y) and P 2 (x 2 ,y) be two points on a horizontal line, and let A 
be the point where the line cuts the y-axis (Fig. 2-3). We have 

AP. + P.P* = AP 2 , 

P,P 2 = AP 2 - AP X 

= X* — Xi. 

Similarly, for the vertical segment QiQ 2 , 

Q\Qi = Q\B + BQ 2 , 

= BQ 2 — BQi 
= 1/2 — 2 / 1 - 

Hence the directed distance from a first point to a second point on a hori¬ 
zontal line is equal to the abscissa of the second point minus the abscissa 
of the first point. The distance is positive or negative according as the 
second point is to the right or left of the first point. A similar statement 
can be made relative to a vertical segment. 

Inasmuch as the lengths of segments, without regard to direction, are 
often desired, we state a rule which gives results as positive quantities. 

Rule. The length of a horizontal segment joining two points is the abscissa 
of the point on the right minus the abscissa of the point on the left. 

The length of a vertical segment joining two points is the ordinate of the 
upper point minus the ordinate of the lower point. 
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Figure 2-4 


We apply this rule to find the lengths of the segments in Fig. 2-4. 

AB = 5—1=4, CD = 6 — (-2) =6 + 2 = 8, 

EF= 1 - (-4) = 1+4 = 5, GH = —2 — (-5) = -2 + 5 = 3. 



Figure 2-5 


We next consider two points which determine a slant line Let the 
points be> P,(*„*) and P,(x„y t ). Draw a line through P, paraileUo he 
x-axis and a line through P 2 parallel to the y-axis ( F fg. 2^ These two 
hnes mtemect at the point P, whose abscissa is x 2 and whose ordinafe is 

PiR = x t - xi and PP 2 = y 2 - y u 
By the Pythagorean theorem, 

( PlPj ) 2 = ~ *0* 4- (y 2 - yi )\ 

Denoting the length of P,P 2 by d, we have 

d = ~ *>)’ + (y 2 ^0*. 
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The positive square root is chosen because we shall usually be interested 
only in the magnitude of the segment. We state this distance formula in 
words. 

Theorem. To find the distance between two points, add the square of the 
difference of the abscissas to the square of the difference of the ordinates and 
take the positive square root of the sum. 

In employing the distance formula either point may be designated by 
(xi.j/i) and the other by (£ 2 , 2 / 2 )- This results from the fact that the two 
differences involved are squared. The square of the difference of two 
numbers is unchanged when the order of the subtraction is reversed. 

y 



Example. Find the lengths of the sides of the triangle with the vertices 
M-2,-3), B(5,l), and C( —2,5). 

Solution. The abscissas of A and C are the same, and therefore side AC is 
vertical. The other sides are slant segments. The length of the vertical side is 
the difference of the ordinates. The distance formula yields the lengths of the 
other sides. Thus we get 

AC = 5 - (-3) = 5 + 3 = 8, 

AB = V(5 + 2) 1 + (1 + 3) 1 = v^65, 

BC = V(5 + 2) 1 + (1 - 5)* = V65. 

The lengths show that the triangle is isosceles. 

Exercise 2-1 

1. Plot the points 24(1,0), B(3,0), and C(7,0). Then find the following directed 
segments: AB , AC, BC, BA, CA, and CB. 

2. Given the points ,4(2,-3), B( 2,1), and C(2,5), find the directed distances 
AB, BA, AC, CA, BC, and CB. 


• • -9mfS r • 

<377J2- 
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3. Plot the points 4( —1,0), 5(2,0), and C(5,0), and verify the following 
equations by numerical substitutions: AB + BC = AC] AC + CB = 45; 
BA + AC = BC. 

Find the distance between the pairs of points in problems 4 through 9: 

4. (1,3), (4,7). 5. (-3,4), (2,-8). 

6. (-2,-3), (1,0). 7. (5,-12), (0,0). 

8. (0,-4), (3,0). 9. (2,7), (-1,4). 

In each problem 10-13 draw the triangle with the given vertices and find the 
lengths of the sides: 

10. 4(1,-1), 5(4,-1), C(4,3). 11. 4(-l,l), 5(2,3), C(0,4). 

12. 4(0,0), 5(2,-3), C(—2,5). 13. 4(0,-3), 5(3,0), C(0,-4). 

Draw the triangles in problems 14-17 and show that each is isosceles: 

14. 4( —2,1), 5(2,-4), C(6,l). 15. 4(—1,3), 5(3,0), C(6,4). 

16. 4(8,3), 5(1,-1), C(l,7). 17. 4(-4,4), 5(-3,-3), C(3,3). 

Show that the triangles 18-21 are right triangles: 

18. 4(1,3), 5(10,5), C(2,l). 19. 4(-3,l), 5(4,-2), C(2,3). 

20. 4(0,3), 5( —3,—4), C(2,-2). 21. 4(4,-3), 5(3,4), C(0,0). 

22 Show that 4(-v^,l), 5(2^3, -2), and C(2v^,4) are vertices of an equi¬ 
lateral triangle. 

» °‘, V “n h t P ° i 1, te ' B(5 ' 4) ’ C(2 ' 8) ’ and D <~ 2 ^ "how that quad- 

nlateral A BCD has all its sides equal. 

Determine if the points in each problem 24-27 lie on a straight line: 

24. (3,0), (0,-2), (9,4). 25. (2,1), (-1,2), (5,0). 

26. (-4 0,, (0,2), (0,7). 27 . (6 ,_ 4) , ( _„, S) . 

If the point (x,3) is equidistant from (3,-2) and (7,4), find x. 

29. Find the point on the y-axis which is equidistant from (-5,-2) and (3,2). 

inc^tL n „ C ‘S a r,- and ° f / Une - If ‘ ,ine intersecls the the 

the ri^ht '■ ** ‘ he ang ' e " h0se initial side «tends to 

In F f 2 7The TT' 3 “ d ‘ erminal side is u P"’ ard al °"B ‘he line.* 

and Si t theT g ‘1 n mc 'L nation of the line ’ MX is ‘he initial side, 
“-axist o- ‘if ‘ em ;: na . s,de - T he inclination of a line parallel to the 

side KSTuM SrTt^ecTnd S 1 de d “ 


4 * 




The slope of a horizontal line is zero. Vertical lines do not have a slope, 
however, since 90° has no tangent. 

If the inclination of a nonvertical line is known, the slope can be de¬ 
termined by the use of a table of trigonometric functions. Conversely, 
if the slope of a line is known, its inclination can be found. In most prob¬ 
lems, however, it is more convenient to deal with the slope of a line rather 
than with its inclination. 

The following theorem is a direct consequence of the definition of slope. 

Theorem. Two nonvertical lines are parallel if and only if their slopes 

are equal. 

If the coordinates of two points on a line are known, we may find the 
slope of the line from the given coordinates. We now derive a formula 
for this purpose. 

Let P,(*i,y,) and P 2 (x 2 ,i/ 2 ) be the two given points, and indicate the 
slope by m. Then, referring to Fig. 2-8, we have 
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If the line slants to the left, as in Fig. 2-9, 

m = tan 6 = - = ft 7*. 

Xj — Xi Z* — Zi 

Hence the slope is determined in the same way for lines slanting either to 
the left or to the right. 

Theorem. The slope m of a line passing through two given points 
P '( x uyi) and Pi(xi,y 2 ) is equal to the difference of the ordinates divided by 
the difference of the abscissas taken in the same order; that is 



This formula yields the slope if the two points determine a slant line. 
If the line is vertical, the denominator is zero. Hence a slope is not de¬ 
fined for a vertical line. Conversely, if the denominator is equal to zero, 
the points are on a vertical line. We observe, further, that either of the 
points may be regarded as Pi(z,,y,) and the other as P a (xt,0t), since 

y» ~ yi = Vi ~ yt 

Xt — Xi X\ — Xj 


Example. 
that ABCD is 


Given the points A{-2,-\), 5(4,0), C(3,3), and 
a parallelogram. 


Z>(-3,2), show 


^Solution. We determine from the slopes of the sides if the figure is a parallelo- 


S.ope of AB , . I. elope of BC . §^° . - 3 , 

dope of CD = -^lJ_. 1, slope of DA _ . _ 3 

The Opposite aides have equal slopes, and therefore ABCD is a parallelogram. 
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2-4 Angle between two lines. Two intersecting lines form four angles. 
There are two pairs of equal angles, and an angle of one pair is the supple¬ 
ment of an angle of the other pair. We shall show how to find a measure 
of each angle in terms of the slopes of the lines. Noticing Fig. 2-10 and 
recalling that an exterior angle of a triangle is equal to the sum of the two 
remote interior angles, we see that 

<t> + 0i = 0 2 or <(> = 6 2 — 0\. 


Using the formula for the tangent of the difference of two angles, we find 


tan <{> = tan (0 2 — 0i) = 


tan 0 2 — tan 0j 
1 + tan 0i tan 0 2 


If we let m 2 = tan 0 2 and m x = tan 0i, then we have 


tan 4> = 


771*1 — 771 \ 
1 + 77\\77li 


where mi is the slope of the terminal side, mi is the slope of the initial side, 
and <t> is measured in a counterclockwise direction. 

The angle ^ is the supplement of <t>, and therefore 


tan i = -tan <t> 


mi — m^ 

■ • 

1 + m\mi 


This formula for tan ^ is the same as that for tan <p except that the 
terms in the numerator are reversed. We observe from the diagram, 
however, that the terminal side of is the initial side of <f> and that the 
initial side of \p is the terminal side of <t>, as indicated by the counterclock¬ 
wise arrows. Hence, in terms of the slopes of initial and terminal sides, 
the tangent of either angle may be found by the same rule. We state 
this conclusion as a theorem. 



Figure 2-10 
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Theorem. If <t> is an angle, measured counterclockwise, between two 
lines, then 

, TT \2 TTX i /4\ 

tan<6 = l + m.m, ' (1) 

where nvi is the slope of the terminal side and m t is the slope of the initial 
side. 

This formula will not apply if either of the lines is vertical, since a slope 
is not defined for a vertical line. For this case, the problem would be that 
of finding the angle, or function of the angle, which a line of known slope 
makes with the vertical. Hence no new formula is necessary. 

For any two slant lines which are not perpendicular formula (1) will 
yield a definite number as the value of tan </>. Conversely, if the formula 
yields a definite number, the lines are not perpendicular. Hence we con¬ 
clude that the lines are perpendicular when, and only when, the denomi¬ 
nator of the formula is equal to zero. The relation 1 + m\mi = 0 may be 
written in the form 

1 

Wi = — —f 

m i 

which expresses one slope as the negative reciprocal of the other slope. 

Theorem. Two slant lines are perpendicular if , and only if , the slope 
of one is the negative reciprocal of the slope of the other . 


Example. Find the tangents of the angles of the triangle whose vertices are 
5(8, — 5), and C(5,4). Find each angle to the nearest degree. (See 
Table II of the Appendix.) 

Solution. The slopes of the sides are indicated in Fig. 2-11. Substituting in 
formula (1), we get 



Figure 2-11 
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tan A = 


tan £ = 


tan C = 


I ~ (~t) _ 33 

1 + (-!)(*) 31 


-? - (-3) _ n 

l + (-3)(-f) 17 

-3-| _ -22 

1 + (*)(-3) 4 


= .647, 
= -5.5, 





100 °. 


Exercise 2-2 

1. Give the slopes for the inclinations (a) 45°; (b) 0°; (c) 60°; (d) 120°; (e) 135°. 

Find the slope of the line passing through the two points in each problem 2-7: 

2. (2,3), (3,7). 3. (6,-13), (0,5). 

4. (-4,8), (7,-3). 5. (5,4), (-3,-2). 

6. (0,-9), (20,3). 7. (4,12), (-8,-1). 

8. Show that each of the following sets of four points are vertices of a parallelo¬ 
gram A BCD : 

(a) ,4(2,1), £(6,1), C(4,4), D(0,4). 

(b) A(- 3,2), £(5,0), C(4, —3), D(-4,-l). 

(c) A(0, -3), £(4,-7), C(12, — 2), D( 8,2). 

(d) i4( —2,0), £(4,2), C(7,7), 0(1,5). 

9. Verify that each triangle with the given points as vertices is a right triangle 
by showing that the slope of one of the sides is the negative reciprocal of the slope 
of another side: 

(a) (5,-4), (5,4), (1,0). (b) (-1,1), (3,-7), (3,3). 

(c) (8,1), (1,-2), (6,-4). (d) (-1,-5), (6,-7), (3,9). 

(e) (0,0), (3,-2), (2,3). (f) (0.0), (17,0), (1,4). 

10. In each of the following sets, show that the four points are vertices of a 
rectangle: 

(a) (-6,3), (-2,-2), (3,2), (-1,7). (b) (1,2), (6,-3), (9,0), (4,5). 

(c) (0,0), (2,6), (- 1,7), (-3,1). (d) (5,-2), (7,5), (0,7), (-2,0). 

(e) (3,2), (2,9), (-5,8), (-4,1). (f) (5,6), (1,0), (4,-2), (8,4). 

11. Using slopes, determine which of the following sets of three points lie on a 

straight line: 

(a) (3,0), (0,-2), (9,4). (b) (2,1), (-1,2), (5,0). 

(c) (-4,0), (0,2), (9,7). (d) (-1,-1), (6,-4), (-11,8). 

Find the tangents of the angles of the triangle ;4£C in each problem 12-15. 
Find the angles to the nearest degrees. 

12. >1( —3, — 1), £(3,3), C(-l,l). 

13. ^4(—1,1), jB(2,3), C(7,-7). 

14. A{- 3,1), £(4,2), C(2,3). 

15. >1(0,3), £(-3,-4), C(2, —2). 

16. The line through the points (4,3) and ( — 6,0) intersects the line through 
(0,0) and ( — 1,5). Find the intersection angles. 
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17. Two lines passing through (2,3) make an angle of 45°. If the slope of one 
of the lines is 2, find the slope of the other. Two solutions. 

18. What angle does a line of slope — § make with a vertical line? 

2-6 The mid-point of a line segment. Problems in geometry make 
much use of the mid-points of line segments. We shall derive formulas 
which give the coordinates of the point midway between two points of 
given coordinates. 

Let P,(x lf |/,) and Pi(xi,yf) be the extremities of a line segment, and let 
P{x,y) be the mid-point of PiP 2 . From similar triangles (Fig. 2-12), we 
have 

PxP P\M MP , 

P,P 2 PiN ~ NP 2 ~ i ' 

Hence 

™ = £n£l = i and MP_y-yi_ 

P.7V t. - t. 2 ana - — - *• 


P iN x 2 - x, 

Solving for x and y gives 


and 


NP-. 


y - y 1 

y* - yi 


Xi + Xj 
x = — 2— • 


_ yi + yz 
2 


Theorem. The abscissa of the mid-point of a line segment is half (he sum 
of the abscissas of the end points; the ordinate is half the sum of the ordinates. 

This theorem may be generalized by letting P(x,y) be any division 
point of the segment P,P 2 . Thus if 


then 


P.P 

P 1 P 2 


= r 


x- x t 

x 2 - Xi 


— r 


and 


y - y 1 

V2 - yi 


= r. 



Figure 2-12 
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These equations give 

x = *1 + r (*2 - *0 and y = y, + r(y 2 - y,)- 

If P is between P, and P 2 , as in Fig. 2-12, the segments P,P and P 1 P I 
have the same direction, and the value of their ratio r is positive and less 
than 1. If P is on P X P 2 extended through P 2 , then r is greater than 1. 
If P is on the segment extended through P,, the value of r is negative. 
The converse of each of these statements is true. 

Example. Find the mid-point and the trisection point nearer P } of the segment 
determined by P,( — 3,6) and P 2 (5,l). 

Solution. 

_ x, + x, -3 + 5 , 

2 ” 2 ’ 

.. = y. + y» = 6 + i 7 
y 2 2 2 

For the trisection point we use r = §. 

x = x, + r(x 2 — x,) = —3 + $(5 + 3) = i, 
y = y. + r(y> -{/,) = 6 + 5(1 - 6) = §. 

2-6 Analytic proofs of geometric theorems. By the use of a coordinate 
system many of the theorems of elementary geometry can be proved with 
surprising simplicity and directness. We illustrate the procedure in the 
following example. 

Example. Prove that the diagonals of a parallelogram bisect each other. 

Solution. We first draw a parallelogram and then introduce a coordinate sys¬ 
tem. A judicious location of the axes relative to the figure makes the writing of 
the coordinates of the vertices easier and also simplifies the algebraic operations 
involved in making the proof. Therefore we choose a vertex as the origin and a 
coordinate axis along a side of the parallelogram (Fig. 2-13). Then we write the 


Y 



Figure 2-13 
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coordinates of the vertices as 0(0,0), Pi(a,0), P 2 (fe ? c), and P 3 (a + b,c). It is 
essential that the coordinates of P 2 and P 3 express the fact that P 2 P 3 is equal and 
parallel to OPi. This is achieved by making the ordinates of P 2 and P 3 the same 
and making the abscissa of P a exceed the abscissa of P 2 by a. 

To show that OP 3 and PiP 2 bisect each other, we find the coordinates of the 
mid-point of each diagonal. 


Mid-point of OP 3 : x 
Mid-point of PiP 2 : x 


a + b 
2 

a + b 


y 

y 



Since the mid-point of each diagonal is the theorem is proved. 


Note. In making a proof by this method it is essential that a general figure be 
used. For example, neither a rectangle nor a rhombus (a parallelogram with all 
sides equal) should be used for a parallelogram. A proof of a theorem based on a 
special case would not constitute a general proof. 


Exercise 2-3 

1. Find the mid-point of AB in each of the following: 

(a) A( —2,5), B( 4,-7); (b) A( 7,-3), £(-3,9); 

(c) A( — 7,12), £(11,0); (d) A( 0,-7), £(3,10). 


2. The vertices of a triangle are A{ 7,1), £(-1,6), and C(3,0). Find the 
coordinates of the mid-points of the sides. 

3. The points A( — 1,— 4), £(7,2), C(5,6), and £>( — 5,8) are vertices of the 
quadrilateral A BCD. Find the coordinates of the mid-point of each line segment 
connecting the mid-points of opposite sides. 

Find the trisection points of the segment AB: 


4. A(-9,-6), £(9,6). 5. A(-5,6), £(7,0). 

6. A(- 4,3), £(8,-3). 7. ,4(-i,0), £(4,6). 

8. The points A (2,2), £(6,0), and C(10,8) are vertices of a triangle. Deter- 
mme if the medians are concurrent by finding the point on each median which 
)s $ of the way from the vertex to the other extremity. (A median of a triangle 
a line segment joining a vertex and the mid-point of the opposite side ) 

,*'■ Th , e POin ? S vl(2 ' 1) ' m ■~ 31 “ nd C(4 ' 5 > are verti “ s of ■ triangle. Find 
he trisection point on each median which is nearer the opposite side. 

endhv?^^ 681 " 6 ^ j °‘ ning A( ~ 3 ’ 2) and S(5 '“ 3) i3 ^tended through each 
e d by a length equal to its onginal length. Find the coordinates of the new 


havin'*lafr !£*. 9e ^ en L j t ing A , ( ~ 4l_1) and B(3 ’ 6) is double ^ ^ length by 
having half its length added at each end. Find the coordinates of the new ends 

r, the raMoof p'p^o P^pf °" * Straight line in each problem I2 " 15 - F ind 
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12. P ,( — 1, —3), P 2(5,1), P(2,-l). 13. Pi(3,l), P 2 ( 6,3), P(9,5). 

14. P l (2,l), P 2 (5, —1), P( —1,3). 15. Pi( — 4,2), P 2 (l, —2), P(ll, —10). 

Give analytic proofs of the following theorems: 

16. The diagonals of the rectangle are equal. [Suggestion: Choose the axes so 
that the vertices of the rectangle are (0,0), (a,0), (0,6), and (a,6).] 

17. The mid-point of the hypotenuse of a right triangle is equidistant from the 
three vertices. 

18. The line segment joining the mid-points of two sides of a triangle is parallel 
to the third side and equal to half of it. 

19. The diagonals of an isosceles trapezoid are equal. [Hint: Notice that the 
axes may be placed so that the coordinates of the vertices are (0,0), (a,0), (6,c), 
and (a — 6,c).J 

20. The segment joining the mid-points of the nonparallel sides of a trapezoid 
is parallel to and equal to half the sum of the parallel sides. 

21. The segments which join the mid-points of the sides of any quadrilateral, 
if taken in order, form a parallelogram. 

22. The line segments which join the mid-points of the opposite sides of a 
quadrilateral bisect each other. 

23. The diagonals of a rhombus are perpendicular and bisect each other. 

24. The sum of the squares of the sides of a parallelogram is equal to the sum 
of the squares of the diagonals. 

25. The lines drawn from a vertex of a parallelogram to the mid-points of the 
opposite sides trisect a diagonal. 

26. The medians of a triangle meet in a point which lies two-thirds of the way 
from each vertex to the mid-point of the opposite side. 



CHAPTER 3 


THE STRAIGHT LINE 


3-1 Introduction. The straight line is the simplest geometric curve. 
Despite its simplicity, the line is a vital concept of mathematics and enters 
into our daily experiences in numerous interesting and useful ways. In 
Section 1-7 we stated that the graph of a first degree equation in x and y 
is a straight line; we shall now establish that statement. Furthermore, 
we shall write linear equations in different- forms such that each reveals 
useful information concerning the location of the line which it represents. 

3-2 The locus of a first degree equation. The equation 

Ax + By + C = 0, (1) 

where A, B, and C are constants with A and B not both zero, is a general 
equation of the first degree. We shall prove that the locus, or graph, of 
this equation is a straight line by showing that all points of the locus lie 
on a line and that the coordinates of all points of the line satisfy the equa¬ 
tion. 

Let P\(x\,yi) and P 2 (x*,y*) be any two points of the graph; that is, 

Ax i + Byi + C = 0, (a) 

Ax j + Bxjt + C = 0. (b) 

By subtraction, these equations yield 

A (xi - x 2 ) + B{y x - y 2 ) = 0, 

£(yi - yt) = -A(x, - x 2 ), 

and if B 0, 

Vi ~ yi = _ A 
xi - x 2 B 


he last equation shows that the slope of a line passing through two points 
o the graph is ~(A/B). Therefore if P 3 (x 3 ,y 3 ) is any other point of the 
locus, the slope of the segment A A is also -(A/B). From the equality 

, ,? slopes . we include that A, A, and P 3 , and hence all points of the 

ocus, lie on a line. To determine if the graph consists of all points of this 

;' n . e ’ w ®, need to 8how that the coordinates of any other point of the line 
satisfy the given equation (1). Denoting a point of the line by A(*< y,) 


y* ~ y i = __ A 

Xa- x\ b 
31 
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By clearing of fractions and transposing terms, this equation takes the 
form 

Ax, + By, -Ah - Byi = 0. 

From equation (a), -.4xi - By x = C, and hence 

A x, 4- By, + C = 0. 

The point (x,.y,) satisfies the given equation. This completes the proof 
except for the case in which B = 0. For this value of B equation (1) 
reduces to 

C 

X = ~T 

The coordinates of all points, and only those points, having the abscissa 
— (C/A) satisfy this equation. Hence the locus is a line parallel to the 
y- axis and located — (C/A) units from the axis. 

Theorem. The locus of the equation Ax + By + C = 0, where A, B, 
and C are constants with A and B not both zero, is a straight line. If 
B = 0, the line is vertical; otherwise the slope is —(A/B). 


3-3 Special forms of the first degree equation. We shall now convert 
equation (1) to other forms and interpret the coefficients geometrically. 
Solving for y gives, where B^0, 

.4 C 

y=-B x ~B 

The coefficient of x, as we have seen, is the slope of the line. By setting 
x = 0, we notice that the constant term is the {/-intercept. Substituting 
m for the slope and b for the {/-intercept, we obtain the simpler form 

y = mx + b. (2) 

This is called the slope-intercept form of the equation of a line. An equa¬ 
tion in this form makes evident the slope and the {/-intercept of the line 
which it represents. Conversely, the equation of a line of given slope and 
{/-intercept may be written at once by substituting the proper values for 
m and b. 

Illustration. The equation of the line of slope —2 and passing through 
(0,5) is y = —2x -f 5. 

We next express equation (1) in a form which gives prominence to the 
x-intercept and the {/-intercept. We have 

Ax + By = —C, 



Ax By 
-C -C ’ 


or 
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The denominator of x in the last equation is the x-intercept and the 
denominator of y is the y-intercept. If we let a and b stand for the inter¬ 
cepts, we have the equation 



This is called the intercept form of the equation of a straight line. It may 
be used when the intercepts are different from zero. 

Equation (2) represents a line passing through (O.h). The equation 
may be altered slightly to focus attention on any other point of the line. 
If the line passes through (x,,;/,). we have 

yi = mi| -f b, and b = y, — mi,. 

Substituting for 6 gives 

y = mx + y t - mx ,, 

and hence 


y ~ yi = m(x - x,). 

Equation (4) is called the point-slope form of the equation of a line. 
If the line of equation (4) passes through the point (x 2 ,y 2 ), then 


(4) 


and we have 


m = ' Ji 

Xl ~ X, 


» - y, = 2^.* r* _ 


Xi 


- X, (x 


(6) 

JV™ r di l y be ““ tbat the graph of ,his Ration passes through the 
P s (x,,y,) and (x 2 ,y 2 ). This form is called the two-point form of the 
equation of a straight line. 

The equations (2)-(5) do not apply when the line is vertical. In this 

intercenf S " 0t defi . ned> and neither «uld we substitute properly for the 
intercepts in the forms (2) and (3). The equation of a vertical line can 

a v^ttaTliirth^^^’r h °T, er ’ ^ P ° int ° f the line is known - Thus 

Hence the 11 f ° r a " poia * a ° f «» «-»■ 


X 


Xu 


A horizontal line through (x,,y,) has 
Of course, the ordinates are all the same 
write the equation directly as 


m - 0, and equation (4) applies, 
on a horizontal line, and we could 


y = y i. 
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Illustrations. If a line cuts the coordinate axes so that the x-intercept 
is 3 and the ^-intercept is -5, its equation by formula (3) is 

§ + = 1, or 5x — 3y = 15. 

o O 

The equation of the line through (-1,4) with slope 3 is, by the point- 
slope form, 

y — 4 = 3(x + 1), or 3x — y + 7 = 0. 

To obtain the equation of the line through (-3,5) and (4,1), we substi¬ 
tute in formula (5), and have 


Whence, simplifying, 



1 - 5 
4 + 3 


(x + 3) • 


7y — 35 = — 4x — 12, or 4x + 7y = 23. 


The illustrations show that formulas (2)—(5) can be employed to write, 
quickly and simply, equations of lines which pass through two given points 
or through one known point with a given slope. The inverse problem, 
that of drawing the graph of a linear equation in x and y, is likewise simple. 
Since the locus is a straight line, two points are sufficient for constructing 
the graph. For this purpose the intercepts on the axes are usually the 
most convenient. For example, we find the intercepts of the equation 
3x — 4y = 12 to be a = 4 and b = -3. Hence the graph is the line drawn 
through (4,0) and (0,-3). The intercepts are not sufficient for drawing a 
line which passes through the origin. For this case the intercepts a and b 
are both zero. Hence a point other than the origin is necessary. 

We have seen that the slope of the line corresponding to the equation 
Ax + By + C = 0 is — (A/B). That is, the slope is obtained from the 
equation by dividing the coefficient of x by the coefficient of y and revers¬ 
ing the sign of the result. Hence we can readily determine if the lines 
represented by two equations are parallel, perpendicular, or if they inter¬ 
sect obliquely. Lines are parallel if their slopes are equal, and we recall 
that two lines are perpendicular if the slope of one is the negative of the 
reciprocal of the slope of the other. 

Example 1. Find the equation of the line which passes through ( — 1,3) and 
is parallel to 4x + 3y = 2. 

Solution. We shall show two ways for finding the required equation. First, 
from the given equation, the slope is seen to be — ($). Substituting this slope 
value and the coordinates of the given point in the point-slope formula, we have 

y - 3 = -§(x + 1), 
or 

4x + 3 ij = 5. 
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Alternatively, we notice that 4x + 3y = D is parallel to the given line for any 
real value of D. To determine D so that the line shall pass through ( — 1,3), we 
substitute these coordinates for x and y and obtain 

4(— I) + 3(3) = D f or D = 5. 

By using 5 for D, we have again the equation 4x + 3y = 5. 

Example 2. A point moves so that it is equally distant from the two points 
A( 3,2) and 6(5,6). Find the equation of its locus. 

Solution. From plane geometry we know that the locus is the line perpendicular 
to the segment AB and passing through its mid-point. The slope of A6 is 2, and 
the coordinates of the mid-point are (4,4). The required slope is - £. Hence we 
write x + 2y = D. This equation has the proper slope, and we need to determine 
D so that the line shall pass through (4,4). Substituting, we get 

x + 2y = 4 + 2(4) - 12. 

The required equation, therefore, is x + 2y = 12. We could also obtain this 
equation by using the point-slope form (4). 


Exercise 3-1 

By solving for y, write each equation 1-12 in the slope-intercept form. In each 

case give the value of the slope m and the value of the y-intercept 6. Draw the 
lines. 


1. 3x + y = 6. 
4. 6x + 3y = 5. 
7. Ax — 3y = 0. 
10. x — 8y = 4. 


2. 3x - y - 3 = 0. 
5. x -f- 2y -j- 4 = 0. 
8. 2x + 7y = 0. 

11. 7x — lly = 9. 


3. 4x — 2y = 3. 
6. x — 5y = 10. 
9. 5x + 3y = 7. 
12 . x 4- y = 6. 


tion B s y i 3 -S eCti ° n ' e ' Ve thC Sl ° Pe and interce P ts of each ** ne represented by equa- 


13. 4x — y = 12. 
16. 4x + 9y = 36. 
19. x + 7y = 11. 
22. 3x — 8y = 5. 


14. x - y = 7. 

17. 3x — 4y = 12. 
20. 2x + 3y = 14. 
23. 8x -f 3y — 4. 


15. x + y -j- 4 = 0. 

18. 6x — 3y — 10 = 0. 

21 . 7x -f- 3y + 6 = 0 . 

24. 3x + 3y = 1 . 


In each problem 25-36, write the equation of 
m and the y-intercept b. 


the line determined 


by the slope 


25. m = 3; 6 = -4. 
27. m = -4; 6 = 5. 
29. m = §;6 = -2. 
31. m = 0; 6 = -6. 

33. m = -J; b = -8 
35. m = 0; 6 = 0. 


26. m = 2; 6 = 3. 
28. m = —1; 6 = 1. 
30. m = $; 6 = -6. 
32. m = -5 ; 6 = 0. 
34. m = 0; 6 = —2. 
36. m = b = 0. 
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Write the equation of the line which has the ^-intercept a and the (/-intercept 6 
in each problem 37-48. 

37. a = 3, 6 = 2. 38. a = 5, b = 1. 

39. a = 4, 6 = -3. 40. a = 7, b = -5. 

41. a = -2, 6 = -2. 42. a = -1,6= -1. 

43. a = 6 = J. 44. a = —6=1. 

45. a = j 3 l ; 6 = 46. a = §, 6 = —2. 

47. a = 6 = —Y. 48. a = f, 6 = §. 


In each equation 49-60, write the equation of the line which passes through 
the point .4 with the slope m. Draw the lines. 


49. .4(3,1); m = 2. 

51. 4(-2,0);m = §. 

53. -4 (— 3, — 6); m = -J. 
55. .4(0,3); m = 0. 

57. A (0,0); m = 

59. .4 (— 5, — 7); m = —6. 


50. -4 (— 3, — 5); m = 1. 
52. 4(0,-3); m = -4. 
54. 4(5, — 2); m = —f. 
56. 4(3,0); m = 0. 

58. 4(0,0); m = f 

60. 4(9,1); --*. 


Find the equation of the line determined by the points 4 and B in each prob¬ 
lem 61-72. Check the answers by substitutions. 

61. 4(3, —1); B( —4,5). 62. 4(1,5); 5(4,1). 

63. 4(0,2); 5(4,-6). 64. .4(-2,-4); 5(3,3). 

65. 4(3,-2); 5(3,7). 66. 4(0,0); 5(3,-4). 

67. 4(5, —§); 5(i, —2). 68. 4(*,5); 5(-2,5). 

69. 4(0,1); 5(0,0). 70. 4(3,0); 5(4,0). 

71. 4( — 1, — 1); 5( —2, — 3). 72. 4(*,1); 5(-l,f). 

73. Show that Ax + By = D, and Bx - Ay = I) t are equations of perpen¬ 
dicular lines. 

74. Show that the graphs of the equations 

Ax + By = D,, 

Ax -f By = D; 

are (a) the same if D t = D : ; (b) parallel lines if D, ^ D -. 

In each problem 75-84 find the equations of two lines through 4, one parallel 
and the other perpendicular to the line corresponding to the given equation. 
Draw the lines. 

75. 4(4,1); 2i - 3y + 5 = 0. 76. 4(-l,2); 2x - y = 0. 

77. 4(3,4); lx 4- 5y + 4 = 0. 78. 4(0,0); x - y = 3. 

79. 4(2,-3); Sx - y = 0. 80. 4(0,6); 2x - 2y = 1. 

81. 4(—1,1); y = 1. 82. 4(3,5); x = 0. 

83. 4(7,0); 9x + y - 3 = 0. 84. 4(-4,0); 4x + 3y = 3. 
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85. The vertices of a triangle are 4(1,0), B( 9,2), and C(3,6). Find the follow¬ 
ing: 

(a) the equations of the sides; 

(b) the equations of the medians and the coordinates of their common point; 

(c) the equations of the altitudes and the coordinates of their common point; 

(d) the equations of the perpendicular bisectors of the sides and the coordinates 
of their common point. 

86. The vertices of a triangle are A(-2,3), £(6,-6), and C(8,0). Find the 
equations of the lines and the coordinates of the points pertaining to this triangle 
which are called for in problem 85. 


3—4 The distance from a line to a point. The distance from a line to a 
point can be found from the equation of the line and the coordinates of the 
point. We shall derive a formula for this purpose. We observe first that 
the distance from a vertical line to a point is immediately obtainable by 
taking the difference of the abscissa of the point and the x-intercept of the 
line. Hence no additional formula is needed for this case. 

Let the equation of a slant line be written in the form 


Ax+By + C = 0, ( 1 ) 

and let P,(zi,y,) be any point not on the line. Since the line is a slant 

a H r ? ons,der now the ,ine through P, parallel to the given line, 
and the line through the origin perpendicular to the given line, whose 
equations respectively are 


ax -t- b\j + 


— if ■ v/, 

Bx — Ay = 0. 


(3) 


The required distance d (Fig. 3-1) is equal to the segment PQ, where P 
Zt Q Th 6 mt ,f Sect,on points of the Perpendicular line and the parallel 

1 TJ’SS m and * and —- 


P ( -AC 

U* + £*’ 

We employ the formula 
length of PQ. Thus 


-BC 
A' + B* 


> Q ( 


-AC' 
A*+ £2’ 


-BC' \ 
A* + B*)' 


for the distance between two points to find the 


cP = (PQ) 2 = (P ~ C') 2 A 2 j_(C — C') 2 B 2 

(A 2 + B 2 ) 2 + (A 2 + B 2 ) 2 

= (c - cy(A* + an _ (c - cy 

(A 7 4- B 2 ) 2 a 2 + B 2 ’ 



c -c 

±'/a i + b*‘ 


and 
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Y 



Figure 3-1 


Since the line of equation (2) passes through Pi(xi,yi), we have 
Ah + Byi + C' = 0, and C' = — Ax, — By,. 
Hence, substituting for C", 

Axi + By t 4- C 
d = dh VA 1 + B* 


To remove the ambiguity as to sign, we agree to give the radical in the 
denominator the sign of B. In other words, the sign of the denominator 
is selected so that the coefficient of yi is positive. A consequence of this 
choice of signs may be found by referring to the figure again, where PoPi 
is parallel to the y-axis and Po(xi,y 0 ) is a point of the given line. Since P o 
is a point on the line, we have 


Ax\ + By 0 + C 
±VA 1 + B* 



Now if we replace y 0 by yi in the left side of this equation, we get an ex¬ 
pression which is not equal to zero. The expression is positive if yi > yo 
and negative if yi < y 0 . That is, the expression for d is positive if Pi is 
above the line and negative if Pi is below the line. We may therefore 
regard the distance from a line to a point as a directed distance. 

The preceding discussion establishes the following theorem: 

Theorem. The directed distance from the slant line Ax + By + C = 0 
to the point Pi(xi,yO is given by the formula 

d = Ax, + By i + C (4) 

±VA 1 + B t 

where the denominator is given the sign of B. The distance is positive if 
the paint Pi is above the line, and negative if P i is below the line. 
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If equation (1) is divided by =b VA* + B *, the form 

Ax + By + C _ ft 
d^VA'-hB* 

is obtained. This is called the normal form of the equation of a line. 
When an equation is in the normal form, the distance from the line to a 
point is given by substituting the coordinates of the point in the left mem¬ 
ber of the equation. By substituting the coordinates of the origin, the 

constant term is seen to be the perpendicular, or normal, distance to the 
origin. 


Example 1. Find the distance from the line \2y = 5x - 26 to each of the 
points Pi(3,—5), P,( —4,1), and P,(9,0). 

Solution. We write the equation in the form -5x + I2y + 26 = 0. The 
required distances are then found by making substitutions in formula (4). Hence 

rfl « -5(3) + 12( —5) + 26 49 

V5 1 + 12* 13’ 

d. = -S(~4) + 12(1) -f 26 _ 58 

13 ~ 13’ 

dt = -5(9) + 12(0) + 26 19 

13 ~ ~ 13* 

fee l",a** 1 th e ‘ l '"° mi ”Ator S because the coefficient of y is posi- 

is abovl theZ: S£Vy Sh ° W “““ P ' “ d * “ the line and that P. 

and E ™V+ 2”- a” diatanCe betWeeD th<! P ‘ rel ' el 151 0 

to at^tular^W^To by “ mputi "S the dista "“ «*» “eh line 

each line to the origin. Thus COmpUtations ' «"> find ‘he distance from 

di e 15(0) ~ 8(0) - 5 1 _ -51 


— V15* ■+- 8* -17 


= 3, 
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J _ 15(0) - 8(0) + 68 68 

*-=17-=17 = 

The origin is 3 units above the first line and 4 units below the second line. Hence 
the lines are 7 units apart. 

An alternate method for this problem would be to find the distance from one 
of the lines to a particular point on the other. The point (0,8.5) is on the second 
line, and using this point and the first equation, we find 

, 15(0) - 8(8.5) - 51 -119 _ 

d = -=17-" ~=W - 7 - 


3-6 Families of lines. We have expressed equations of lines in various 
forms. Among these are the equations 


y = mx + b 


and * + {-1. 
a b 


Each of these equations has two constants which have geometrical signifi¬ 
cance. The constants of the first equation are m and b. When definite 
values are assigned to these letters, a line is completely determined. Other 
values for these, of course, determine other lines. Thus the quantities m 
and b are fixed for any particular line but change from line to line. These 
letters are called parameters. In the second equation a and b are the 
parameters. 

y 
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A linear equation with only one parameter is obtained if the other 
parameter is replaced by a fixed value. The resulting equation repre¬ 
sents all lines with a particular property if the remaining parameter is 
allowed to vary. Each value assumed by the parameter yields an equa¬ 
tion which represents a definite line. The collection of lines defined by a 
linear equation with one parameter is called a family , or system, of lines. 
For example, if m = 3, the point-slope equation becomes 

y = 3x + b. 

This equation represents the family of lines of slope 3, one line for each 
value of b. There are, of course, infinitely many lines in the family. In 
fact, a line of the family passes through each point of the coordinate plane. 
Figure 3-3 shows a few lines of the family corresponding to the indicated 
values of the parameter b. 


Example 1. Write the equation of the system of lines defined by each of the 
following conditions: 

(a) parallel to 3x — 2 y = 5, 

(b) passing through (5,-2), 

(c) having the product of the intercepts equal to 4. 


Solutions. The following equations are easily verified to be those required, 
(a) 3x - 2y = D. (b) y + 2 = »/i(x - 5). 


(0 f + lf 

a 4/a 


or 4 z + ahj = 4a. 


Example 2. Write the equation of the system of lines which are parallel to 
from the ptint*21) members of the family which ar « 3 units distant 

eJnUnT' w aCh r: mb c V f f he family 51 + 12tf + C = 0 is parallel to the 
point 2 n one f values of C which will yield lines 3 units from the 

for the Hi ; ? * above the other below the point. Using the formula 

for the d,stance from a line to a point, we obtain the equations 

5(2) -f 12(1) + C _ 5(2) -f 12(1) + C 

13 - 3 - -f3-- -3. 

The roots are C - 17 and C = -61. Hence the required equations are 
5x + I2y + 17 = 0 and 5x + 12y - 61 = 0. 

3-6 Family of lines through the intersection of two lines Th„ „ 

readily. To illustrate, we consider the two intersecting 


From the left 


2x Zy -f 5 = 0, 4x + y — n = o. 

members of these equations we form the equation 
(2x — Zy -f 5) -f k(4x + y — 11 ) = q, 


(1) 
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where k is a parameter. This equation is of the first degree in x and y 
for any value of k. Hence it represents a system of lines. Furthermore, 
each line of the family goes through the intersection of the given lines. 
We verify this statement by actual substitution. The given lines intersect 
at (2,3). Then, using these values for x and y, we get 

(4-9 4-5)+ *(8 + 3- 11) =0, 

0 + *(0) = 0, 

0 = 0 . 

This result demonstrates that equation (1) is satisfied by the coordinates 
(2,3) regardless of the value of k. Hence the equation defines a family of 
lines passing through the intersection of the given lines. 

More generally, let the equations 

A\X + B\y + C\ = 0, 

A ix + Biy + Ci = 0 

define two intersecting lines. Then the equation 

(A\X + B\y + Ci) + k(Aii + Bty + C 2 ) = 0 

represents a system of lines through the intersection of the given lines. 
To verify this statement, we first observe that the equation is linear for 
any value of k. Next we notice that the coordinates of the intersection 
point reduce each of the parts in parentheses to zero, and hence satisfy the 
equation for any value of k. 

Example. Write the equation of the system of lines through the intersection 
of x _ 7 y + 3 - o and Ax + 2y - 5 = 0. Find the member of the family which 
has the slope 3. 

Solution. The equation of the system of lines passing through the intersection 
of the given lines is 

(x - 7y + 3) + k(4x + 2y - 5) = 0, 

or, collecting terms, 

(1 + Ak)x + (-7 + 2 k)y + 3 - 5k = 0. 

.... . 1 + 4 k 

The slope of each member of this system, except for the vertical line, is 2k — 7 
Equating this fraction to the required slope gives 

8 „ d k = 2. 

The member of the system for k = 2 is 9x — 3y — 7 = 0. 

Exercise 3-2 

Find the distance from the line to the point in each problem 1-6. 

1. 5r + I2y + 60 = 0; (3,2). 2. Ax - 3y = 15; (4,1). 
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3. X + y - 3 = 0; (4,5). 4. 3 x + y = 10; (-3,-1). 

5. -2x + 5y + 7 = 0; (6,0). 6. y = 7; (3,-8). 

Determine the distance between the pair of parallel lines in each problem 7-10. 

7. 4x — 3y — 9 = 0, 4z — 3y — 24 = 0. 

8. I2x + by = 13, 12x + 5 y = 104. 

9. 15x - Sy - 34 = 0, 15x - 8y + 51 = 0. 

10. x + y + 7 = 0, x + y - 11 =0. 


Write the equation of the system of lines possessing the given property in each 
problem 11-18. In each case assign three values to the parameter and draw the 
corresponding lines. 

11. Parallel to 7x — 4y = 3. 

12. Passing through ( — 3,4). 

13. Having the x-intercept twice the ^-intercept. 

14. Perpendicular to 2x — by + 3 = 0. 

15. Having the y-intercept equal to —4. 

16. Having the sum of the intercepts equal to 10. 

17. Through the intersection of x — 2y 4- 7 = 0 and 5x — 7y — 3 = 0. 

18. Forming with the coordinate axes a triangle of area 16. 

Tell what geometric property is possessed by all the lines of each system in 
problems 19-26. 


19. y = mx -f 4. 
21. 9x + 2 y = k. 

23 ‘ l + 3 = U 


20 . y = 2x + b. 

22. y + 4 — m(x — 3). 

24 ^ + = 
a 4 + a 


25. (4x -7y-7) + ky = 0. 26. (4x + y + 1) + k(3x + 7y) = 0. 

27. In the preceding problems 19-26 determine the line of the system which 
passes through (3,0). 

28. Write the equation of the family of lines of slope -3, and find the two 
members passing 5 units from the origin. 

29 ~ 3 f 4 r filld the equation of th * line which passes through the 
intersection of the pair of lines and satisfies the other given condition. 

29. 3* + y — 2 = 0, x + 5y - 4 = 0; through (5,2). 

30. 5x + 3y + 2 = 0, x — y — 2 = 0; m = -3. 

31. x - lly = o, 3x + y - 5 = 0; a vertical line. 

32. 6x — 2y = 3, x — 5y = 4; m = 0. 

33. 3x - 4y - 2 = 0, 3x + 4y + I = 0; intercepts are equal. 

, ' U ., 5 ~ °» * + y ~ 4 = 0; passing through (0,0). 

x + v r? ; tria ; gle ™ OD the lines defined by 2x - 3y + 4 - 0 

the equations of the aStudei! °' W,lh0Ut 6 ° lving f ° r the verticea - find ’ 
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36. Find the equations of the bisectors of the angles formed by the lines 
4x + 3y — 12 = 0 and 5 j — 12 y — 60 = 0. [Suggestion: Let P(x,y) be a point 
on a bisector and use the fact that each point of a bisector is equally distant from 
the sides.) 

37. Find the equations of the bisectors of the angles formed by the lines 
x + 2 y + 3 = 0 and 2x + y — 2 = 0. 

38. W rite the equation .lx + By + C = 0 in normal form. Show that in 
this form the coefficient of x is equal to cos a; and the coefficient of y is equal to 
sin co, where u> is the inclination of the perpendicular segment drawn from the 
origin to the line. 



CHAPTER 4 


TRANSFORMATION OF COORDINATES 


4-1 Introduction. Suppose that we have a curve in the coordinate 
plane and the equation which represents the curve. We wish to take 
another pair of axes in the plane and find the equation of the same curve 
with respect to the new axes. The new equation will depend on the original 
equation and the location of the new axes. The process of changing from 
one pair of axes to another is called a transformation of coordinates. 

The device of transforming coordinates is a powerful and much used 
procedure. Numerous problems, many of a practical nature, can be 
conveniently begun with the coordinate axes in a certain position and 
carried forward more easily by using axes in another position. We shall 
find in Chapter 5 that considerable advantage is gained by the transforma¬ 
tion process. There the study of second degree equations and their loci 
is greatly simplified by the proper location of the coordinate axes. 


4-2 Translation of axes. When the new axes are parallel to the original 
axes, and similarly directed, the transformation is called a translation of 
axes. The coordinates of each point of the plane are changed under a 
translation of axes. Consequently, the equation of a curve referred to 
the original axes and the equation of the same curve referred to the new 
axes are, in general, not the same. 

To see how the coordinates of a point are changed by a translation of 
axes notice Fig. 4-1. The new axes O'X' and O'Y' are parallel respec- 
lvely to the old axes OX and OY. The coordinates of the new origin O' 
referred to the original axes are denoted by (h,k). Thus the new axes 
can be obtained by shifting the old axes h units horizontally and k units 
vertically while keeping their directions unchanged. Let x and y stand 
for the coordinates of any point P when referred to the old axes and let 

It hlL * r c0 ° rd " mtes of the Point P when referred to the new axes. 
It is evident from the figure that 


Hence 


z = ON = OM+ 0'Q = h + X 1 , 
y — NP = MO' + QP = k + y'. 


x — x + A, y = y' k. 


These formulas give the relations of the old and new coordinates Thev 

f ° r a “ P ° ,ntS ° f th * *», ""ere the new origin O' L any choteT 
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X' 


point of the plane. Holding for all points of the plane, the formulas 
apply in particular to the points of a curve. Consequently, the substitu¬ 
tions i' + /i for x, and y' + k for y in the equation of a curve referred to 
the original axes yield the equation of the same curve referred to the trans¬ 
lated axes. 

Example 1. Find the transformed equation of 

xy — 3x + 2y — 12 = 0 

if the origin is translated to the point ( — 2,3). 

Solution. Here h = —2 and k = 3. Hence the translation equations (1) are 

x = x' — 2 and y = y' + 3. 

Making these substitutions in the given equation, we get 

{x' - 2 ){y' + 3) - 3(x' - 2) + 2(i+ 3) - 12 = 0, 
x'y' + 3x' - 2y' - 6 - 3x' + 6 + 2y' + 6 - 12 = 0, 

x'y' -6 = 0. 

The transformed equation has no first degree terms. The graph is more easily 
constructed by use of this equation and the new axes. The origin of the new axes 
is 2 units to the left of the old origin and 3 units upward. Both sets of axes and 
the graph are drawn in Fig. 4-2. 

Example 2. Translate the axes so that the equation 

2x* + 3 y 1 - lOx + 18y + 26 = 0 

is transformed to a simpler form. 

Solution. We do not know in advance what the translation should be. Hence 
we use the translation formulas with h and k unknown. Thus we have 
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Figure 4-2 


2(x' + *)* + 3 (y' + *)* - 10(z' + h) + 18(y' 4- *) 4- 26 = 0, 

2x'* + 3 ir'* + (4A - 10)z' 4- (6k + 18)j/' + 2A* 4- 3** - 10A -f 18* + 26 = 0. (2) 

We set the coefficients of z' and y’ equal to zero. This gives 4h - 10 = 0 and 

+ 18 Tow and hCnCe h = 5/2 ' * = " 3 - values for * and * reduce 

equation \Z) to 

2z'» + 3 y* - (27/2) = 0, or 4z'» + 6j/'* = 27. 

n” P,U i? ti0 ? ° an a, f° ^ made by com P letin 8 the squares in the z and y 
terms. Using this plan, we have from the original equation 

2(z* - 5z ) + 3(y* + 6y ) = _ 2 6, 

2[x 5 - 5z 4- (25/4)] -f 3 (y* 4- Gy + 9) = -26 4- (25/2) 4- 27, 

2[z - (5/2))* + 3(y + 3)* = 27/2. 

In Ihi, form w. observe that the transformation equations x = x' + 5/2 and 
7x'< + ^ - 27° eqUa,,0n free ° f *"* *— ten " 9 - we obWn as 

Example 3. By a tmnalation of axes, Bud a simplification of the equation 

X* — 6z - 6|/ — 15 = 0. 
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Solution. Applying the translation formulas, we have 

(*' + h) 2 - 6(*' + h) - 6(y' + A) - 15 = 0, 
x' 2 + 2/u-' + A 2 — fix' - 6/i - 6y' - 6* -15 = 0, 
x' 2 + (2 h - 6)x' - 6y' + (A 1 - 6A - 6* - 15) = 0. 

The x' 2 and y' terms have coefficients independent of h and A, and may not lx 
eliminated. We can achieve a simplification, however, by eliminating the x' tern 
and the constant terms. Thus solving the equations 

2h - 6 = 0 and h 7 - 6 h - 6k - 15 - 0 

simultaneously gives h = 3, k = —4. These values for h and k lead to the equa 
tion 

- Gy* = 0 . 

This result can also be obtained by completing the square in the x terms, an* 
selecting the translation which will eliminate the x term and the constant terms 
Thus the given equation yields 

x 2 - 6x + 9 = 6y + 15 + 9, 

( X - 3) 2 = 6 (y + 4). 

By translating the origin to (3,-4), this equation becomes x' 7 = 6 y\ Both set 
of axes and the graph are drawn in Fig. 4-3. 

Exercise 4-1 

Determine the new equation in each problem 1-8 if the origin is translated t 
the given point. 

1. 3.r + 2 y = 6; (4,-3). 2. 5x - 4i/ + 3 = 0; (1,2). 

3. (y - 2Y = G(x - 3); (2,3). 

4. (x + 3) J + (y + 5)* = 25; (-3,-5). 

5. x 1 + y 7 + 12x - 8y + 48 = 0; (-6,4). 

6. x 1 - 4x - 7y + 46 = 0; (2,6). 
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7. xy — x — y — 10 = 0; (1,1). 

8. i 3 - 3*’ + 3x = y + 3; (1,-2). 

In each problem 9-14 give the point to which the origin must be translated in 
order that the transformed equation shall have no first degree term. Find also 
the new equation. 

9. x 1 + y- - 2x - 4y - 4 = 0. 10. 2x J + 2y* - 8x + 5 = 0. 

11. xy - 2x - 3y - 8 = 0. 12. z 1 - y 2 - 8x + 6y + 3 = 0. 

13. 2x 2 + 4y'- + 12x + % + 4 = 0. 14. 9x 2 + 4y* - Sy = 0. 

In each problem 15-18 eliminate the constant term and one of the first degree 
terms. 

15. y 1 - 6y + 4x + 5 = 0. 16. - 2x - Sy - 15 = 0. 

17. y 5 + lOz + Ay 4- 24 = 0. 18. y* - 4y - x + 1 = 0. 

4-3 Rotation of axes. When the new axes have the same origin but di¬ 
rections different from the original axes, the transformation is called a 
rotation of axes. That is, the new axes may be obtained by rotating the 
original axes through an angle about the origin. 

We shall derive transformation formulas, for a rotation through an 
angle 0, which express the old coordinates in terms of the new coordinates. 
In Fig. 4-1 the coordinates of the point P are ( x,y ) referred to the original 
axes OX and OY, and are ( x',y') when referred to the new axes OX' and 
OY'. We notice that * = OM and y = A/P, x' = OS and y ' = SP. The 

segment RS is drawn parallel to the x-axis and NS is parallel to the y-axis. 
Hence we have 

x = OM - ON - MN — ON — RS = x' cos 6 - xy' sin 6 
y = MP = MR + RP = NS + RP = x ' sin d + x/ cos d. 



Figure 4-4 
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The rotation formulas, therefore, are 

x = x' cos 0 — y' sin 6 , 

y = x' sin 0 + y' cos d. (1) 

We have derived these formulas for the special case in which 6 is an acute 
angle and the point P is in the first quadrant of both sets of axes. The 
formulas hold, however, for any d and for all positions of P. A proof that 
the formulas hold generally could be made by observing the proper con¬ 
ventions as to the sign of 6 and the signs of all distances involved. 

Example 1. Transform the equation x* — y 1 — 9 = 0 by rotating the axes 
through 45°. 


Solution. Using 6 = 45°, the rotation formulas (1) are 

= iL _ JL = jL + ]L 
1 V2 V2 y V 2 V 2 ' 

We make the substitutions in the given equation and have 


(V 2 V 2 ) (V2 + V 2 ) 9_ 

y - * V + \ - y - *V - \ - 9 = 

2x'y' + 9 = 


The graph and both seta of axes are constructed in Fig. 4-5. 


y 
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Example 2. Find the acute angle of rotation such that the transformed equa¬ 
tion of 2 x- + \ / 3xi / 4- y 1 = 8 will have no x'y' term. 

Solution. We employ the rotation formulas in order to find the required 
angle 0. Substituting for x and y, we get 

2(x' cos 0 — y' sin 0) 5 4- V3(x' cos 0 — y' sin 6)(x' sin 0 + y' cos 0) 

+ ( x' sin 0 + y' cos 0) 5 = 8. 

We perform the indicated multiplications, collect like terms, and obtain 
(2 cos 2 0 + s/3 sin 0 cos 0 + sin 5 0)x' 5 + (-2 sin 0 cos 0 4 V3 cos 5 0 

- y/3 sin 5 0)x'y’ 4 (2 sin 5 0 - V3 sin 0 cos 0 + cos 5 0)y' z = 8. (2) 

Since the x'y' term is to vanish, we set its coefficient equal to zero. Thus we have 

-2 sin 0 cos 0 4 VS (cos 5 0 - sin 5 0) = 0. 

Using the identities sin 20 = 2 sin 0 cos 0 and cos 20 = cos 5 0 - sin 5 0, the equation 
takes the form 

—sin 20 4 V3 cos 20 = 0, 

whence 

tan 20 = >/3, 20 = 60°, 0 = 30°. 

A rotation of 30° eliminates the x’y' term. This value of 0 reduces equation (2) to 

5x' 5 4 y' z . 16. 


Exercise 4-2 

Find the new equation in problems 1-8 when the axes are rotated through the 
given angle. 

1. VZx - y = 4; 0 = 60°. 2. x 4 y = 6; 0 = 45°. 

3. xy = 4; 0 = 45°. 4. x 5 4 y z = a 5 ; 0 = 40°. 

5. x 5 4 xy -f y 1 = 1; 0 = 45°. 6. x* — V%xy 4 2y 5 = 2; 0 = 30° 

7. x 5 - 4xy + 4y* - 8V5x - 4^5y = 0; 0 - arc tan *. 

8. x 5 4 VZxy 4 2t/ 5 = 3; 0 = arc tan Vz. 

equaton willlt no ly*™" Pr ° b ' em ^ ^ tranSf °™ 6d 

9. 3xj + „ - 2 - 0. 10.*. —xv + S-o. 

"• * 3xy + 4yt + 7 = 12. X 5 4- 3x y - X + y = 0. 

r f 

foms - We ^ 
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The general second degree, or quadratic, equation in x and y is repre¬ 
sented by 

Ax- 4- Bxy -4- Cy- + Dx + Ey -f F = 0. (1) 

At least one of the constants .1. B, and C must be different from zero in 
order for the equation to be of the second degree. We assume, too, that 
not all the coefficients of terms involving one of the variables is zero. 
That is, both x and y appear in the equation. 

If B = 0, and .4 and C are both different from zero, we may complete 
the squares in the x and y terms, as in Example 2, Section 4-2. Then it 
is easy to find the translation which will reduce the equation to the form 

A'x' 2 4- C'y' 2 4- F' = 0. 

If B = 0 and one of the coefficients A and C is also zero, we may find the 
translation, as in Example 3, Section 4-2, which will reduce the equation 
(1) to one of the forms 

B'y' 1 4- D'x' = 0 or .4 V 2 + E'y' = 0. 


If B ^ 0, an essential part of the simplification consists in obtaining a 
transformed equation lacking the product term x'y'. We shall show how 
to determine immediately an angle of rotation which will serve for this 
purpose. In equation (1) we substitute the right members of the rotation 
formulas for x and y. This gives, after collecting like terms, the equation 

.4 V 2 4- B'x'y' 4- C'y'- + D'x ' + E'y' 4- F' = 0, 


where the new coefficients are 

A' = A cos 2 0 4- B sin 0 cos 0 4 - C sin 2 0, 

B' = B cos 20 - (A — C) sin 20, 

C' = .4 sin 2 0 — B sin 0 cos 0 4- C cos 2 0, 

D' = D cos 0 4- E sin 0, 

E' = E cos 0 - D sin 0. 

F' = F. 

The x'y' term will vanish only if its coefficient is zero. Hence 0 must 
satisfy the equation 

B' = B cos 20 - (.4 - C) sin 2 Q = 0. 


If A ^ C, the solution is 


tan 20 = 



This formula yields the angle of rotation except when A = C. If .4 = C, 
the coefficient of x'y’ is B cos 20. Then the term vanishes by giving 0 the 
value 45°. Thus we see that an equation of the form (1) with an xy term 
can be transformed into an equation free of the product term x y . 
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We summarize the preceding results in the following theorem. 

Theorem. A second degree equation 

Ax 2 + Bxy + Cy 2 + Dx + Ey + F = 0 

in which B = 0 can be transformed by a translation into one of the forms 

A'x' 2 + C'y’ 2 + F = 0, 

A'x' 2 + E'y' = 0, (2) 

C'y' 2 + D'xf = 0. 

If B 0, one of these forms can be obtained by a rotation and a translation 
(if necessary ). The angle of rotation 0 (chosen acute) is obtained from 
the equation 

tan 20 - A B c ' ^ A * C, 
or 

e = 46°, if A = c. 

By this theorem we see how to find the value of tan 20. The rotation 
formulas, however, contain sin 0 and cos 0. These functions can be ob¬ 
tained from the trigonometric identities 


sin 9 - ij — 2 ° S cos 8 - ^*±1“ 2 -t 

The positive sign is selected before each radical because we shall restrict 0 
to an acute angle. 

Example. Reduce the equation 

73x 2 - 72 iy + 52 y- + lOOx - 200 y + 100 = 0 
to one of the forms (2). 


Solution. 
be lacking. 


\Ve first transform the equation so that the product term 
lo find the angle of rotation, we have 


x'y* will 


whence 


tan 28 





cos 28 = 


Hence 

sin Jlr r cos2e 4 
\ 2 “5 

The rotation formulas are then 



and 


and 
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X 

Figure 4-6 


By substituting for x and y in the given equation and simplifying, we get 

x'» + 4 y 'i - Ax' - 8y' + 4 = 0. 

Completing the squares in the z' and y" terms, this equation becomes 

(x' - 2)* + 4(y' - 1)* — 4 = 0. 

Finally, a translation to the point (2,1) yields the desired form 

x"* + 4y"* -4 = 0. 

It is much easier to draw the graph from this equation than by using the original 
equation. The graph and the three sets of axes are constructed in Fig. 4-6. 

Exercise 4-3 

Translate the axes so that the constant term is eliminated. Draw both sets of 
axes and the graph: 

1. 3x — Ay = 6. 2. x = 6. 

Rotate the axes through an acute angle such that the x' or the y' term is elimi¬ 
nated: 

3. 3x — 4y = 6. 4. x + y = 0. 

Reduce each of the equations 5-8 to one of the simplified forms (2). 

5. x* - 2 xy + i /* - SV2y -8 = 0. 

6. 3x* + 2V3xy + y* - 2x - 2 V3y -16=0. 

7. 73x J - 72xj/ -f 52 y* + 380x - 160y + 400 = 0. 

8. 7x* + 48xy - 7 y 1 - 150x - 50y + 100 = 0. 
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9. Show that the graph of the quadratic equation in one variable 
Ax 2 + Dx + F = 0 is one line, two parallel lines, or that no real value of x satis¬ 
fies the equation, according as the discriminant D 2 — 4 AF is zero, positive, or 
negative. 

Write the left members of the following equations as the product of two linear 
factors. Draw the graphs corresponding to the real factors. 

10. x*- x - 6 = 0. 11. x 7 + 6z+ 9 = 0. 

12. x 2 + x - 1 = 0. 13. x 1 + x + 1 = 0. 

14. Work out all the steps of the rotation transformation which is applied to 
equation (1), Section 4-4. 



CHAPTER 5 


THE SECOND DEGREE EQUATION 

5-1 Introduction. In this chapter we shall study second degree, or 
quadratic, equations in two variables. The general quadratic equation in 
x and y may be expressed in the form 

Ax' 1 4- Bxy + Cy- + Dx + Ey + F = 0. (1) 

The study of this kind of equation in some respects is less simple than the 
case of the linear equation. Any linear equation in two variables has a 
locus, and the locus is a straight line. In contrast, not all second degree 
equations have loci, and those having loci represent different types of 
curves. Our principal interest, however, will be in equations which have 
loci. 

The locus of a quadratic equation in two variables is called a conic 
section or, more simply, a conic. This designation comes from the fact 
that the locus or curve can be obtained as the intersection of a right cir¬ 
cular cone and a plane.* Conic sections were investigated, particularly 
by Greek mathematicians, long before analytic methods were introduced. 
Various properties of conics were discovered and this phase of geometry 
received much emphasis. Today the interest in conic sections is enhanced 
by numerous important theoretical and practical applications which have 
been found. 

Obviously, different, kinds of conic sections are possible. A plane, not 
passing through the vertex of a cone, may cut all the elements of one nappe 
and make a closed curve (Fig. 5-1). If the plane is parallel to an element, 
the intersection extends indefinitely far along one nappe but does not cut 
the other. The plane may cut both nappes and make a section of two 
parts, with each extending indefinitely far along a nappe. In addition 
to these sections the plane may pass through the vertex of the cone and 
determine a point, a line, or two intersecting lines. An intersection of 
this kind is sometimes called a degenerate conic. The section consisting 
of two intersecting lines approaches two parallel lines if the cone is made 
to approach a cylinder by letting the vertex recede indefinitely far. For 
this reason, two parallel lines are classed with the degenerate conics. 

* A right circular cone is the surface generated by a line which passes through 
a fixed point on a fixed line and moves so that it makes a constant angle with the 
fixed line. The fixed point is the vertex and the generating line in any position 
is called an element. The vertex separates the cone into two parts called nappes. 
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6-2 The simplified equations of conics. Despite the interesting geo¬ 
metric way in which conics first became known, we shall approach their 
study as loci of second degree equations rather than as the intersections 

of planes and cones. In our study we shall take advantage of the simpli¬ 
fied equations * 


Ax' + cy' + F = 




(3) 

(4) 


Cy 1 + Dx = 0, 

Ax* + Ey = 0, 

which were obtained in Section 4-4. 

Normally, equations (2)-(4) represent conics. There are exceptional 

t2 h ° Wever ’ de P endin g on the values of the coefficients. The^xcep- 

t on mh* 8 n0t r Ur main interest ’ but we do notice them EquZ 
a"® h f n ° lt>CUS f ,f A > C > and F are all of the same sign, for then there 

the 2 : 

- - rsi 
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lines, two parallel lines, or one line. An equation of the form (3) or (4) 
always has a locus, but the locus is a line if the coefficient of the first degree 
term is zero. The point and line loci of second degree equations are called 
degenerate conics, as was previously noted. 

Aside from the exceptional cases, we shall discover that equations of 
the form (2) represent different types of curves, depending on the relative 
values of A and C. We shall consider the cases in which (a) A = C, 
(b) A and C have the same sign but are unequal, and (c) A and C have 
opposite signs. The equations (3) and (4) are not essentially different so 
far as their loci are concerned. This statement may be justified by noting 
that a rotation of 90° will transform either equation into one having the 
form of the other. 


5-3 The parabola. We shall consider first equations (3) and (4). Each 
of these equations has only one second degree term, and in this respect 
is simpler than equation (2). By division and transposition we reduce 
the equations to the forms 

y 7 = 4ax, (6) 

x 1 = 4 ay, (6) 

which will be found more convenient. The locus of an equation of either 
of these forms, or which can be reduced to one of these forms, is called a 
parabola. Restricting our attention for the moment to equation (5), we 
observe at once certain characteristics of its locus. The graph passes 
through the origin and is symmetric with respect to the x-axis. If a > 0, 
x may have any positive value or zero, but may have no negative value. 
As x increases, the values of y increase numerically. Hence the graph 
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y 



extends indefinitely far into the first and fourth quadrants (Fig. 5-2). 
If a < 0, then x may assume only zero and negative values, and the graph 
extends into the second and third quadrants. 

Similarly, the graph of equation (6) passes through the origin and is 
symmetric with respect to the y-axis. The parabola opens upward or 
downward depending on whether a is positive or negative. 

The line of symmetry of a parabola is called the axis of the parabola 
The intersection of the axis and the parabola is called the vertex. 


5-4 The focus-directrix property of a parabola. Having observed cer¬ 
tain obvious properties of a parabola, we look more closely for further in¬ 
formation. We see that the left member of y* = 4ax represents the square 
of a distance, and the nght member is a constant times the first power of a 
distance. Keeping distances in mind, we inquire if the equation may be 
altered so that both sides represent like powers of distances. The right 
member may be regarded as the middle term of the square of a binomial, 

fhp ;l beC rr a 5 pe e ^ t square by the addition of ** + 4a*. This changes 
e left side to x +4a + y*, which is not a perfect square. The left side 
now appears to need a first degree term . n x WH q th . s sugg ™ 

return to the original equation and introduce a first degree ferm in’the 
left member by transposing from the right member. Thus we have 


y* - 2ax « 2 ax, 

x* - 2ox + a* + y* - x* + 2ax + a 1 , 
(x - a) 1 + y* = {x + a)*. 

Taking positive square roots, we obtain 


V'Cx - a y + y* . ±(x + a). 
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where the sign in the right member is to be chosen so that (x + a) is posi¬ 
tive. This equation is subject to a ready interpretation in terms of dis¬ 
tances. The left member is the distance between any point (x,y) of the 
parabola and the point F(a, 0). The right member is the distance from 
the line x = -a to the point (x,y). Hence we conclude that all points of 
a parabola are equally distant from a fixed point and a fixed line. The 
fixed point is named the focus and the fixed line the directrix. We state 
this result as a theorem. 

Theorem. Each ■point of a parabola is equally distant from a fixed 

point (focus) and a fixed line (directrix). 

The focus of y- = 4ax is F(a, 0) and the directrix is the line x = —a. 

The focus of x 1 = 4 ay is F(0,a) and the directrix is the line y = —a. 

The chord drawn through the focus and perpendicular to the axis of a 
parabola is given the Latin name latus rectum. The length of the latus 
rectum can be determined from the coordinates of its end points. By 
substituting a for x in the equation y 2 = 4ax, we find 

yt = 4 a * and y = ±2 a. 

Hence the end points of the latus rectum are (a,—2a) and (a,2a). This 
makes the length equal to the numerical value of 4a. 

The vertex and the extremities of the latus rectum are sufficient for 
making a rough sketch of the parabola. A few additional points, however, 



Figure 5—4 Figure 5-5 
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would greatly improve the accuracy. Figures 5-4 to 5-7 show carefully 
constructed parabolas corresponding to the equations y 2 = 4 ax and 
x* = 4 ay. 

Summarizing, we make the following remarks regarding the equations 

y 1 = 4 ax , (5) 

x 2 = 4 ay . (6) 

Equation (5) represents a parabola with vertex at the origin and focus at 
(a,0). The parabola opens to the right if a is positive and to the left if 
a is negative. Equation (6) represents a parabola with vertex at the 
origin and focus at (0,a). The parabola opens upward if a is positive 
and downward if a is negative. The numerical value of a is the distance 


y 



Figure 5-7 
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between the vertex and the focus, and its sign tells in which direction to 
measure this distance. The length of the latus rectum is equal to the 
absolute value of 4a. The graph of an equation in one of these forms can 
be quickly drawn, the vertex and ends of the latus rectum being sufficient 
for a rough sketch. 

The forms (5) and (6) can be applied to find the equations of parabolas 
which satisfy certain specified conditions. We illustrate their use in some 
examples. 


Example 1. Write the equation of the parabola with vertex at the origin and 
the focus at (0,4). 

Solution. Equation (6) applies here. The distance from the vertex to the 
focus is 4, and hence a = 4. Substituting this value for a, we get 

i* = 16 y. 

Example 2. A parabola has its vertex at the origin, its axis along the x-axis, 
and passes through the point (—3,6). Find its equation. 

Solution. The equation of the parabola is of the form y 7 = 4ax. To determine 
the value of a, we substitute the coordinates of the given point in this equation. 
Thus we obtain 

36 = 4a(—3), and 4a = -12. 

The required equation is y 7 = — 12x. The focus is at (—3,0), and the given 
point is the upper end of the latus rectum. The graph is constructed in Fig. 5-8. 


y 



Figure 5-8 




Figure 5-9 


Example 3. The equation of a parabola is x 1 = -6y. Find the coordinates 
of the focus, the equation of the directrix, and the length of the latus rectum. 

Solution. The equation is of the form (6), where a is negative. Hence the 
focus is on the negative y-axis and the parabola opens downward. From the 
equation 4a = -6, we find a = -3/2. Therefore the coordinates of the focus 
are (0.-3/2) and the directrix is y = 3/2. The length of the latus rectum is 
numerically equal to 4a, and in this case is 6. The latus rectum extends 3 units 
to the left and 3 units to the right of the focus. The graph may be sketched by 
drawing through the vertex and the ends of the latus rectum. For more accurate 
graphing a few additional points could be plotted. (See Fig. 5-9.) 


JoXEHCISE 5-1 

Find the coordinates of the foeus, the coordinates of the ends of the latus 
eachTu'rte eqUat,0 “ ' he dire ' tri ’‘ ° f each parabola in P roblems ^ Sketch 

'' »' " **■ 2- ST* - -16x. 3. x* = — lOv 

5 ' »' + 3r , 0. 6. i* — 8y = 0. 

^ « the » b “ b 

7. Focus at (3,0). o « , . , , 

O TV . • . 8< Focus at (-4,0). 

9. Directrix isx + 6 = 0. in n;r» * • • 

,, t a 10 - Directrix is y - 4 = 0, 

11. Latus rectum 12, and opens downward. 

12. Focus on the y-axis, and passes through (2,8). 

13. Axis along the y-axis, and passes through (4,-3). 

14. Ends of latus rectum are (-3,-6) and (-3,6). 

5- Opens to the left, and passes through (-1,-1) 

16. Opens to the right, and the length of the Utus rectum is 16. 
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17. A cable suspended from supports which are at the same height and 400 feet 
apart has a sag of 100 feet. If the cable hangs in the form of a parabola, 6nd its 
equation, taking the origin at the lowest point. 

18. Find the width of the cable of problem 17 at a height 50 feet above the 
lowest point. 


6-6 The ellipse. We next consider the equation 

Ax 7 + Cy 7 + F = 0, (2) 

where A and C have the same sign and F has the opposite sign. If A = C, 
we may write the equation as x 2 + y 7 = -F/A. The left member is the 
square of the distance of any point ( x,y ) from the origin. Hence the locus 
is a circle and the right member is the square of the radius. Indicating 
the radius by r, we have the more suggestive form 

x 7 + y 7 = r*, (7) 

If A it C, the locus of equation (2), or an equation reducible to this 
form, is defined as an ellipse. By setting x and y in turn equal to zero, 
we find the squares of the intercepts on the axes to be -F/A and —F/C. 
Using a 7 = —F/A and 6 2 = —F/C, equation (2) becomes 



The intercepts are thus brought into prominence, and for still other 
reasons this form will be convenient. We shall regard a and b as positive, 
and for definiteness take a > b. 

We notice first that the graph of equation (8) is symmetric with respect 
to both coordinate axes. Solving for x and y in turn, we have 
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These equations show that y 1 must not exceed 6 2 , and z* must not exceed 
a*. In other words, the permissible values of the variables are given by 
—a < x < a and —6 < y < 6. The graph (Fig. 5-10) cuts the x-axis at the 
points V’(-a, 0) and V(a, 0), and cuts the y-axis at B'(0,-b) and B(0,b). 
The segment V'V(= 2a) is called the major axis of the ellipse, and B'B{ = 26) 
is the minor axis. The ends of the major axis are called vertices. The 
intersection of the major and minor axes is the center of the ellipse. (The 
designation of the vertices by V' and V comes from the first letter in 
the word vertex.) 

Y 


X 


Figure 5-11 



The graph of 


£ + £ = 1 
a 1 ^ b 3 1 


and (9> 
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Figure 5-12 shows the graph of equation (8). The points F'(-c,0) 
and F{c, 0) denote the foci, where for the moment c is undetermined For 
the vertex V we have F'V + FV = F'V + V'F' = 2a. Thus the con¬ 
stant 2a is the sum of the distances from the vertex to the foci. Hence 
we need to show that the sum of the distances from any point on the 
ellipse to the foci is equal to 2 a. By considering next the special point B, 
the value of c may be determined. In order that F'B + FB should be 
equal to 2 a, each of these segments must have a length equal to a. This 
gives, from the right triangle OFB, the relation c 2 = a 1 - b 7 . Using this 
relation and the equation of the ellipse, we next show that F'P + FP is 
equal to 2a, where P(x,y) is any point of the ellipse. Denoting this sum 
by S, we have 


5 = V(x + c) 7 + y 7 + V(x — c) 7 + y 7 . (a) 

Whence, squaring and collecting like terms, 

S 7 = 2x 7 + 2 y 7 + 2c 2 + 2Vx* - 2c 7 x 7 + c* + 2 x 7 y 7 + 2c 2 !/ 2 + y*. (b) 

If we replace c 2 by a 2 — b 7 , the radicand becomes 

a* + b* + x* + y* — 2a 2 6 2 - 2a 2 x 2 + 2ay + 26 2 x 2 - 2b 7 y 7 + 2x 7 y 7 . 

An examination of this expression reveals that it is equal to 

(a 2 + 6 2 - x 2 - y 7 ) 7 

if the signs of each of the terms —2 a 7 b 7 , 2a 7 y 7 , and 26 2 x 2 are reversed. The 
equation of the ellipse, (8), yields 26 2 x 2 + 2 a 7 y 7 — 2a 7 b 7 = 0, which shows 
that the signs of the three terms may be reversed without changing the 
value of the radicand. Hence we have 




Figure 5-12 
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S t = 2x* + 2y* + 2a* - 2fc* + 2(a* + 6* - x* - y*) = 4a 5 

and 

S = 2a. 

We chose the positive square root of the radical of equation (b). This is 
necessary because the radical is the product of the two positive radicals 
of equation (a). That we chose the positive square root may be observed 
from the figure. We notice that a 1 + fe* > x* + y*. and hence a 1 + 6* 

- x* - y* > 0. It is necessary also to select the positive square root of 

4a*, since S is the sum of two positive quantities. We state the result as 
a theorem. 

Theorem. The sum of the distances from each point of an ellipse to two 

fixed points (foci) of the major axis is constant and equal to the length of 
the major axis. 

The foot of 1 are the points (~c,0) and (c,0), where 

c* = a* - 6*. 

The foci of ^ + l = i are the points (0,-c) and (0 ,c), where 

still c* = a* - 6*. 


The chord through a focus and perpendicular to the major axis is called 
a lalus rectum. Substituting x = c in the equation of the ellipse (8) and 
usmg the relation c* = a* - 6*. the points (c,-6*/a) and (c,6*/a) are found 

is°2fc*/l TK S °„ ° ne lat i S reC , t V m ' Hence the ]en & h of the latus rectum 
is 20 /a. I he ellipse and each latus rectum are drawn in Fig. 5-13. 



Figure 5-13 
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5-7 The eccentricity of an ellipse. The ratio c/a is called the eccen¬ 
tricity e of the ellipse. The shape of the ellipse depends on the value of 
its eccentricity. For example, suppose that we visualize an ellipse in 
which the major axis remains constant, while e starts at zero and ap¬ 
proaches unity. If e = 0, the equations e = c/a and b 2 = a 2 — c* show that 
c = 0 and a = b. The two foci are then coincident at the origin and the 
ellipse is a circle. As e increases, the foci separate, each receding from 
the origin, and b decreases. As e approaches 1, c approaches a, and b 
approaches 0. Thus the ellipse, starting as a circle, becomes narrow, with 
all its points near the major axis. 

Example 1. Find the equation of the ellipse with foci at (0,±4) and a vertex 
(at 0,6.) 

Solution. The location of the foci shows that the center of the ellipse is at the 
origin, that the equation is of the form (9), and that c = 4. The given vertex, 
6 units from the center, makes a = 6. Using the relation b 2 = a 2 — c 2 , we find 
b 2 = 20. Hence the required equation is 


J'-’ + - = 1 

36 ^ 20 


Example 2. Sketch the ellipse 9z* + 25 y * = 225. 


Solution . Dividing by 225 gives the form 



Since the denominator of x 1 is greater than the denominator of y *, the major axis 



Figure 5-14 
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is along the x-axis. We see also that a 7 = 25, b 2 = 9, and c — Va 2 — b 2 — 4. 
Hence the vertices are at (±5,0), the ends of the minor axis at (0,±3), and the 
foci at (±4,0). The length of a latus rectum is 2 b 7 /a = 18/5. The locations of 
the ends of the axes and the ends of each latus rectum are sufficient for making 
a sketch of the ellipse. Figure 5-14 shows the curve with several important 
points indicated. 


EiXERCISE 

Find the coordinates of the foci, the ends of the axes, and the ends of each 
latus rectum in problems 1-10. From this information sketch the curves. 

. •> . *» 


1, — 4- — = 1 
25^9 '• 

r 2 n 2 

3 ' ils + m = '■ 


5 i!-i! 
49 + 25 


1 


7. 25x J + 4 j/ 2 = 100. 
9. 4x’ + if = 4. 


2 JEl + „ 1 

169 + 25 ** 

4 JL* + £? = ! 

25 + 16 ” *• 

r 2 7 /? 

«■ W + f - '■ 

8. x* 4- 4i/* = 9. 
10. 2x* + 3// 1 = 12. 


. - ^ - 

o ,' Vr,te , th , e equations of the ellipses whose axes coincide with the coordinate 
xes, and which satisfy the conditions given in problems 11-18. 

11. Vertex (4,0); end of minor axis (0,3). 

12. Focus (2,0); vertex (5,0). 

13. Focus (0,-4); minor axis 4. 

14. Minor axis 12; vertex (9,0). 

15. Focus (3,0); length of latus rectum 9. 

16. End of minor axis (5,0); length of latus rectum 

17. Passing through (3,5) and (7,5/3). 

18. Passing through (3,v^) and (V6,2). 

<o - s > - **> •» - 

Findtht th ” — itS (-3.0) and ,3.0, is 8. 

circle J+/-36 Uali0n °' ^ ‘° 0,,S th ' ““*«*. »' ordinates of the 

dinate axef SETS.*Sn’ofT? ^ j*"* the coor- 

,S 4 Units from the end, in contact with thesis ^ °" ^ 8egment which 

axes 4 ' Show t ifaUhf po“nt at T disTance^ f “fi C ° ntact with the coordin ate 
describes an ellipse if a * b. fr ° m th ® ® nd m contact with the x-axis 
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25. The earth’s orbit is an ellipse with the sun at one focus. The length of 
the major axis is 186,000,000 miles and the eccentricity is 0.0167. Find the dis¬ 
tances from the ends of the major axis to the sun. These are the greatest and 
least distances from the earth to the sun. 


6-8 The hyperbola. We return to the equation 

Ax 2 + Cy 2 + F = 0 


and now specify that A and C are to be of unlike signs. The graph for 
this case is called a hyperbola. If F has the same sign as C, the equation 
may be written in a more convenient form for study: 



We regard a and b as positive but make no restriction as to their compara¬ 
tive values. 

The graph of equation (10) is symmetric with respect to the coordinate 
axes. The permissible values for x and y become evident when each is 
expressed in terms of the other. Thus we get 

x = ± ^ y/b 2 A- y 2 and y = ± ^ y/x 2 — a 2 . 


We see from the first of these equations that y may have any real value, 
and from the second that x may have any real value except those for 
which x 2 < a 2 . Hence the hyperbola extends indefinitely far from the 
axes in each quadrant. But there is no part of the graph between the 
lines x = —a and x = a. This means that the hyperbola consists of two 
separate parts, or branches (Fig. 5-15). The ^-intercept points are 
F'(—a,0) and F(a,0), and are called vertices. The segment V'V is the 
transverse axis. There is no ^-intercept, but the segment from B'(0,—b) 
to B(0,b) is called the conjugate axis. While the conjugate axis has no 
point in common with the hyperbola, it has an important relation to the 
curve, as we shall see. The intersection of the axes is called the center. 

The hyperbola has associated with it two fixed points called the foci. 
The foci of the hyperbola defined by equation (10) are F'(-c, 0) and 
F(c,0), where c 2 = a 2 + b 2 . The difference of the distances from each point 
of the hyperbola to the foci is a constant. The proof of this property 
of the hyperbola may be made almost exactly as in the case of the ellipse, 
and is left for the reader. 

The chord through a focus and perpendicular to the transverse axis is 
called a latus rectum. By substituting x = c in equation (10) and using 
the relation c 2 = a 2 4- b 2 , the points ( c,—b 2 /a) and ( c,b 2 /a ) are found to be 
the extremities of a latus rectum. Hence its length is 2 b 2 /a. 

It is important to note that the relation among the three quantities 
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Figure 5-15 


a, b, and c as used in connection with the hyperbola is not the same as for 
the ellipse. For the ellipse we chose a > 6 and defined c by the equation 

* " f ~ for the hyperbola c is defined by c 1 = a 2 + ft 1 and no restric¬ 
tion is placed on the relative values of a and b. 

The hyperbola 


z-.-Z = i 


(ii) 


has its vertices at V'(0,-a) and V(0,o), and the foci are at F'(0,-c) and 
F(0,c), where still c* = a 7 + b*. 

veteTJw) Fi " d th<! eqU,tio '' the h rP erb °'“ with foci at <0,±5) and a 

jS loc * tion <* ,he f "i ^ows that the equation is of the form (11). 
dcsi.il equation is ti0 " + »■ we fl " d *’ = Hence the 


-— = 1 

25 16 


the?vn^ aS r Pt ° tCS ° f * hyperbola * Unlike the other conic sections, 
In th^cnnn a ^ T**** With tWO lines which are its asymptotes 
g^om ricaUnttre r Q T y Seems to have ™ “ate 

metrical interpretation, becomes significant. To draw the asymptotes, 
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we first construct the rectangle (Fig. 5-16) with a pair of sides through the 
vertices perpendicular to the transverse axis and the other sides through 
(0,-5) and (0,6). The extended diagonals of this rectangle are the asymp¬ 
totes of the hyperbola of equation (10). To show that these lines are 
asymptotes, we first consider the diagonal and the part of the hyperbola 
extending into the first quadrant. The equations of the diagonal and this 
part of the hyperbola are, respectively, 



We see that for any x > a the ordinate of the hyperbola is less than the 
ordinate of the line. If, however, x is many times as large as a, the cor¬ 
responding ordinates are almost equal. This may be seen more con¬ 
vincingly by examining the difference of the two ordinates. Thus by 
subtracting and changing the form, we get 

b(x — Vx 2 - a-) _ 6(x — Vx 2 — a 2 )(x -f Vx 2 - a 2 ) _ ab 

a a(x + V x 2 — a 2 ) x + Vx 2 — a 2 

The numerator of the last fraction is constant. The denominator in¬ 
creases as x increases, and can be made as large as we please by taking x 
sufficiently large. Therefore the difference of the ordinates approaches 
zero. Since the perpendicular distance from a point of the hyperbola to 
the line is less than the difference in «/-values, the line is an asymptote of 
the curve. From considerations of symmetry we conclude that the ex¬ 
tended diagonals are asymptotes to the hyperbola in each of the four 
quadrants. The equation of the other diagonal is of course y = — (6/a)x. 

Similarly, the equations of the asymptotes of the hyperbola (11) are 


Y 



Figure 5-16 
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We observe that for each of the hyperbolas (10) and (11) the asymptotes 
may be obtained by factoring the left member and equating each factor 
to zero. 

The asymptotes are helpful in sketching a hyperbola. A rough draw¬ 
ing can be made from the associated rectangle and its extended diagonals. 
The accuracy may be improved considerably, however, by plotting the 
end points of each latus rectum. 

If a = 6, the associated rectangle is a square and the asymptotes are 
perpendicular to each other. For this case the hyperbola is called equi¬ 
lateral because its axes are equal, or is named rectangular because its 
asymptotes intersect at right angles. 

The ratio c /a is called the eccentricity e of the hyperbola. The angle of 
intersection of the asymptotes, and therefore the shape of the hyperbola, 
depends on the value of e. Since c is greater than a, the value of e is 
greater than 1. If c is just slightly greater than a, so that e is near 1, the 
relation e* = a 2 + 6* shows that b is small compared with a. Then the 
asymptotes make a pair of small angles. The branches of the hyperbola, 
enclosed by small angles, diverge slowly. If <* increases, the branches are 
enclosed by larger angles. And the angles can be made near 90° by taking 
large values for e. 



Figure 5-17 
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Example. Sketch the curve 36x J - 64y* = 2304. 

Solution. Dividing by 2304 reduces the given equation to the form 


Here a = 8, 6 = 6, and from c’ = o* + b\ we find c = 10. The vertices therefore 
are (±8,0) and the foci are (±10,0). Each latus rectum has a length of 9 units. 
The equations of the asymptotes are 3x - 4y = 0 and 3 z + 4 y = 0. From this 
information the hyperbola can be drawn (Fig. 5-17). 


Exercise 5-3 

For each hyperbola 1-8 find the coordinates of the vertices and foci, the length 
of each latus rectum, and the equations of the asymptotes. Sketch each curve, 
using the asymptotes. 


1 £?_£* =1 

16 9 *• 

3 9 4 " L 

5 ‘ 4 21 “ L 

7. y l - z J = 36. 


2 . — —£ = \ 

36 64 

4 £ _ *! = , 

9 25 ' 

b ’ 20 16 *' 

8. z l - y 5 = 49. 


W rite the equations of the hyperbolas whose axes are on the coordinate axes, 
and which also satisfy the conditions given in problems 9-16. 

9. Vertex (4,0); end of conjugate axis (0,3). 

10. Focus (6,0); vertex (4,0). 

11. Focus (0,5); conjugate axis 4. 

12. Conjugate axis 6; vertex (7,0). 

13. Latus rectum 5; focus (3,0). 

14. End of conjugate axis (3,0); length of latus rectum 10. 

15. Passes through (6,5) and (8,2%/IS). 

16. Passes through (3,V2) and (2\/3,2). 


6-10 Applications of conics. Many examples of conics have been dis¬ 
covered in natural phenomena, and important applications of them abound 
in engineering and industry. 

A projectile, as a ball or bullet, travels in a path which is approximately 
a parabola. The paths of some comets are nearly parabolic. Cables of 
some suspension bridges hang in the form of a parabola. The surface 
generated by revolving a parabola about its axis is called a paraboloid of 
revolution. A reflecting surface in this form has the property that light 
emanating at the focus is reflected in the direction of the axis. This kind 
of surface is used in headlights, in some telescopes, and in devices to re¬ 
flect sound waves. A comparatively recent application of parabolic metal 
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surfaces is found in radar equipment. The surfaces reflect radio waves 
in the same way that light is reflected, and are used in directing outgoing 
beams and also in receiving waves from other stations. 

The planets have elliptic paths with the sun at a focus. Much use is 
made of semi-elliptic springs and elliptic-shaped gears. A surface of the 
form made by revolving an ellipse about its major axis is so shaped that 
sound waves emanating at one focus are reflected to arrive at the other 
focus. This principle is illustrated in whispering galleries and other 
buildings. 


A very interesting and important application of the hyperbola is that 
of locating the place from which a sound, as of a gun, emanates. From 
the difference in the times at which the sound reaches two listening posts, 
the difference between the distances of the posts from the gun can be 
determined. Then, knowing the distance between the posts, the gun is 
located on a branch of a hyperbola of which the posts are foci. The posi- 
tl0n of gun on this curve can be found by the use of a third listening 
post. Either of the two posts and the third are foci of a branch of another 

“ z is locatcd ' Hence the gun is at the inter - 

a L h :, P : in - iPle ; Sed *r finding the loCation ° f a S un *■ also employed by 
dar-equipped airplane to determine its location. In this case the 

plane receives radio signals from three stations of known locations. 


6-il Standard forms of second degree equations. In our studv of 

mi Fnr COnl , CS ,' vh,ch are ^presented by the simple equations (5)- 

vertex and origin coincide In view t \ • • , coordinate axes and the 
and the coordinate axes, we can internr mf ° rma J ,on con cerning conics 
by which second degree equations arc ® eon Jf tnc ** ly the transformations 
rotation which ^ f ° rms ’ Th * 

the coordinate axes in the directions of the ^ uatlon of a conic orients 
and hyperbola) or, in the cae of a Parabola mil * C<m * ral e °" ic < elli P^ 
axis of the parabola. Having eliminated t’hT k Z"® aXIS Para,,el to the 
tion to remove the first degree terms or on* r pr < ? duct term > the transla- 

t=; 
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their properties. However, it is necessary in many situations to deal 
with equations in more complicated forms. The known quantities in a 
given problem may lead to a second degree equation which at first is not 
obtainable in simplified form. For example, the original information con¬ 
cerning a body moving along a parabola may not give the location of the 
vertex or the direction of the axis. To start the investigation the coor¬ 
dinate axes would need to be chosen to fit the known quantities. Also, 
a single problem may involve two conics whose axes are not in the same 
directions and whose centers do not coincide. 

Since it is sometimes necessary to deal with equations of conics which 
are not in the simplest forms, we next consider equations whose forms are 
more general. We begin with equations which have no xy term. In this 
case a translation of axes would reduce an equation to one of the simple 
forms. Hence we consider equations which would be reduced to the 
simple forms by a translation of the origin to a point (h,k). We obtain 
these equations from the simple forms by replacing x by x — h and y by 
y-k. 


(y - ky = 4 a(x - h ), 

(x - hy = 4 a(y - k), 

(x - hy (y - ky _ 

a 2 “*■ b 2 

(y - ky (x - hy _ 

a 2 b 2 

(x - ny + (y - ky = 

(x - hy _ (y - ky 

a 2 b 2 

(y - ky _ (,x - hy = 

a 2 b 2 






( 12 ) 

(13) 

(14) 

(16) 

(16) 

(17) 

(18) 


These equations are said to be in standard forms. By translating the 
origin to the point (h,k), each reduces to one of the simple forms. The 
quantities a and b are unchanged in meaning. Constructing the graph 
of an equation in one of these standard forms presents no greater diffi¬ 
culty than drawing the graph of the corresponding simple form. 

Equation (14), for example, represents an ellipse with its center at the 
point ( h,k ). The major axis has a length of 2 a and is parallel to the x-axis. 
The distance from the center to a focus is c, where c = a 2 — b 2 . If a = b, 
equation (14) reduces to the form (16), which represents a circle of radius a 

with its center at (h,k). 
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Equation (13) represents a parabola with a vertical axis and has only- 
one y-value for each value of x. This fact is also evident when the equa¬ 
tion is solved for y. Thus we obtain an equation of the form 

y = Ax 1 + Dx + F. 

Here y is expressed as a quadratic function of x. We may now conclude 
that a quadratic function of x has either a greatest or a least value, since 
the graph is a parabola with a vertical axis. Hence an equation of the 
form (13) displays the coordinates of the maximum or the minimum point 
of the graph of a quadratic function of x. In Chapter 6 we shall develop 
a general method for finding the maximum and minimum points of the 
graphs of quadratic and certain other functions of a variable. 

Example 1. Sketch the graph of the equation 

!/’ + 8x - 6i/ + 25 = 0. 

Solution. We recognize the equation as representing a parabola. The graph 
may be more readily drawn if we first reduce the equation to standard form. Thus 

V* — Gy + 9 = —8x -25 + 9, 

(y - 3)«-8(x + 2). 


Ihl ZTViU i ' 3 L SmCC 4 ° ~ “ 8 and a = “ 2 - the focus is 2 «nits to 

is 8 Tht l! Ve ^! X ; ♦u TI ! e ' ength ° f the ' atUS rectum - numerically equal to 4a, 

Mow l - He * P f Cturn CXtends 4 unite above the focu s and 4 units 

below. The graph is constructed in Fig. 5-18. 



Figure 5-18 
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Example 2. Find the equation of the ellipse with foci at (4,-2) and (10 —2) 
and a vertex at (12,— 2). ’ ’ 


Solution. The center, midway between the foci, is at (7,-2). The distance 
between the foci is 6 and the given vertex is 5 units from the center; this makes 
c = 3 and a = 5. Then b* = a 1 — c J = 16. Hence the desired equation is 

(* ~ 7)» (y + 2)» _ 

25 " r 16 


6-12 The addition of ordinates. The presence of an xy-term in the 
equation of a conic usually makes the construction of the graph much 
more difficult. Preparing a table of corresponding values of the variables 
is tedious since, in general, a quadratic equation with irrational roots needs 
to be solved for each pair of values. Another plan would be to rotate the 
axes and use the new equation and the new axes to draw the graph. But 
rotation transformations are not short and usually the process is compli¬ 
cated by cumbersome radicals in the rotation formulas. For some equa¬ 
tions the addition of ordinates method can be used advantageously. The 
principle involved in this process is that the graph of the sum of two func¬ 
tions can be obtained by adding the ordinates of the separate graphs of 
the functions. The utility of the method depends on the ease with which 
the separate graphs are obtained. 


V 


Figure 5-19 
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Example. Draw the graph of the equation 

2x- - 2 xy + y* + 8x - 12 y + 36 = 0. 

Solution. To express y as the sum of two functions of x, we treat the equation 
as a quadratic in y. Thus we have 

if + (-2* - 12 )y + (2x 2 + 8x + 36) = 0, 

and solving for y gives 

2x + 12 db V(-2x - 12)* - 4(2x* + 8x + 36) . . ^-: 

y - 2-" = X + 6 do V 4x - X 2 . 

We now draw the graphs of the equations 


>J = x + 6 


and 


y = ±v4x — x\ 


The locus of the first equation is a line. By squaring and then completing the 
square in the x-terms, the second equation becomes (x — 2) 1 + = 4 The 

graph is a circle of radius 2 and center at (2,0). The line and circle are drawn in 
Fig. 5-19. The point D on the graph of the given equation is obtained by adding 
t e ordinates AB and AC. That is, AC is extended by a length equal to AB. 
the addition of ordinates for this purpose must be algebraic. Thus MN is nega¬ 
tive and the point Q is found by measuring downward from P so that PQ = MN 

drawn ttlr>8 * SUfndent number of P oints in th 'S manner the desired graph can be 

Fmm'th 8 T h ’ ° btained , fr ° m a second de 6 ree equation, is by definition a conic. 
5r • T C °? C,Ude that the given e<luation ^presents an el!i,*e. In the 

zzzszr this conciusion can d ™" n <*» 


e,u«b„“,T“™ of a conic - The kind ° f -««—•* *« 

Ax 3 + Bxy + Cy 3 + Dx + Ey + F = 0 

d W^ ine H i ” medi t te,y from th * coefficients of the second degree 

sTo Jlrot 7“^ n° W ‘° identify the type of conic if B - 0 If 

o, rotate the axes through an angle 0 (Section 4-4) and obtain 

A V* + B'x'y' + C'y' 3 ± D'x' + E'y' + F' = 0 

where 

A' = A cos 2 9 -f B sin 6 cos 6 + C sin 2 0 
B \ = cos 20 - (A - C) sin 20, 

C> ° A sin 2 0 - B sin 0 cos 0 + C cos* 0. 

If B 3 - 4A'C' is computed, the result, when simplified, is 

B' 3 - 4 A'C = B 3 — 44C. 

formed'equathDn^olds^o^^y^ototioi!; 6 'For'tfiis Reason* the^ie^xpressicm 
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B- - A A C is called an invariant. By selecting the particular rotation 
for which B' = 0, we have 


— 4 A'C' = £ - - 4 AC. 


With B' = 0 the kind of conic represented by the transformed equation, 
and therefore the original equation, can be determined from the signs of 
A' and C'. The conic is an ellipse if A' and C" have like signs, and a 
hyperbola if the signs are different. If either A' or C' is zero, the conic is 
a parabola. These relations of A' and C', in the order named, would 
make —AA'C' negative, positive, or zero. Hence we have the following 
important theorem. 


Theorem. The graph of Ax 2 4- Bxy + Cy 2 + Dx + Ey + F = 0, when 
it exists, is an ellipse, hyperbola, or a parabola according as B 2 — AAC is 
negative, positive, or zero. 

It must be remembered that in this theorem the degenerate conics 
are included. These exceptional cases are indicated in the following 
r6sum6: 

B 2 — AAC < 0, ellipse or an isolated point, 

B 2 — AAC > 0, hyperbola or two intersecting lines, 

B 2 — AAC = 0, parabola, two parallel lines, or one line. 


Exercise 5-4 

In each problem 1-4 write the equation of the circle which satisfies the given 
conditions. 

1. Center (2,—6); radius 5. 2. Center (0,0); radius 3. 

3. Center (0,4); radius 4. 4. Center (—2,0); radius 7. 

5. The segment joining 4(0,0) and £(8,—6) is a diameter. 

6. The segment joining A (—5,1) and £(7,5) is a diameter. 

Reduce the equations 7-10 to standard forms. Sketch the graph in each case 
by the use of the vertex and the ends of the latus rectum. 

7. y 2 - 12x - 8y + 4 = 0. 8. x 2 + 12i - Ay + 36 = 0. 

9. Ax 2 + 12z - 16y + 41=0. 10. y 2 - 7x + 21 = 0. 

Find the equations of the parabolas determined by the conditions given in 
problems 11-14. Sketch each parabola. 

11. Vertex (2,3); focus (5,3). 12. Vertex (-2,1); focus (-2,-1). 

13. Vertex (0,2); axis vertical; length of latus rectum 16. 

14. Vertex ( — 2,1); axis horizontal; passes through (0,-4). 

Reduce equations 15-18 to standard forms. In each find the coordinates of 
the center, the vertices, the foci, and the ends of the minor axis. Sketch each 
curve. 
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15. 16x= + 25y 5 - 160z - 200y + 400 = 0. 

16. 9x* + 25 y 2 - 36x - 189 = 0. 

17. 3x J + 2y l - 24x + 12y 4- 60 = 0. 

18. 4x 2 + 8 y 2 4 4z 4- 24y -13 = 0. 

Write the equation of the ellipse which satisfies the conditions in each prob¬ 
lem 19-22. Sketch each ellipse. 

19. Center (5,1); vertex (5,4); end of minor axis (3,1). 

20. Vertex (6,3); foci (-4,3) and (4,3). 

21. Ends of minor axis (—1,2) and (-1,-4); focus (—1,1). 

22. Vertices (—1,3) and (5,3); length of minor axis 4. 

Reduce equations 23-26 to standard forms. In each find the coordinates of 
the center, the vertices, and the foci. Describe the locus of each equation. 

23. 9x 2 -16 y 2 - 54z - 63 = 0. 

24. 21 x* - 4 y 2 + 84z - 32y - 64 = 0. 

25. 5 y 2 - 4x* - 30y - 32z = 99. 

26. 2 y 2 - 3z J - 8y + 6z - 1 = 0. 


Write the equations of the hyperbolas which satisfy the conditions given in 
problems 27-30. 

27. Center (1,3); vertex (4,3); end of conjugate axis (1,1). 

28. Vertex (-4,0); foci (-5,0) and (1,0). 

29. Ends of conjugate axis (3,-1) and (3,5); focus (-1,2). 

30. Vertices (-1,3) and (5,3); length of conjugate axis 6. 

Sketch the graph of each equation 31-36 by the addition of ordinates method. 
" “ “ * ± ■v'*. 32, 

34. 


31. y 

33. y = 2z ± V5 4- 6z — x 2 . 

35. x 2 - 2 xy + y 5 - 4x - 12 = 0. 

36. 2z 2 4- 2xy 4- y 2 + 8z 4- 4y + 4 


y 3 6 — i ± >/ 4 — x ‘ 
y 2 - 2 xy + 2x 2 - 1 = 


0 . 


0. 


37-42 rePreSentS a classify 


37. 2x* - 4xy + 8y 2 + 7 = 0. 

39. 2xy - x -f- y - 3 = 0. 

41. x 2 - y 2 4-4 = 0. 

43. 3x* + 6xy 4- 3y* - z 4- y = 0. 


38. 3x* 4- xy 4- x — 4 = 0. 

40. z* 4- 5xy -f 15y* = 1 . 

42. x 2 - 2 xy + y 2 + 3x = 0, 
44. 4x* - 3xy 4- y 2 + 13 = 0 . 


45. Determine whether the equation x* - xy - 2,71 * o " 

a hyperbola or two intersecting lines by treating the* \ ~ 2y = 0 re P r esents 
and solving for x in terms of y. Y g the equatl0n as a quadratic in x 

46. Solve the equation x 2 4 - 2xy 4 - v * - 2x - •>„ _l. i n t 

ter™ the Is the , ocus a pi J bo|a or o " e ° c '“ J- variable ia 
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47. Work out all the steps in showing that B — 4A'C' = B 2 — 4AC. Show 
also that A' + C’ = A + C. 


Find the greatest or least value of each function 48 and 49. Draw the graph 
and estimate the zeros of the function. 

48. x'--7x+ 4. 49. 5 - 2x - 2x*. 

50. Listening posts are at A, B, and C. Point A is 2000 feet north of point B, 
and point C is 2000 feet east of B. The sound of a gun reaches A and B simul¬ 
taneously one second after it reaches C. Show that the coordinates of the gun’s 
position are approximately (860,1000), where the x-axis passes through B and C 
and the origin is midway between B and C. Assume that sound travels 1100 feet 
per second. 



CHAPTER 6 


THE SLOPE OF A CURVE 


6-1 An example. The graph of y = x 2 is shown in Fig. 6-1. Suppose 
that we draw a line through the point P(l,l) of the graph and a neigh¬ 
boring point Q of the graph with abscissa 1 + A. The ordinate of Q, ob¬ 
tained by replacing x by 1 + A in the equation, is (1 + A) 2 . Hence the 
slope of the line is given by 

w - gizjft = CL +*)* - 1 , _ (g . 

Xi-X, (l + A)-l A — (2 + A) ^ ■ 

The slope is thus expressed in terms of A. The quantity A may be assigned 
any value except zero. This value is avoided because division by zero 
is not permissible, and also because P and Q would then be the same point 
and wouJd not determine a line. Agreeing that A ^ 0, we substitute 1 
for A/A in the expression for the slope, and have m = 2 + A. While A must 

make! tZ °’? nC " Zer0 “ We P lease ‘ A value of A near zero 
makes the slope of the line through P and Q near 2. In fact, the slope 

can be brought arbitrarily near 2 by taking A small enough. We see also 

hat when A ,s small Q is near P, and it can be made to take a P JZn Z 

close to P as we please. Consider now the line through P with the slope 2 

“ thc ' ine b * £ A line through P and Q Jn be obtained lXh 

L that « A C01 ,? C Ce W,th L - This situation is described by say- 
g that as A approaches zero (or as Q approaches P) the line L is the Hmil 

y 



Qll + A,(I+ A) 2 1 
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ing position of the line determined by P and Q. A line such as L is of 
special significance and is given a name in the following paragraph. 

Let P and Q be two points of a curve. The line through P and Q is 
called a secant line. Keeping P fixed, let Q move along the curve and 
approach P. The secant line will, in the curves which we shall study, 
revolve about P and approach a limiting position as Q is brought arbi¬ 
trarily close to P. The limiting position of the secant line is called the 
tangent to the curve at the point P. 

In accordance with this definition, the line through P (Fig. 6-1) with 
slope 2 is tangent to the curve. The curve is also said to have slope 2 at P. 
More generally, the slope of a curve at any point is defined to be equal to 
the slope of the tangent at the point. 

Still using the equation y = x 2 , we next let P(x,y) stand for any point 
of the curve. If we take x + h as the abscissa of another point Q of the 
curve, the corresponding ordinate is (x + h )*. The slope of the line 
through P and Q (Fig. 6-2) is 


(z + hy - x* 2hx + h* 
(z + h) — x h 


(2 x + h)~ 


Hence, if h ^ 0, m = 2x + h. This slope can be made as near 2x as we 
please by taking h small enough. Therefore we say that the line through 
P with slope 2x is the tangent to the curve at P. Thus we see that the 
slope of the tangent, and also the slope of the curve, at any point is twice 
the abscissa of the point. This means that the curve has negative slopes 
to the left of the origin, zero slope at the origin, and positive slopes to the 
right of the origin. We see also that the curve gets steeper as z increases 
numerically. The steepness of the curve is a measure of the rate of 
change of the ordinate relative to a change in the value of the abscissa. 
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By means of the slope expression we gain considerable information about 
the graph. 

In this chapter we shall make use of the slope in studying the character¬ 
istics of the graph of a function. This is a fundamental and powerful 
concept of mathematics. 

6-2 Limits. In the preceding example we observed that (2x4- h)h/h 
can be made arbitrarily close to 2x by taking h small. The expression 2x 
is said to be the limit of the original expression as h approaches zero. We 
state this fact symbolically as 

lim (2x + h) £ = 2x. 
a— o n 

Although A approaches zero, we specify that it is not to be given the value 
zero This means that (2* + h)h/h is not equal to 2x, but can be made 
as close as we please to 2x by choosing h small enough. 

As a further illustration, we find the limit of 

(x + h) 3 - x 3 


as A approaches zero. Here the result is act immediately evident The 

hm,t can eas.ly be found, however, if we first cube the binomial. Thus we 
lim *>* ~ ** _ ,:„^ + 3 x'h + 3 zh> + k’ - *> 

A “*° " A—0 h 

- lim (3x 7 + 3 xh + h 7 ) f 

A—0 h 

= lim (3x 7 + 3 xh + h 2 ) 

h —*0 ' 

= 3x 7 . 

6-3 The derivative. Consider now the more general equation 

V = /(x), 

^2 of G t;' 8h ; r aph em of e t r hi 8 e :r io f :' c ^" * * Let p «<» 

^The corresponding ordinates are / L, an^, + ^ * + ^ 

hne through P and Q (Fig. 6-3) is ^ + Hence t ^ e s l°P e of the 


fl x + h)~ f(x) _ f( x + h ) 
(x + h) - x ft 


~/(x) 


The line through P with slope equal to 


lim fj£± h)-f (x ) 

A—*0 h 
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is called the tangent to the curve at P. The slope of the curve at P is 
defined to be the slope of the tangent. 

The name derivative is given to the limit just mentioned, and DJ(x) is 
one notation for the limit or derivative. That is, 

D x f(x) = lim- ft* + h l ~ H x \ 
o h 


Other notations for the derivative of /(x) in y = f(x) are 


/'(*), 





and 

dx 


The derivative is a fundamental concept in calculus and has numerous 
important applications. We shall make use of the derivative in the study 
of a very restricted class of functions. A preliminary task in this con¬ 
nection is the derivation of formulas by which the derivative of a func¬ 
tion may be written at sight. 


6-4 Derivative formulas. We first work out the derivative of ax n , 
where a is a constant and n is a positive integer. From the definition of 
derivative, 


D I ax n = lim 
a— o 


a(x -f h) n — ax' 


To evaluate the limit, we expand (x + h) n by the binomial theorem, collect 
like terms, and divide the numerator and denominator by h. Thus 


a(x + h) n — ax n a [" 

h ~ aL 

-[ 


x" + nx n ~ l h + ^ x-Vi 1 + 


+ h' 


nx n ~' + —— x"-Vi + 


+ h' 


-] 
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The last expression has h as a factor in all terms except the first. Hence 
the limit, as h approaches zero, of each term after the first is zero. The 
limit of the sum of these terms is also zero. Hence we have 

D z ax n = nax n ~'. (1) 

Notice that this formula permits us to write at once the derivative of a 
constant times a positive integral power of x. We multiply by the expo¬ 
nent and decrease the power of x by one unit. In terms of slope, this 
means that the graph of y = ax" has at any point ( x,ij ) the slope nax n ~ l . 
If n = 1, formula (1) becomes 

Dzdx = ax° = a. 

The derivative for this case is constant, as would be expected, since y = ax 
is a straight line with the slope a. 

Illustrations. D x 5x J = 15a:*; Z>*(-2x<) = -8x a ; D*x 5 = 5x 4 ; D x 3x = 3. 
We next find the derivative of a constant. That is, we let 

/(*) - c, 

where C is a constant. This means that /(x) has the same value for all 
values of x, and therefore /(x + h) = C. Hence 

/(x + h) - /(x) C-C 0 

h h h 

Since h approaches zero but is not to assume the value zero, the quantity 
0/h is zero for all permissible values of h. We therefore conclude that 

D X C = 0. (2) 

This result is in agreement with what we would expect, because the 
derivative is the slope of the graph of the function. The graph of/(x) = C 
is a line parallel to the x-axis and the slope is zero at all its points. 

An expression of the form 


Oor" + a,x"-‘ + a^x”-* + • • • + a„_ix + a„, 

where the a'e are constants with a 0 * 0, is a polynomial in x of the nth 
degree. We now know how to write the derivative of each term of a 
Polynomial. The question then arises if the sum of the derivatives of the 
separate terms is equal to the derivative of the sum of the terms. This 
ma y e P rove d to be true. We shall make the assumption, omitting the 
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W e have established formula (1) for any positive integer n. In calculus 
the formula is proved to hold for any real number n. We shall use the 
formula for positive and negative integral exponents. The proof for a 
negative integral exponent could be made by starting with the definition 
of derivative and proceeding somewhat as in the case of a positive integral 
exponent. We omit the proof, however. 

Example 1. Find the derivative of the polynomial 


4x s - 3x* + x 3 — 7x + 5. 

Solution. To find the derivative, we apply formula (1) to each term containing 
x and formula (2) to the constant term 5. Hence 


D,(4x s - 3x 4 + x 3 - 7x + 5) = 20x 4 - 12X 3 + 3x l - 7. 


Example 2. Write the derivative of 3x -4 — A + - — x — 3. 

x 3 x 

Solution. Y\ e change the fractional terms to — 5x -3 and x -1 and apply formu¬ 
las (1) and (2). This gives 

- 5x~ 3 + x-' - x - 3) = — 12x -s + 15x^ - x" 1 - 1. 
Example 3. Find the slope of the curve 


y = x 3 - 3x* -f 4 

at the point P(3,4). Write the equation of the tangent at this point. 

Solution. We obtain the derivative (or slope expression) by using formulas (1) 
and (2). Thus 

D,y = 3x* — 6x. 


The slope at the point P is obtained by substituting 3 for x in the derivative. 
Hence the desired slope is 27 — IS = 9. The equation of the line through (3,4) 
with slope 9 is 

9x — y — 23 = 0. 


Exercise 6-1 


Find the limits indicated in problems 1-6. 


• 

S 

-r 

1 

N 

£ 

E 

• 

or -r + 2 

2 . Iim —— • 

x —2 

r-OX+l 

3. lira (2x — 1). 

.. 2 (x + h) - 2 x 

4. Iim —- t 1 - 

x —-2 

A— o h 

5 li^x-M )'-* 4 

6 lim/' 1 M 1 . 

A— o h 

6 ‘ £5 \x + h x)h 

Find /'(x) in each problem 7-20. 


7. fix) = 2x - 4. 

8 . fix) = 5 - 6 x. 

9. fix) = x 3 . 

10. fix) = 5X 3 . 

11. fix) = 3x J - 4x. 

12. fix) = x 3 - 4x* + 3x. 

13. fix) = x~ 3 . 

14. fix) = 5x"' + x. 

15. fix) = -■ 

% 

16. fix) = 4x 5 + x 4 - 2x 3 + 6 x s . 
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17. fix) = 3x~ 4 - 5x~’ + 2. 

19. f(x) = i. 

In each equation 21-30 find D x i/ and 
point. 

21. y = x';( 1,1). 

23. y = -; (-1,-1). 

X 

25. y = x l - 4x; (2,-4). 

27. y = x 4 - 4x 3 ; (2,0). 

29. y = x“< + x 4 ; (x = -1). 


18./(x) - 

20./(*)-l+| + | + p- 

equation of the tangent at the given 

22. y = x' + 3; (0,3). 

24. y = (1,3). 

26. y = x 1 - 6x 2 + 8x; (0,0). 

28. y = 2X -2 + 3x; (x = 2). 

30. y = 1+ ? + 1; (x = -2). 

■i X 


6-6 The use of the derivative in graphing. We now consider the de¬ 
rivative as an aid in studying the behavior of functions and in constructing 
their graphs. Before examining particular functions, however, we look 
for the meaning of the sign of the derivative at a point of the curve. The 
graph of y = fix) is shown in Fig. 6-4, and tangents are drawn at the indi¬ 
cated points A, B, C, and D. If we think of a point as moving along the 
curve from left to right, we notice that the moving point would be rising 
at some positions and falling at others. At points on the curve where the 
moving point is rising, we say that y is an increasing function of x. That 
is, y increases as x increases. At points where the moving point is falling 
y is a decreasing function. At A the function /(x) is an increasing func¬ 
tion. Here the slope of the curve, D,y, is a positive number. The func- 

akn It 7 reaS ' nS at C ’ &nd the derivative is negative. The slope, and 
also the derivative, ,s zero at B and D. The points B and D separate 

rising and falling portions of the curve. We conclude that a positive 

derivative at a point indicates that the point is on a portion of the cu ve 

which rises toward the right. That is, the function increases as x in! 



-X 


Figure 6-4 
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creases. A negative derivative indicates a decreasing function; the curve 
falls toward the right. 

Example 1. Find the values of z for which the graph of 5 -f 4z — z 5 has 
positive slopes, zero slope, cr negative slopes. 

Solution. We let y stand for the function and write 

y = 5 + 4x — x*. 

For the derivative, we have 

D.y = 4 — 2x = 2(2 - x). 

We note that the derivative is equal to zero when z = 2, is positive for x < 2, 
and is negative for x > 2. That is, 

D,y > 0, when x < 2, 

D,y = 0, when z = 2, 

D,y < 0, when z > 2. 

Since the derivative expression gives the slope of the graph of the function, 

we see that the graph has positive slopes to the left of z = 2, zero slope at z = 2, 
and negative slopes to the right of z = 2. This tells us that the curve is rising 
at points to the left of z = 2 and falling at points to the right of z = 2. Hence 
the graph has its greatest height at z = 2. Substituting 2 for z in the given 
function, we find the functional value, y, to be 9. Hence the point (2,9) is the 
peak point of the graph, and 9 is the greatest value of the given function. 

Noticing the derivative 2(2 — z) further, we observe that at a point far to the 
left of z = 2 the derivative is a large number, indicating that the curve is steep. 
Similarly, the curve gets steeper and steeper as z increases beyond 2. The steep¬ 
ness of the curve gives a measure of the rate of change in y relative to an increase 
in z. 


y 


x 




Figure 6-5 
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This examination of the derivative furnishes information which is helpful in 
drawing the graph (Fig. 6-5). 

Example 2. Examine the function x 3 — 6x* + 9x — 1 and construct its graph. 
Solution. Letting y stand for the function, we have 

y = x* - 6x* + 9x - 1 

and then 

D t y = 3x 2 - 12x + 9 = 3(x - l)(x - 3). 

We see at once that the derivative is zero when x = 1 and when x = 3. To find 
the intervals of positive and negative slopes, we first notice the signs of the factors 
x — 1 and x — 3 of the derivative. The factor x — 1 is negative if x < 1 and 
positive for values of x > 1. The factor x - 3 is negative for x < 3 and positive 
if x > 3. Both factors are negative to the left of x = 1, and hence their product 
is positive. For x between 1 and 3, x — 1 is positive and x — 3 is negative, giving 
a negative product. Both factors are positive to the right of x * 3. We write 
this information in the following symbolic form. 


D,y 

= o, 

when 

X 

= 1 , 

D,y 

= 3(+)(-) < 0, 

when 

1 

< x < 3, 

D,y 

= o, 

when 

X 

= 3, 

D,y 

= 3(+)(+) > 0, 

when 

X 

> 3. 


We now interpret this information relative to the graph. Since the derivative 
>3 positive for x < 1, the curve to the left of x = 1 is rising toward the right. The 
negative derivative at points between 1 and 3 signify a falling curve. The deriva¬ 
tive is zero at x - 1, and this point separates rising and falling portions of the 

t , Henc « the K[ a P h « higher at x = 1 than at points to the left or at points 
just to the right. The corresponding ordinate is 3, and therefore the point A (1 3) 
is a peak point. Similarly, the derivative is negative at points between x = 1 

y 


x 



Figure 6-6 
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and x - 3, is zero at x = 3, and is positive at points to the right of x = 3. When 
x = 3, y = -1, hence the point B{ 3,-1) of the graph is lower than those immedi¬ 
ately to the left and lower than those to the right. The curve gets steeper and 
steeper as points are taken farther and farther to the left of A, and the steepness 
also increases as x increases beyond 3. 

" ,th the preceding information and just a few plotted points a good graph 
can be constructed (Fig. 6-6). 

6-6 Maximum and minimum points. In the two preceding problems 
we found points of the curves where the slope is zero. Each of these 
points marks the transition from positive to negative or negative to posi¬ 
tive slopes. In other words, each is a high or low point compared with 
those nearby. The location of these points helped tremendously in draw¬ 
ing the graphs. Later we shall see that the points which separate rising 
and falling portions of the curve are of special significance in applied 
problems. We wish now to give names to points of this kind and to out¬ 
line a procedure for finding them. 

A function y = /(x) is said to have a relative maximum at x = a if the 
value of /(x) is greater when x = a than when x has values slightly less 
or slightly more than a. More specifically, /(x) has a maximum at x = a if 

f(a) > f(a + h) 

for all negative and positive values of h sufficiently near zero. This situa¬ 
tion is pictured in Fig. 6-7 by the point A. The value of the function at 
the point A is greater than its values at neighboring points both to the 
left and right. The value at A, however, is not the greatest of all values 
of the function, since a part of the curve extends higher than A. The 
word relative is used to indicate that the ordinate of a maximum point is 
considered relative to the ordinates of neighboring points. The greatest 
of all values which a function has in its range is sometimes called an 
absolute maximum. For example, the function pictured in Fig. 6-5 has 
an absolute maximum at the point B. 

The function /(x) has a relative minimum at x = a if 

/(a) < /(a + h) 

for all values of h close enough to zero. If the inequality holds for all 
positive and negative values of h, the minimum is an absolute minimum. 
A minimum point is shown at B. Here the slope of the curve is zero. The 
point B is a transition point from negative to positive slopes. 

At C the slope is zero, but this is neither a maximum nor a minimum 
point. We notice that the slope immediately to the left is positive and 
is also positive to the right. Hence the tangent at C cuts through the 
curve and the slope does not change in sign as x increases through this 
point. 
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From Fig. 6-7 we may, intuitively at any rate, outline a procedure for 
finding the maximum and minimum points of the graph of a function. 

1. Set the derivative equal to zero to find the abscissas of points where the 
slope is zero. 

2. Suppose the slope is zero at x = a. Determine the sign of the derivative 
for values of xslightly less than a and the sign for values slightly more than a. 

3. If the sign changes from positive to negative in passing from the left 
to the right, the function has a maximum at x = a. If the sign changes from 
negative to positive, the function has a minimum at x - a. The maximum or 
minimum is the value of the function when x = a. If the sign does not change, 
the Junction hoe neither a maximum nor a minimum at x — a. 



Figure 6-8 


Figure 6-9 
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Example 1 . Show that the slope of y = x 3 + x is everywhere positive. 
Solution . We find 

D x y = 3x 2 + 1. 

The derivative is positive for all real values of x. Figure 6-8 shows the graph. 

Example 2. Find and test for maximum and minimum values the points of 
zero slope of 

y = x* - 6x 3 + 8x + 11. 


Solution. Taking the derivative, we find 

D x y = 4-r 3 - 12x + 8 = 4(x* - 3x + 2) = 4(x + 2)(z - 1)*. 

The slope is zero at x = —2 and x = 1. We notice that the derivative is nega¬ 
tive for values of x less than —2 and positive for values of x slightly greater than 
— 2. Hence the function has a minimum value when x = —2. The minimum 
value, found by substituting -2 for x, is -13. The factor (x - l) s is positive 
for all values of x except 1. The slope of the curve, therefore, does not change 
sign in passing through x = 1. The tangent line (Fig. 6-9) cuts through the 
graph at (1,14). 


Exercise 6-2 


Find the coordinates of points of zero slope in problems 1-14. Tell in each 
case if the point is a maximum or minimum point. Give the intervals of positive 
and negative slopes. Draw the curves. 


1. y - 2 - x*. 

3. y = x* — 4x. 

5. y = 1 + 6x — x*. 
7- y = -x 3 . 

9. y = $x* — x* + x. 
11. y = 2x 3 + 3x*. 

13. y = x 3 — 3x 3 -f- 4. 


2. y = x\ 

4. y = 2x 3 - 2x. 

6. y = 1 + 2x — £x 5 . 

8. y = x 3 -f 3x. 

10. y = x 3 — 6x* 4- 9x - 3. 
12. y = 3x s — x 3 . 

14. y = 2 4- 3x — x 3 . 


Find the coordinates of the points of zero slope, and make a rough sketch of 
the graph in problems 15-22. 


15. y = 3x* — 


17. y 


x 4 _ 2x* £ 

A Q ' O 


16. y = x 4 4- 2x*. 


18. 



4- x. 


19. y = j -x 3 + x*4- 1. 



20. y = x* - 2x 3 4- 1. 

22. 2/ = f - f - 2x 5 + 4x. 


6-7 Applications. There are many practical problems whose solutions 
involve maximum and minimum values of functions. The following 
examples illustrate the procedure for handling some problems of this kind. 
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Figure 6-10 


Example 1. A farmer has 600 rods of fencing. He wishes to enclose a rec¬ 
tangular pasture and divide the area into two equal parts by a fence parallel to 
two opposite sides. Find the dimensions of the pasture if the area is to be a maxi¬ 
mum. 

Solution. We let z and y stand for the dimensions (Fig. 6-10). We note that 
by choosing the (/-dimension near 300 the x-dimension would be near zero, giving 
a very narrow rectangle of little area. By letting x increase from near zero to a 
length near 200, the shape of the rectangle would vary and again become quite 
narrow, with the //-dimension near zero. Hence we suspect that the area is greatest 
for x somewhere between 0 and 200. 

If A indicates the area, we have 


xy- 


It is desirable to obtain A in terms of one variable, either x or y. Hence we next 

nd a relation between x and y. From the figure, 3x + 2 y is the total length of 
the fence. Therefore 


3x + 2y = 600, and y = 300 - $x. 
Substituting for y, we have 


To find the value 
for x. Thus 


A = x(300 - y) = 300x - |x*. 
of x which makes A a maximum, we set D,A 


0 and solve 


D,A = 300 - 3x, 


300 — 3x = 0, and 


100 . 


tive for x greater than 100 than 100 and ne f&- 

The function 300* - 3*' is a complete parabola if * is „„t reatricted in vaine. 
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y 


Figure 6-11 


100 200 

In our problem, however, x may take only the values between 0 and 200. The 
graph for this range of x is drawn in Fig. 6-11. 

Example 2. A cylindrical can without a top is to have a capacity of 1000x 
cubic inches. Find the radius and height if the amount of material is to be a 
minimum. 



Solution. If we let x stand for the radius, y for the height, and S for the cylin¬ 
drical area plus the area of the circular bottom, we have 

S = ttx 7 + 2 xxy. 

To express S in terms of one variable, we substitute the value of y in terms of x. 
We have 

Txhy = lOOOx, and y = 


and hence 


S = XX 1 + = XX 1 + 2000xx-', 


D t S = 2xx - 2000xx -5 = 2x ** • 

We see that D X S = 0, when x = 10. The corresponding value of y is 10. The 
least amount of material is required when the radius is 10 inches and the height 
also 10 inches. 


Exercise 6-3 

1. What is the largest rectangular area which can be enclosed with 400 yards 
of fence? 

2. Divide the number 8 into two parts such that the sum of their squares is 
a minimum. 

3. A rectangular pasture is to be fenced along four sides and divided into 
three equal parts by two fences parallel to one of the sides. Find the greatest 
area if 800 yards of fence are to be used. 

4. A rectangular plot is to contain 5 acres (800 sq. rds.) and to be fenced off 
along a straight river bank. What dimensions will require the least amount o 
fencing? No fence is used along the river. 
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5. A rectangular box is to be made from a sheet of tin 8 inches by 12 inches 
by cutting square pieces from each corner and then turning up the sides. For 
what depth will the volume of the box be a maximum? 

G. A box with a square base and open top is to be made from 27 square feet 
of material. Find the dimensions if the volume is to be a maximum. 

7. An uncovered rectangular water tank is to be lined with sheet copper. If 
the tank is to hold 10S cubic feet of water and the base is a square, find the dimen¬ 
sions for a minimum amount of sheet copper. 

8. A closed cylindrical can is to be made from 2Air square inches of sheet tin. 
Find the radius and height in order for the volume to he a maximum. 

9. A closed cylindrical can is to be made to contain ltbr cubic inches. What 
should be the radius and height for the amount of tin to be a minimum? 

10. A window is formed by a rectangle surmounted by a semicircle and has a 
perimeter of 12 feet. Find the dimensions to admit the most light. 

. '?• } hc C< !™ hmc . d ,cn P th K'rth of a parcel post package must not exceed 
0 inches. \\ hat is the volume of the largest box with a square base that can 
be sent by parcel post? 
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TRANSCENDENTAL FUNCTIONS 

7-1 Introduction. An equation in which all terms are of the form 
ax m y n , where a is a constant and each exponent is a positive integer or 
zero, is an algebraic equation in x and y. Either variable may be regarded 
as an algebraic function of the other. The functions which we have 
studied are algebraic. In this chapter we shall take up functions which 
are not algebraic. Functions which are not algebraic are classed as trans¬ 
cendental. The most common transcendental functions, and those which 
we shall study, are the trigonometric, the inverse trigonometric, the ex¬ 
ponential, and the logarithmic functions. These functions are of tre¬ 
mendous importance; they are used extensively in physics, engineering, 
probability, and statistics. 

7-2 The trigonometric curves. Before constructing the graphs of the 
trigonometric functions we shall point out a certain property which these 
functions possess. A function /(x) is said to be periodic if there is a con¬ 
stant p such that for all values of x 

/(x) = f(x + p). 

The smallest positive value of p for which this is true is called the period. 
The trigonometric functions are periodic. The sine function, for example, 
satisfies the equations 

sin x = sin (x + 2n) = sin (x -+- 2mc), 

where x is any angle in radians and n is an integer. Thus the values of the 
sine of an angle recur in intervals of 2n radians. This recurrence does not 
take place in smaller intervals, and hence 2ir is the period of the sine func¬ 
tion. This is also the period of the cosine, secant, and cosecant of an 
angle. The period of the tangent and cotangent of an angle is For 
these functions we have the identities 

tan x = tan (x + ir) and cot x = cot (x + it). 

In drawing the graph of a trigonometric function, advantage should be 
taken of its periodic nature. If the graph is obtained for an interval 
equal to its period, then this part of the graph can be reproduced in other 
intervals to the right and left. To plot points for drawing the curve over 
an interval of one period, the values of the function corresponding to 
values of the angle can be had from a table of trigonometric functions 
(see Appendix). 
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Figure 7-3 











100 


TRANSCENDENTAL FUNCTIONS 


[CHAP. 7 


Figures 7-1 and 7-2 show the graphs of y = sin x and y = cos x. Each 
of these curves crosses the x-axis after every x radians of x-values. The 
ordinates of each vary from -1 to 1. These are called the extreme values, 
and the constant 1 is called the amplitude. 

The tangent curve (Fig. 7-3) crosses the x-axis at integral multiples of 
x radians and has asymptotes at odd integral multiples of radians. 
Amplitude is not defined for the tangent. 

The secant curve (Fig. 7-4) has no x-intercepts. The asymptotes occur 
after every x radians of x-values. 

We next consider the function a sin bx, where a and b are constants. 
Since the extreme values of sin bx are —1 and 1, the extreme values of 
a sin bx are -a and a. The amplitude is equal to the absolute value of a. 
To find the period, we determine how much x changes in producing a 



Figuiie 7-5 
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change of 2 x in the angle bx. As x varies from 0 to 2x/6, the angle bx 
increases from 0 to 2x. Hence the period of sin bx is 2x/6. As an illus¬ 
tration, 3 sin 2x has an amplitude of 3 and a period of x. The graph of 
y = 3 sin 2x is drawn in Fig. 7-5. 

7-3 The inverse trigonometric functions. The graphs of the inverse 
trigonometric functions may be obtained readily from the graphs of the 
direct functions. To draw the graph of y = arc sin x, for example, we 
recall that the equations 

y = arc sin x and x = sin y 



y = arc cos x 


Figure 7-6 

Figure 7-7 
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y 



Figure 7-8 


express the same relation between x and y. Hence the graphs of these 
two equations must coincide. The equations 

x = sin y and y = sin x 

have x and y interchanged. The graph of y = sin x (Fig. 7-1) winds 
along the x-axis. We conclude, therefore, that the graph of x = sin y 
is a curve of the same form winding along the y- axis. The graph of 
x = sin y, or y = arc sin x, is shown in Fig. 7-6. 

The graphs of each of the other inverse functions can be found similarly 
from the graph of the direct function by reversing the roles of x and y. 
Figures 7-7 and 7-8 show the graphs of y = arc cos x and y = arc tan x. 

Exercise 7-1 

Find the period of each function 1-12. Give the amplitudes of the sine and 
cosine functions. 

1. cos3x. 2. sin Jx. 3. sin Jx. 

4. 2 cos 4x. 5. tan 5x. 6. cot \x. 

7. sec 6x. 8. cos 7x. 9. tan fx. 

10. 3 cos *x. 11.2 sin 12- sec (*x + *x). 
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Sketch the graph of each equation 13-24. 

13- y = 3 cos x. 14. i/ = 2 sin x. 15. y = sin 3x. 

16. y = cos 2x. 17. y = tan 2x. 18. y = cot x. 

19. y = 3 sin *x. 20. y - 4 tan §x. 21. y + 4 sin fx. 

22. y = tan $x. 23. y = esc x. 24. y = 5 sin 4x. 

Draw the graphs of the inverse trigonometric equations 25-30. 


25. y = 2 arc cos x. 
27. y =* 2 arc tan x. 
29. y = 3 arc sin £x. 


26. y = 3 arc sin x. 
28. y = i arc cos £x. 
30. y = £ arc tan 2x. 


7-4 The exponential curves. An equation in which a variable or a 
function of a variable is an exponent, is called an exponential equation The 
corresponding graph is known as an exponential curve. The equations 

y = 2', ij = e‘, and y = 10* 


are simple exponential equations. Each could be made more general by 
replacing the exponent by a less simple function of x. 

„ ™ e - let ; e : e in t , he second equation stands for an irrational number 
approximately equal to 2.71828. This number is of great importance in 



Figure 7-9 
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advanced mathematics, and exponential functions involving e as a base 
have wide applications in both theory and practice. 

The graph of y = e x can be drawn by using the table (see Appendix) to 
find values of y for assigned values of x. Corresponding values of y in 
the equations y = 2' and y = 10' are simply obtained when x is an integer. 
To determine other pairs of values a table of logarithms can be used. 
Figure 7-9 has the graph of the three equations drawn in the same coordi¬ 
nate system for purposes of comparison. 

7-6 Logarithmic curves. If a is a positive number different from 1 and 
y is any real number in the equation a• = x, then y is called the logarithm 
of x to the base a. This relation may be written symbolically as y = log a x. 
Thus the two equations 

a v = x and y = logo x 

express the same relation among the numbers a, x, and y. The first is in 
exponential form and the second in logarithmic form. Since the base a is 
positive, a v also has a positive value. Hence we shall consider the loga¬ 
rithms of positive numbers only. 

Since a logarithmic equation can be changed to an exponential equa¬ 
tion, it appears that logarithmic and exponential curves must be closely 
related. To see the relation, we note that the logarithmic equation 
y = log„ x is equivalent to, and therefore has the same graph as, x = ay. 
Now the equations 

x = a u and y = a r 

are alike except that x and y play reverse roles. Hence their graphs must 
have the same form but different positions relative to the coordinate axes. 

y 


X 



Figure 7-10 
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The most frequently used bases for logarithms are the numbers 10 and e. 
A table of logarithms can be used for drawing the curve corresponding to a 
logarithmic equation employing either of these bases. Corresponding 
values of x and y for the equations y = log l0 x and y = log, x are here tabu¬ 
lated with the logarithmic values rounded off to one decimal place. These 
should be verified by referring to the tables in the Appendix. The graphs 
are drawn in Fig. 7-10. 


X 

.01 

.1 

.2 

.5 

.8 

i 

2 

4 

8 

10 

logio X 

-2.0 

-1.0 

— .7 

-.3 

-.1 

0 

.3 

.6 

.9 

1.0 

log,x 

-4.6 

-2.3 

-1.6 

— .7 

_ 2 

0 

.7 | 

1.4 

2.1 

2.3 


exercise 7-2 


Sketch the graphs of the following equations: 


1. y = 4*. 

4. y = e*. 

7. y = 2 2 *~'. 

10. y = 3 logi 0 x. 
12. y = log.o (-x). 
14. y = logm 4x. 

■6- y = Iog« x. 


2- y = 4_x - 3. y = 2er 

o. y = e'\ 6. y = c-\ 

8 - « = 2-*"'. 9. y = xe 1 . 

11. y = 2 log, x. 

13. i/ = log, (-x). 

15. »/ = log, x J . 

17. »/ = logio (x - 3). 

cal £ “XT'* ° f ' " ' 0g “ ^ “ "" 6ra|>h ° f » - verti. 

natl 9 of S s ! 1 = V |o h K !‘ . th ° gr “ Ph * " ' OS - C “" be ^ ^Wint each ordi- 

y ~ 100c o ou . 

a ctf'7 b d ,“ e ;r« raiim “ te tbe •»—« 

time required for the original investment to doubted Est,m ” tc “ ls ° lh = 

method ^an sornetim^ be efficiently fSto d T ^* dW “ - «"«»*- 
of two functions in which ° f "’ e 

exactly that used in Section 5-io * sce ™ental. The process is 

involving a transcendental function. ^ d ^ tHe fo,lowin S exam Ple 

Example 1. Sketch the graph of the equation 

y = Vx + sin x. 

Solution. \y e first draw the graphs of 

y ~ and y = s i n x 
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y = Vx + si 


sin x 


D 



/y = 


,Q 


= sin x ^ 

B 

A\ 

M / 

0 



N 




Figure 7-11 


The locus of the first of these equations is the upper half of the parabola y* = x, 
and the second yields the sine curve; both are familiar and easily sketched. The 
two curves are shown in Fig. 7-11. The point D on the graph of the given equa¬ 
tion is obtained by adding the ordinates AB and AC. That is, AC is extended 
by a length equal to AB. The addition of ordinates for this purpose must be 
algebraic. Thus MX is negative and the point Q is found by measuring down¬ 
ward from P so that PQ = MX. By plotting a sufficient number of points in 
this way the desired graph can be drawn. 


Exercise 7-2 

Sketch the graph of each of the following equations by the addition of ordi¬ 
nates method. 


1. y = x 4- sin x. 

3. y = Vi + cos x. 

5. y = sin i + cos 2i. 
7. y = x + log, 0 x. 

9. y = i(e x + e~‘). 


2. y = x — cos x. 

4. y = sin x + cos x. 

6. y = 2 sin i + sin 2i. 
8. y = x + e*. 

10. y = e* + logio x. 


CHAPTER 8 


EQUATIONS OF CURVES AND CURVE FITTING 


8-1 Equation of a given curve. Having obtained curves as the graphs 
of equations, it is natural to surmise that a curve in a plane has a corre¬ 
sponding equation. We shall first consider the problem of writing the 
equation of a curve all of whose points are definitely fixed by certain given 
geometric conditions. The graph of the resulting equation should be 
in exact agreement with the given curve. In other words, the equation 
of a curve is a relation between x and y which is satisfied by the coordi¬ 
nates of all points, and only those points, which belong to the given curve. 

In the latter part of this chapter we shall consider the problem of find¬ 
ing the equation when the original information locates certain points 
(usually a few) but does not establish any particular curve. 


Example 1 A point moves so that its distance from the fixed point F(2,0) 

iv.ded by its distance from the //-axis is always equal to $. Find the equation 
of the locus of the moving point. 


Solution We select a typical point P of the path (Fig. 8-1). Then 2 FP = DP 

x X andTo H : CqUi . r l1 rdati0n betWCe " the dist “‘ I» terms of the coordinates 
x and y of the variable point P, this relation is 


or, by simplification, 


2v/( x - 2)* + //’ = *, 


3x* + 4y 7 - 16x +16 = 0. 


This is the equation of an ellipse, since 
same sijm. 


X 1 and y* have unequal coefficients of the 


Y 
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Example 2. Find the equation of the circle which passes through the points 
(-2,-2), (5,-3), and (2,1). 


Solution. The equation of the circle can be written in the form 

x- + y* + Dx + Ey + F = 0. 

Our problem is to find values for D, E, and F so that this equation is satisfied by 
the coordinates of the given points. Hence we substitute for z and y the coordi¬ 
nates of these points. This gives the system 

4 + 4 — 2D — 2E + F = 0, 

25 + 9 + 5D — 3E + F = 0, 

4 + l+2D + E + F = 0. 


The solution of these equations is D = -3, E = 5, and F = -4. Therefore the 
required equation is 

x 5 + y* - 3x + 5y - 4 = 0. 


Exercise 8-1 

In each problem 1-14 find the equation of the locus of P(x,y) which satisfies 
the given condition. 

1. P is 5 units from the fixed point (2,-3). 

2. P is equidistant from (2,-4) and ( — 1,5). 

3. The abscissa of P is equal to its distance from the point (3,2). 

4. P is on the circle with center at (3,-2) and which passes through (6,2). 

5. P is the vertex of a right triangle whose hypotenuse is the segment joining 
(-5,0) and (5,0). 

6. The sum of the squares of the distances between P and the points (4,2) 
and ( — 3,1) is 50. 

7. P is twice as far from (0,3) as from (3,0). 

8. P is three times as far from (1,1) as from ( — 3,4). 

9. P is equidistant from (—8,1) and the y-axis. 

10. P is twice as far from the x-axis as from (0,3). 

11. P is twice as far from (5,0) as from the y-axis. 

12. The sum of the distances from P to (0,-3) and to (0,3) is 10. 

13. The difference of the distances from P to ( — 5,0) and to (5,0) is numerically 
equal to 8. 

14. The angle APB = 45°, where A and B are the points (—1,0) and (1,0). 

15. A point moves so that its distance from a fixed point divided by its dis¬ 
tance from a fixed line is always equal to a constant e. Find the equation of the 
path of the moving point. Suggestion: Take the y-axis along the fixed line and 
the x-axis through the fixed point, say (k, 0). From the resulting equation observe 
that the path is a parabola if e = 1, an ellipse if e is between zero and 1, and a 
hyperbola if e is greater than 1. Show that for e ^ 1 the x-intercepts (vertices) 
are k/{ 1 -+- e ) and A-/(l — e ). Where is the center of the conic? Divide the dis- 
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tance between the center and (*,0) by the distance between the center and one 
of the ^-intercept points. Do you conclude that (*,0) is a focus and e is the 
eccentricity? 

16. Find the equation of the circle which passes through the points (3 0) 
(4,2), and (0,1). 

17. Find the equation of the circle which passes through (0,0), (5,0), and (3,3). 

18. Find the equation of the parabola y = ax 7 + bx + c which passes through 
(0,6), (-1,2), and (-2,6). 

19. Find the equation of the parabola y = ax 1 + bx + c which passes through 
(0,0), (1,-1), and (-1,5). 


8-2 Equation corresponding to empirical data. We now take up a 
much different and more difficult aspect of the problem of finding equa¬ 
tions representing known information. Here the problem is not primarily 
of geometric interest but one in which analytic geometry is fruitful in 
aiding the scientist. Experimental scientists make observations and 
measurements of various kinds of natural phenomena. Measurements in 
an investigation often represent two variable quantities which are func¬ 
tionally related. In many situations the study can be advanced through 
an equation which expresses the relation, or an approximate relation, 
between the two variables in question. The equation can then be used 
to compute corresponding values of the variables other than those ob- 

l7,L y measuren ' ent J Th e «l>»«on is called an empirical equation 
and the process employed is called curve fitting 

Suppose, for example, that various loads are placed at the mid-point of 
a beam supported at its ends. If for each load the deflection of the beam 
at its mid-point is measured, then a series of corresponding values are ob- 

and ^of 


X 

100 

120 

140 

160 

r i80 

200 

y 

0.45 

0.55 

0.60 

0.70 

0.80 

0.85 


y = mx + b 

deflect "w’ the pVnTareTot* the,oad ™d the 

equation can be satisfied by all pairs tfthe read* lme ’ n ° linear 

with the problem of selectfng a narfic. ll . gS ‘ We are then faced 

be drawn by sight so that it passes quite m“„int ' U 
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Figure 8-2 

sirable, however, to follow some procedure which will locate a definite 
line. In the next section we shall discuss a method of determining a line 
which is called the best fitting line for a set of data. 

If the points representing a set of data are not approximately in a 
straight line, a linear equation will not express well the relation between 
the variables. It would then be necessary to use some nonlinear relation 
in looking for a satisfactory equation. The most common nonlinear func¬ 
tions are the polynomial, trigonometric, inverse trigonometric, exponen¬ 
tial, and logarithmic functions. A set of data might be represented by 
one of these functions or a combination of them. Thus the first step in a 
curve fitting problem is the selection of some type of function. The 
second step is the determination of some particular function of the type 
selected which will furnish a satisfactory representation of the data. We 
shall deal with the second part of the problem by employing a process 
called the method of least squares. The first step, namely, the choice of a 
type, will be considered later. 

8-3 The method of least squares. Suppose that we have given n 
points in a plane whose coordinates are (xi,y t ), (xi.yj), • • • , (*«,*/»)• We 
define the residual of each of the points relative to a curve as the ordinate 
of the point minus the ordinate of the curve for the same x-value. The 
totality of residuals may be examined to determine if the curve is a good 
fit to the points. A curve is considered a good fit if each of the residuals 
is small. Since some of the residuals could be positive and others nega¬ 
tive, their sum might be near zero for a curve which is a poor fit to the 
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points. Hence the sum of the residuals would not furnish a reliable 
measure of the accuracy of fit. For this reason we shall deal with the 
squares of the residuals, thus avoiding negative quantities. If the sum 
of the squares of the residuals is small, we would know that the curve 
passes close to each of the n points. The better fitting of two curves 
of the same type is the one for which the sum of the squares of the residuals 
is smaller. The best fitting curve of a given type is the one for which the 
sum of the squares of the residuals is a minimum. 

Starting with the simplest situation, we shall show how to determine 
the best fitting line to the n given points. We write the linear equation 

y = mx + b, 

where values are to be found for m and b so that the sum of the squares 
of the residuals of the n points is a minimum. The residual of the point 
(■ri.y,) is y, - (mx, + b). The quantity y, is the ordinate of the point, 
and (mx, + b) is the ordinate of the line when x = x„ Hence the residuals 
of the points are 

»/i - (mx, + b), y, - (mxi + b), • • • , y„ - (mx n + b), 
and their squares are 

?/»* ~ 2mx,y, - 2 y,b + m 2 x, 2 + 2mx,b + b\ 

Z/ 2 * - 2 mx 2 y 2 - 2 y 2 b + + 2mxjb + b\ 




> - 2mx n y„ - 2y n b + m 2 x n 2 + 2mx n b + 6 *. 


To express the sum of these expressions in a convenient, form, we use 
the following notation. 

—J = Xi + xi + • • • 4- x B , 

-x 2 = x , 2 + x 2 5 -f- • • • + Xn 2 , 

~xy = x,ij, + x 2 //j + • • • 4- x„y n . 

Denoting the sum of the squares of the residuals by R, we have 

R = Zy 2 - 2mZxy - 2bZy + m 2 Zx 2 + 2mbZx + nb 2 . 
i V J tha ‘ "'I 1 <1Uantities “ * are fixed except *, and 6. For example 

of t h S e'r^JZn,:: “ Stm ' dS f0r ,he S ™ ° f *• orZt 

Our problem now is to determine values for m and 6 which make /? n 

bo,hT”nd ^ e ,;rr fo ; * cont r is ,he «■** 

function of m! Hen e th^raph^ th.7 ,hen R is “ quadratic 

the ,„-axis as horizontal l " “ * parabola - Choosil 'S 

parabola has a vertical axis and IZl'pwart’ P ^ d "T?*' ^ 
upward because *, being the sun, of sc.uatJexptssh^ “^aTi^ 
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Consequently the least value of R is the ordinate of the vertex. If we 
set m equal to its value at the vertex, a relation is obtained which must be 
satisfied in order that R shall be a minimum. This equation, as we shall 
see, involves both m and b. In a similar way, considering R a quadratic 
function of b, a second relation between m and b may be obtained. The 
simultaneous solution of these equations yields formulas for in and b. 

In Section 5-11 we learned how to find the coordinates of the vertex 
of a parabola. We also learned, in Chapter 6, that differentiation may 
be applied to find maximum and minimum points of a graph. The differ¬ 
entiation process is employed below. As an exercise, the reader might 
work through the alternative method. 

First, treating b as constant, we find D m R. Next, we differentiate to 
obtain Dt,R, where m is considered constant. These derivatives, by the 
procedure of Section 6-6, are to be equated to zero. Thus we have 

D m R = -22xi/ + 2m2x* + 2bZx = 0, 

D b R = -22 y + 2m2x + 2nb = 0. 

Solving these equations simultaneously for m and b, we have 


_ nZxy - 2x2y 2x 2 2 y - 2a 

m n2x 2 - (2x) 2 ’ “ n2x 2 - (2 


2x2 xy 

w 


( 1 ) 


These formulas enable us to compute m and b for the line of best fit to 
a set of given points. We illustrate their use in an example. 

Example. Find the line of best fit to the data plotted in Fig. 8-2. 

Solution. For these data n = 6, and computing the required sums appear¬ 
ing in formulas (1), we obtain 

2x = 100 + 120 + 140 + 160 + 180 + 200 = 900, 

2 j = 0.45 -I- 0.55 + 0.60 + 0.70 + 0.80 + 0.85 = 3.95, 

2x 2 = 100 2 + 120 2 + 140 2 + 160 2 + 180 2 + 200 2 = 142,000, 

2x// = 100(.45) + 120(.55) + 140(.60) + 160(.70) + 180(.80) + 200(.85) = 621. 

These results, substituted in formulas (1) for m and 6, yield 

_ 6(621) - 900(3.95) _ 171 _ . 

W 6(142,000) - 900 J 42,000 

, 142,000(3.95) - 900(621) nnto 

42,000 

Using these values for m and 6, the equation of the line of best fit to the data is 

y = 0.004 lx + 0.048. 

This equation gives approximately the relation between the load and deflection 
anti holds for loads which do not bend the beam beyond its elastic limits. The 
deflection produced by a load of 400 pounds, for example, is y = 0.0041(400) + 
0.048 = 1.69 inches. The data and the line are shown graphically in Fig. 8-2. 
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Exercise 8-2 

Find the equation of the line of best fit to the sets of points in problem 1 and 
in problem 2. Plot the points and draw the line. 

1. (1,3). (4,0). (5,5), (8,3), (9,2), (11,1). 

2. (-2,-10), (0,-5), (1,0), (2,5), (4,8). 

3. The lengths ij (inches) of a coiled spring under various loads x (lb) are recorded 
in the table. Find the line of best fit, y = mx + 6, for these measurements. Use 
the resulting equation to find the length of the spring when the load is 17 pounds. 


X 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

y 

11.0 

12.1 

13.0 

13.9 

15.1 


4. A business showed net profits at the end of each year for 4 years as follows: 


Year 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Profit 

§10,000 

SI 2,000 

SI 3,000 

SI 5,000 


Determine the best linear fit and predict the profit for the 5th year. 

5- The population .¥ of a city at the end of each decade t for 5 decades is shown 
in the table. Find the line of best fit, N = mt + b, for these data. Predict the 
population at the end of the 6th decade. 


l 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

N 

8,000 

9,000 

10,100 

11,400 

13,700 


steam **7* ?"• t ° , “' ° m ° Unt of heat " in a ° f saturated 

S £ ,1 ' S " - mT + ^ DC,er "' i "' ! - ■’"' i 4 best 


T 

50 

70 

90 

110 

H 

623 

627 

632 

636 


StSas ==..£ ; 

deal only with the forms "°">tnear functional forms. We shall 


y = o-r 6 , 
y = a • 10* r , 

y = a log x + 6. 
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Numerous physical relations approximately obey one of these types of 
equations. These equations are advantageous because of their simplicity 
and because the constants a and 6 are easily determined. 


8-6 The power formula. We consider first the relation 

y = ox 6 . 

The logarithms of the members of the equation yield 

log y — b log x + log a. 

Here log y is expressed as a linear function of log x. This suggests the 
plotting of the points (log x, log y). If the points so obtained lie approxi¬ 
mately on a line, the power function is applicable to the set of data. The 
procedure then is to determine a and b for the best linear fit to the points 
(log x, log y). The substitution of the values thus found in the equation 
y = ax* gives a best power fit to the data. 

A test of the applicability of a power function can be made quickly by 
the use of logarithmic coordinate paper. Logarithmic coordinate paper 
has its horizontal and vertical rulings placed at distances log 2, log 3, log 4, 
and so on, from the origin. The original data plotted on this kind of 
paper are equivalent to plotting the logarithms on the usual coordinate 
paper. The following example illustrates the method for the power func¬ 
tion and the use of the special coordinate paper. 

Example. The relation between the pressure p and the volume V of a con¬ 
fined gas is given by 

P = aV h , 

when the gas neither receives nor loses heat. Determine a and b for the data 
contained in the table. 


V (cu ft) 

9.80 

6.72 

4.53 

4.16 

3.36 

2.83 

p (lb/in 2 ) 

3 

6 

9 

12 

15 

18 


Solution. The given data are plotted on logarithmic paper in Fig. 8-3. The 
points are approximately in a straight line, and therefore indicate that an equa¬ 
tion of the power type is suitable for representing the data. 

We now replace each value in the table by its common logarithm. 


log V 

.9912 

.8274 

.6561 

.6191 

.5263 

.4518 

log P 

.4771 

.7782 

.9542 

1.0792 

1.1761 

1.2553 


The equation corresponding to this transformed data is 

log p — b log V -f- log a. 

To obtain the best linear fit to the new data, we employ formulas (1), using log I 
for x and log p for y. The first of the formulas yields the coefficient of log l and 
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Figure 8-3 


the second the constant terra log a. We have the following sums: 

2 log V = 4.0719, 2(log V)* = 2.9619, 

logp *= 5.7201, 2(log V) (log p) = 3.5971. 

Substituting these values and n = 6, we get 

b =, g(3.5971) - 4,0719(5 .720n 

6(2.9619) - (4.0719)* = -1 - 43 * 

logo = gi9619(5.7201) - 4.0719 f3.Sgim 

6(2.9619) - (4.0719)*- = 1 - 9272 . 

a = 84.6. 

Making these substitutions for o and b, we have 


The graph of this 
“ Fig. 8-4. 


P = 84.6 • « 

equation and the points representing the original data 


are shown 
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Exercise 8-3 

In problems 1 and 2 assume the form y = ox 3 4 and determine a and b for the 
best fit. 


X 

2 

3 

5 

7 

y 

1 

4 

20 

50 


X 

1 

2 

3 

4 


0.5 

3.0 

6.8 

10.0 


3. A body falls s feet in t seconds. Show that the form t = os 4 is applicable 
to the recorded data and determine a and b for the best fit. 

s 4 10 16 25 36 

t ^1 J9 Toi L24 E49 

4. If R is the air resistance in pounds against an automobile traveling at V miles 
per hour, show that the form R = aV b is applicable to the measurements in the 
table and find a and 6 for the best fit. 

V 10 2 0 30 40 50 

R 7 24 65 120 180 
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5. Corresponding measurements of the volume and pressure of steam are given 
in the table. Find the best fit of the form p = aV n to these data. 


V 

9 

5 

2.4 

2.1 

1 

p 

5 

10 

30 

40 

100 


8-6 The exponential and logarithmic formulas. Wo saw in the pre¬ 
ceding section that the power form can be reduced to a linear form. Simi¬ 
larly, the exponential and logarithmic forms are reducible to linear forms. 
By taking the common logarithms of both members the equation 

y = a • 10 6x 

becomes log y = bx + log a. 

Here log y is a linear function of x. Hence the exponential formula is 
applicable to a set of data if the points (x.log y) are in close proximity to a 
straight line. Where this is the case, the procedure is to determine a and 
b so that bx + log a , s the best linear fit to the set of points (x.log y). 

o determine if the exponential function is adequate to represent the 
given data, sem.logarithmic paper may be used. This paper has the 

logarithmic a 0,,B tHe a>aXiS ’ and the SCa,e aIon K the Positive y-axis is 


The equation y = a log x + /> 

expresses y as a linear function of log x. Here we would consider the 

be found°? X,y \ ft 86 are ab ° Ut in a slrai 6 ht Hne. then a and b should 

— lhus 

is ghin bythe ^"v - « ^ 

the data and find values for a and b. may re P resent 


t 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

N 

70 

88 

111 

127 

160 


collinear (Fig. 8-5)'^Thb indicate ^ P*nt. a.most 

exponential L j a . Hence ™ tr nsf^ m f V ^ ^ a ni>roxi m ated by an 

rithm of each A r . transform the given data by taking the loga- 


1 I 2 

3 

4 5 

lngA r 1.845 1.945 

2.045 

2 104 2.204 

We compute the following sums: 



= 15, 

2 log N = 10 . 143 , 

Zf* 

2f(log jV) 

~ 55, 

= 31.306. 
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Using these values in formulas (1), we get 

> = 5(31.306) - 15(10.1- 43) 4.385 _ 

5(55) -15* ” "50“ ~ 0 08 "- 

, og „ = 550 0.143)- 15(31.306) _ [ 766 
a = 58.3. 

\Ve obtain the equation .V = 58.3 • 10"-«™ The graph and the given data 
shown in Fig. 8-6. 

Exercise S^4 

In problems 1-3 find best fits of the type indicated. 


x -3 -1 


y 0.8 


1 5 2.7 4.9 9.0 


y = a • 10 6 ' 


y 3.0 2.5 


y = a ■ 10 6j 


.'/ 0 3.1 7.8 9.9 12 Z/ = alogz + 6 


V 10 16 25 40 63 

c i i? coo ' inc iK,<iy nt time • (mi "> ™ ■»» 

• * md an exponential formula of best fit for T in terms of t 


_ T lOQ 79 Q3 go 40 32 ~ 

sands I(7eet‘T,“Sw™nX U rbfe in Ex'"" 15 POr Sq, '“ rC “‘ ° he « ht h in »>°n- 

the table. Express p exponentially in terms of h. 


14.6 


12.1 


10.1 


.TTSST sJ'.T.M.'.Vr.l™ “ TX s p ip +T 


2000 


4000 7000 12000 



CHAPTER 9 


POLAR COORDINATES 


9-1 Introduction. There are various types of coordinate systems. The 
rectangular system with which we have been dealing is probably the most 
important. In it a point is located by its distances from two perpendicular 
lines. We shall introduce in this chapter a coordinate system in which 
the coordinates of a point in a plane are its distance from a fixed point and 
its direction from a fixed line. The coordinates given in this way are 
called polar coordinates. The proper choice of a coordinate system de¬ 
pends on the nature of the problem at hand. For some problems either 
the rectangular or the polar system may be satisfactory; usually, however, 
one of the two is preferable. And in some situations it is advantageous 
to use both systems, shifting from one to the other. 


9-2 The polar coordinate system. The reference frame in the polar 
coordinate system is a half-line drawn from some point in the plane. In 
Fig. 9-1 a half-line is represented by OA. The point 0 is called the origin 
or pole and OA is the polar axis. The position of any point P in the plane 
is definitely determined by the distance OP and the angle A OP. The 
segment OP, denoted by p, is referred to as the radius vector; the angle 
AOP, denoted by 6, is called the vectorial angle. The coordinates of P are 
then written as (p,0). 

It is customary to regard polar coordinates as signed quantities. The 
vectorial angle, as in trigonometry, is defined as positive or negative ac¬ 
cording as it is measured counterclockwise or clockwise from the polar 
axis. The p-coordinate is defined as positive if measured from the pole 
along the terminal side of 6 and negative if measured along the terminal 
side extended through the pole. 

A given pair of polar coordinates definitely locates a point. For 
example, the coordinates (2,30°) determine one particular point. To plot 
the point, we first draw the terminal side of a 30° angle measured counter¬ 
clockwise from OA (Fig. 9-2) and then lay off two units along the terminal 
side. While this pair of coordinates defines a particular point, there are 
other coordinate values which define this same point. This is evident, 
since the vectorial angle may have 360° added or subtracted repeatedly 
without changing the point represented. Additional coordinates of the 
point may be had also by using a negative value for the distance coordi¬ 
nate. Restricting the vectorial angles to values numerically less than 

120 
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360°, the following coordinates define the same point: 

(2,30°), (2,-330°), (-2,210°), (-2,-150°). 

The coordinates of the origin are (0,*), where 6 may be any angle. 

Ihe plotting of points in polar coordinates can be done more accurately 

by the use of polar coordinate paper. This paper has concentric circles 

and equally spaced radial lines through the center. For many purposes, 

however, sufficient accuracy is obtained by estimating the angles and dis- 
tances by sight. 


exercise 9-1 

l J: IP !? th * P 0 i nts: ( ?- 60 °)- (6.-30°). (2,180°). (-3,-225°), (0,10°). Give 
three other sets of coordinates for each of the points, restricting the vectorial 
angles to values not exceeding 360° numerically. g 

2. Plot the points: ( 5 , 210 °), ( 4 , 0 °) (-6 135°) (-9 ian<>\ r- 

^ *-- — 

W 3 e the Points for ' vhich <*> ' - 4 - <■» * - -4. (0 0 - 45", 

4. Where are the points for which (a) p = 0, (b) 0 = 0°, (c) 6 = *■? 

me^fonedljT rectan « ular Polar coordinates. As we have 

from nno 1 A • ° ten advanta g e °us in the course of a problem to shift 

x-a“ 8 Then aHoZTCZ ,^ **‘ S Hes “ lo ^ the Positive 

H.^ h “wthr dmateS a " d ** 


cos 0 = - and 


sin 0 = 

p 


and hence 


x ~ P cos 0 , 
y = p sin 0. 


(1) 

( 2 ) 
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To obtain p and 6 in terms of x and y , we write 

P‘ = x 1 + y 1 and tan 0 = -- 

x 

Whence, solving for p and 9, 

p = Vx 2 + y 2 , (3) 

6 = arc tan -• (4) 

These four formulas enable us to transform the coordinates of a point, 
and therefore the equation of a locus, from one system to the other. The 
6-coordinate as given by formula (4) is not single-valued. Hence it is 
necessary to select a proper value for 9 when applying the formula to find 
this coordinate of a point. This is illustrated in Example 2. 

Example 1. Find the rectangular coordinates of the point defined by the 
polar coordinates (6,120°). (See Fig. 9-4.) 

Solution. Using the formulas (1) and (2), we have 

x = p cos 9 = 6 cos 120° = —3, 

y = p sin 9 = 6 sin 120° = 3 v^ 3 . 

The required coordinates are ( — 3,3x^3). 

Example 2. Express the rectangular coordinates (-2,-2) in terms of polar 
coordinates. 

Solution. Here the formulas (3) and (4) give 

p = Vx J + y 1 = 2V2 and 6 = arc tan | = arc tan 1. 

Since the point is in the third quadrant, we select 0 = 225°. Hence the pair of 
coordinates (2x^2,225°) is a polar representation of the given point. 
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Example 3. Find the polar coordinate equation corresponding to 2x — 3 y = 5. 
Solution. Substituting for j- and y gives 

2(p cos 6 ) -3(p sin 0 ) = 5 or p(2 cos 6 -3 sin 6 ) = 5. 

Example 4. Transform the equation p = 4 sin S to rectangular coordinates. 


'/ 


Solution . Since p = V x* + y 2 and sin 6 = - = —_ 

P Vr + y’ 

Riven equation and pet 


, we substitute in the 


Vx ! + i/ 1 = 


4// 


or 


v/i ! + 
* + V 3 = 4.y. 

The required equation is seen to represent a circle. 


Exercise 9-2 


Find the rectangular coordinates of the following points. 


1. (4,90°). 
4. (0,180°). 
". (6,150°). 


2. (3^2,45°). .3. (7,0°). 

5. (-8,270°). 6. (-1,-60°). 

8. (4\/2, —135°). 9. (9,180°). 


Find non-negative polar coordinates of the following points. 
,0 ’ (0 - 3 >- 11. (3,0). 12. (0,0). 

14. (0,-5). 15. (V2,y/2). 16. (6v^,-6). 

18. (3,-4). 19. (-4,3). 20. (5,12). 


13. (-1,0). 

17. ( —2v / 3,2). 
21. (-5,-12). 


equlto 01 ™ the fOU °" in!! CqUa<i0 " S int ° the “"“Ponding polar coordinate 


22. x = 3. 

25. 3x + y = 0. 
28. x 1 + i/* = 16. 

31. x* - = a t. 


23. y = —4 
26. y = x. 
29. xy = a*. 
32. j/’ = 4x. 


Transform the following equations to the 
equations. 

34 ‘ P * 4 - 35. 0 = 0°. 

37. p = 2 sin 0 -f 2 cos 0. 

39. p = 8 cos 0. 

41. p cos 0 = 6. 

43. p 5 cos 20 = a *. 


45. p =-. 

1 + cos 0 


24 2x — y = 3. 

27. Ax + By = D. 

30. x 1 + y* - 2x + 2y = 0. 
33. (x 5 + y*) 1 = 2a*xi/. 

corresponding rectangular coordinate 


36. 0 = 45°. 

38. p = 6 sin 0 — 4 cos 0 
40. p = 8 sin 0. 

42. p sin 0 = 6. 

44. p*sin 20 = a*. 


3 

2 + cos 0 


46. p 
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2 

3 sin 0 + 4 cos 0 


9-4 Graphs of polar coordinate equations. The definition of a graph 
in polar coordinates and the technique of its construction are essentially 
the same as that of an equation in rectangular coordinates. 

Definition. The graph of an equation in polar coordinates consists of 
all the points which have coordinates satisfying the equation. 

We shall first consider comparatively simple equations and obtain their 
graphs by preparing tables of corresponding values of the variables. Later 
we shall discuss certain aids by which the curve tracing can be facilitated. 


47. 

2 

48. p 

1 — 2 cos 6 

49. 

5 


2 sin 9 — cos 9 




7f 

$ 

A 

r 

"i 






0° A 


Figure 9-5 
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9-*) 


Example 1. Draw the graph of p = 3 + sin 0. 

Solution. We assign certain values to 6 in the interval 0° to 360° and prepare 
the following table. 


e 

0° 

30° 

45° 60° 

90° 

120° 

150° 

180° 

p 

3 

3.5 

3.7 3.9 

4 

3.9 

3.5 

3 


9 

210° 

225° 

240° 270° 

300° 

315° 

330° 

360° 

P 

2.5 

2.3 

2.1 2 

2.1 

2.3 

2.5 

3 


By plotting these points and drawing a curve through them the graph of Fig. 9-5 
is obtained. 



Figure 9-6 


Example 2. Draw the graph of p = 4 cos 9. 

Solution. We first prepare a table of corresponding values of p and 9. 
9 0° 30° 45° 


60' 


75' 


90° 120° 135° 150° 180' 


3.5 2.8 2.0 1.0 


0 


2.0 -2.8 -3.5 


2"r r ” r 

Sraph. bu, ^ ^ 


^ALIVLlOt tf—o 

1- P = 5. O „ r 

• p s - 3. 9 = 120°. 


4. 9 = 180°. 


5. p = 1 — cos 9. 


6. p = 1 _ s in 9. 
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7. 

P = 

2 + cos 0. 

8. 

P = 

2 — sin 0. 

9. p = 10 sin 9. 

10. 

P = 

2 a cos 9. 

11. 

P = 

tan 6. 

12. p = sec 9. 

13 

P — 

10 

• 

14. 


8 

1 



2 -f sin d 

P ~ 

2 — cos 9 

1 + cos 0 

16 

P ~ 

1 

17. 

n = 

1 

ic 1 



1 — sin 9 


1 — 2 sin 0 

1 o. O = ---—-- 

1 + 2 sin 6 

19. 

P = 

10 sin 2 9. 

20. 

P = 

10 cos 2 6. 

21. p = 10 sec 2 0. 

22. 

P = 

4 sin 9 — 4 cos 9. 



II 

CO 

CN 

8 sin 0 + 6 cos 0. 


9-6 Equations of lines and conics in polar coordinate forms. The 
equations of lines and conies can he obtained in polar coordinates by 
transforming the rectangular coordinate equations of these loci. The 
equations can also be derived directly. We shall derive the polar coor¬ 
dinate equation of a line in general position and the equations of the conic 
sections in special positions. 

In Fig. 9-7 the segment OR is drawn perpendicular to the line L. We 
denote the length of this segment by p and the angle which it makes with 
the polar axis by a>. The coordinates of a variable point on the line are 
(p,0). From the right triangle ORP, we have 


or 


- = cos (9 — w) 
p 

p cos (6 — u) = p. (6) 


This equation holds for all points of the line. If P is chosen below OA , 
then the angle ROP is equal to (« + 2w — 9). Although this angle is not 
equal to (0 — «), we do have cos (w -f 2a- — 9) = cos (« — 0) = cos (0 — u). 
In a similar way, the equation could be derived for the line L in any other 
position and not passing through the origin. 



A 


Figure 9-7 
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Formula (5) is called the polar normal form of the equation of a straight 
line. For lines perpendicular to the polar axis u = 0° or 180°, and for 
lines parallel to the polar axis w = 90° or 270°. Substituting these values 
for td, we have the special forms 


p cos 6 = =fc p 

(6) 

p sin 0 = ± p. 

(7) 


The 0-coordinate is constant for points on a line passing through the 

origin. Hence the equation of a line through the origin with inclination 
a is 

0 = a. ( 8 ) 

Although the equation of a line through the origin can be written immedi¬ 
ately in this form, it. is worth noting that equation (8) is a special case of 
equation (5). By setting p = 0 in equation (8), we have p cos (0 - w ) = 0, 
cos (0 — w) = 0, 0 — u> = £ir, and 0 = w = a. 



Figure 9-8 


ne S the equation of a circle of radius r with center at (p.,0,). 

eet the* ,8 *- 9 8 r n< u apply,ng the law of c °s‘nes to the triangle ORP, we 
get the equation of the circle in the form 

P 2 + P!* - 2 pp x cos (0 - 0,) = T \ ( 9 ) 

If the center is at (r,0°), then p, = r and 0, = 0° and the equation reduces to 


p = 2r cos 0. 


If the center is at (r,90°), the equation becomes 


( 10 ) 


p = 2r sin 6. 


(11) 
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We use the focus-directrix property of conics (Exercise 8-1, problem 15) 
to derive their equations in polar coordinates. The equations can be ob¬ 
tained in simple forms if the focus and origin coincide and the directrix 
is parallel or perpendicular to the polar axis. In Fig. 9-9 the directrix DE 
is perpendicular to the polar axis and to the left of O. If we indicate the 
eccentricity by e, and the length of DO by p, we have for any point P(j>,9) 
of the conic 

OP 

EP e ‘ 


But the numerator OP = p, and the denominator EP = DR = DO + OR 
= p + p cos 9. Hence p (p + p cos 6) = e, and solving for p, we get 



ep 

1 — e cos O' 



When the focus is at the pole and the directrix is p units to the right of 
the pole, the equation is 



ep 

1 + e cos O' 



If the focus is at the pole and the directrix is parallel to the polar axis, 
the equation is 


or 


P = 

P = 


ep 


1 + e sin 0 

ep 

1 - e sin 0 


(14) 

(16) 


depending on whether the directrix is p units above or below the pole. 

An equation in any of the forms (12)-(15) represents a parabola if 
e = 1, an ellipse if e is between 0 and 1, and a hyperbola if e is greater 
than 1. The graph in any case can be sketched immediately. Having 
observed the type of conic from the value of e, the next step is to find the 
points where the curve cuts the polar axis, the extension of the axis through 
O, and the line through the pole perpendicular to the polar axis. These 
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are called the intercept points, and may be obtained by using the values 0°, 
90°, 180°, and 270° for 0. Only three of these values can be used for a 
parabola, since one of them would make a denominator zero. The inter¬ 
cept points are sufficient for a rough graph. For increased accuracy a 
few additional points should be plotted. 



Example. Sketch the graph of p = 15/(3 — 2 cos0). 

Solution. The equation takes the form (12) when the numerator and denomi¬ 
nator of the right member are divided by 3. This gives 

5 

P 1 -(2/3) cos d' 

In this form we observe that c = 2/3, and hence the graph is an ellipse. Substi- 

uting 0,90 , 180°, and 270° in succession for 0 in the original equation, the inter¬ 
cept points are found to be 

05,0°), (5,90°), (3,180°), and (5,270°). 

Pl ° ttoi ” Fig ' ®- 10 - The >» ints and <3.180") are vertices 

d the other intercept points are the ends of a latus rectum. The center mid- 

a-aybetweentheverticesi, at (6,O'). The length of the major axis 2o - 18, 
and o-9 The distance between the center and the focus at O is c = 6. Hence 
6* = a> - c* = 81 - 36 = 45, and b = 3 V 5 . 


EXERCISE 


axis and “/f ", ® nt ! ‘ he «< the line perpendicular to the polar 

Cornel M 3 ^ He nght ° f the po,e ' (b) 3 unita to the left of the pole 

Compare your results with formula (6). P ° le ‘ 
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n . 2 / US l°[ a , figUr L e find the ^ uat ion Of the line parallel to the polar axis 
u"th fo™ula n, (7) UXiS ’ (b> 3 UnitS ab ° Ve thG axis - Check results 

3. Show that formula (5) can be reduced to the form 


P = 


C 


A cos 0 -f- B sin 0 
Plot two points and draw the line represented by each equation 4-6. 

4 


4. P = 


1 


G- P = si 


cos 0 -f 2 sin 0 
-3 


5. p = 


2 cos 6 — sin 0 


2 cos 0 + 5 sin 0 


Give the coordinates of the center and the radius of each circle defined by 
equations 7-10. 

7. p = 8 cos 0. 8. p = 6 sin 0. 

9 p = —10 sin 0. 10 . p= —4 cos 0. 

11. Use formula (9) and write the equation of the circle of radius 2 and (a) with 
center at (4,0°), (b) with center at (4,90°), (c) with center at (2,0°). 

Sketch the conics defined by equations 12-23. 


12. 

4 

n = -- 

13. 

6 

1 — cos 6 

p 1 + sin 0 

14. 

9 

o = -- 

15. 

10 

2 + 2 cos 0 

p 3 - 3 sin 0 

16. 

12 

o = --- 

17. 

12 

2 — cos# 

p 2 + sin 0 

18. 

16 

19. 

15 

H 4 + 3 cos 0 

p 5 - 4 sin 0 

30. 

8 

21. 

10 

H 1 - 2 cos 0 

p 2 + 3 cos 0 

22. 

15 

23. 

18 

H 3 + 5 sin 0 

p 3 - 4 sin 0 


9-6 Aids in graphing polar coordinate equations. We have seen that 
an examination of an equation in rectangular coordinates may reveal 
short-cuts to the construction of its graph. In the same way, certain 
features of a graph in polar coordinates are often discovered by an analysis 
of its equation. It is better, for economy of time, to wrest useful informa¬ 
tion from an equation and thus keep at a minimum the tedious point-by¬ 
point plotting in sketching a graph. We shall discuss and illustrate cer¬ 
tain simple devices in polar curve tracing. 

Variation of p with 0. Many equations are sufficiently simple so that 
the way in which p varies as 6 increases is evident. Usually a range of 
0-values from 0° to 360° yields the complete graph. However, we shall 
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find exceptions to this rule. By observing the equation and letting 6 
increase through its range, the graph can be visualized. A rough sketch 

may then be made with a few pencil strokes. To illustrate this situation, 
we use the equation 

p = 3(1 + sin 6 ). 

By starting at 9 = 0° and increasing the angle in 90° steps to 300°. it is 
a simple matter to see how p varies in each 90° interval. This variation 
is represented in the diagram. The graph (Fig. 9-11) is a heart-shaped 
curve called the cardioid. 


As 6 increases from 

0° to 90° 

90° to 180° 
180° to 270° 
270° to 3G0° 


sin 0 varies from p varies from 


0 to 1 
1 to 0 
0 to -1 
-1 toO 


3 to f> 
6 to 3 
3 to 0 
0 to 3 


“T? I''" ^ If P Shrinks to zero as 9 ^caches and 

takes a fixed value ft>. then the line 9 = 0 O is tangent to the curve at the 

origin. Intuitively, this statement seems correct; it can be proved. In 



Figure 9-11 
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the preceding equation, p = 3(1 + sin 0), the value of p diminishes to zero 
as 0 increases to 270°. Hence the curve is tangent to the vertical line at 
the origin (Fig. 9-11). 

To find the tangents to a curve at the origin, set p = 0 in the equation 
and solve for the corresponding values of 0 . 

Symmetry. We shall give tests for symmetry with respect to the pole, 
the polar axis, and the vertical line 0 = 90°. Noticing Fig. 9-12, the fol¬ 
lowing tests are evident. 

1. If the equation is unchanged when p is replaced by -p or when 0 is 
replaced by 180° + 0, the graph is symmetric with respect to the pole. 

2. If the equation is unchanged when 0 is replaced by -0, the graph is sym¬ 
metric with respect to the polar axis. 

3. If the equation is unchanged when 0 is replaced by 180° — 0, the graph 
is symmetric with respect to the vertical line 0 = 90°. 

These tests will be found helpful. When any one is satisfied in an 
equation the symmetry is certain. On the other hand, the failure of a 
test does not disprove the symmetry in question. This is unlike the 
analogous situation in rectangular coordinates and is a consequence of 
the fact that a point has more than one polar coordinate representation. 
For example, replacing p by —p, the equation 

p = sin 20 becomes —p = sin 20. 

This does not establish symmetry with respect to the pole. But substi¬ 
tuting 180° -|- 0 for 0 yields 

P = sin 2(180° + 0) = sin(360° + 20) = sin 20, 
which proves the symmetry with respect to the pole. 




Figure 9-12 
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Continuing with the equation 

p = sin 26, 

we see that it does not satisfy tests 2 and 3. But it is sufficient to obtain 
the graph for 6 from 0° to 180°, and then to complete the drawing by the 
known symmetry with respect to the pole. Since we have a trigonometric 
function of 26, it is convenient to consider the variation of p as 6 increases 
in steps of 45°. The diagram indicates this variation. From it we see 



that 9 . r0rrCSPOndmg l ° ' he 2er ° value of <>• and ,harefo ^ conclude 

origin h” “ ,an f n ‘ l ° ' he polar axis a " d the vertical line at the 
a three WaofT? ! »he graph (Fig. 9-13), it is seen that it has 

/ ir-lw ro r TTZ *?'*'“* °' ‘* shape ' tha « raph is called a 

move inf™ tv. and " Umbers indica,e how a point would 

' e ln ] rac,n g the curve as 6 increases from 0° to 360° 

Of ^ lruled ™ lucs - Frequently equations are met in which certain values 
0 bX™nde ar Th X : ,Ud r d - T ” ai " 9 pla - restrictions 

-;— 

The graphs of equations of the forms 


p = a sin nd and 

"here n is a positive integer, are called 
curve consists of equally spaced closed 


P = a cos nd, 

rose curves. The graph of a rose 
loops extending from the origin. 
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The number of loops, or leaves, depends on the integer n. If n is odd, 
there are n leaves; if n is even, there are 2 n leaves. Figure 9-13 pictures 
a four-leaved rose. 

The graph of an equation of the form 


or 


P = b + a sin 0 
p = b + a cos 0 


is called a limafon. The shape of the graph depends on the relative 
values of a and b. If a = b, the limagon is called a cardioid from its heart¬ 
like shape, as illustrated in Fig. 9-11. If the numerical value of 6 is 
greater than that of a, the graph is a curve surrounding the origin (Fig. 9-5). 
An interesting feature is introduced in the graph when a is numerically 
greater than b. The curve then has an inner loop. To show this, we 
draw the graph of 


p = 2 + 4 cos 0. 


Replacing 0 by —0 leaves the equation unchanged, since cos (—0) = cos 0. 
Hence there is symmetry with respect to the polar axis. Setting p = 0 
gives 

2 + 4 cos 0 = 0, 
cos 0 = —J, 

0 = 120°, 240°. 


The lines 0 = 120° and 0 = 240° are tangent to the curve at the origin. 
The diagram indicates the variation of p as 0 increases from 0° to 180°. 
The graph is shown in Fig. 9-14; the lower half of the large loop and the 
upper half of the small loop were drawn by the use of symmetry. 



Figure 9-14 
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The graphs of the equations 

P 2 = a? sin 20 and pr = a* cos 20 

are lemniscatcs. In each of these equations p ranges from —a to a and 
values of 0 which make the right member negative are excluded. In the 
first equation 0 may not take a value between 90° and 180° or between 
270° and 300°. In the second the excluded intervals are 45° < 0 < 135° 
and 225° < 0 < 315°. 



Figure 9-15 



Figure 9-IU 
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Discussing further the equation 

p- = a- cos 20, 

we observe that its graph is symmetric with respect to the pole, the polar 
axis, and the vertical line through the pole. As 6 increases from 0° to 45°, 
the positive values of P vary from a to 0 and the negative values from -a 
to 0. Hence this interval for 6 gives rise to the upper half of the right 
loop and the lower half of the left loop of the graph (Fig. 9-15). Either 
of these half loops combined with the known symmetries is sufficient for 
completing the graph. 

Finally, the equations 

P = <* 8 , p0 = a, and p = a0, 

are examples of spirals. Their graphs for a > 0 and 6 > 0° are shown in 
Figs. 9-17 to 9-19. 
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Figure 9-19 
Spiral of Archimedes 


Exercise 9-5 

1. Observe that (p,0) and (-p,180° - 6) are symmetric with respect to the 

" S ’* n< V h f (P,6) and are symmetric with respect to the line 

f * W , the bM . w of th,s information, state two tests for the symmetry of 
the graph of an equation. Apply the tests to the equation p = sin 26. 

Sketch the graph of each of the following equations. First examine the equu- 

t.on t° find properties which are helpful in tracing the graph. Where the literal 

constant a occurs, assign to it a convenient positive value. In the spirals 25-29 
use radian measure for 0. i * 


2. p = 4(! — cos 0). 
4. p = a(\ + cos 0). 
6. p = 10 — 5 cos 0. 
8. p = 8 cos 20. 

10. p = 6 sin 30. 

12. p = 2 sin 50. 

14. p = 4 - 8 cos 0. 
16. p — 4 + 8 cos 0. 
18. p » a cos 40. 

20. p ? = 9 cos 20. 

22. p* =r — a 7 cos 20. 
24. p* = a 2 cos 0 

26. p0 = 4 . 

28. p 2 0 = a (Lituus). 
30. p = s i n 

32. p = 3 sec 0 + 4. 


3. p = 6(1 — sin 0). 

5. p = 5 — 2 sin 0. 

7. p = 8 + 4 cos 0. 

9. p = a sin 20. 

11. p = 4 cos 30. 

13. p = 2 cos 50. 

15. p = 6 — 3 sin 0. 

17. p = 6 + 3 sin 0. 

19. p = a sin 40. 

21. p* = 16 sin 20. 

23. p’ = —a 1 sin 20. 

25. p = 20. 

27. p = e 9 . 

29. p* = a’0 (Parabolic Spiral). 
31. p = cos \6. 

33. p = 6 sec 6 — 6. 
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9-8 Intersections of polar coordinate curves. A simultaneous real solu¬ 
tion of two equations in rectangular coordinates represents a point of 
intersection of their graphs. Conversely, the coordinates of a point of 
intersection yield a simultaneous solution. In polar coordinates, however, 
this converse statement does not always hold. This difference in the two 
systems is a consequence of the fact that a point has more than one pair 
of polar coordinates. As an illustration, consider the equations p = -2, 
p = 1 + sin 0 and the two pairs of coordinates (2,90°), (-2,270°). The 
equation p = -2 is satisfied by the second pair of coordinates but not 
by the first. The equation p = 1 + sin 0 is satisfied by the first pair of 
coordinates but not by the second. The two pairs of coordinates, how¬ 
ever, determine the same point. Although the two curves pass through 
this point, no pair of coordinates of the point satisfies both equations. 
The usual process of solving two equations simultaneously does not yield 
an intersection point of this kind. The graphs of the equations, of course, 
show all intersections. 


Example 1. Solve simultaneously and sketch the graphs of 

p = 6 sin 0 and p = 6 cos 0. 


Solution. Equating the right members of the equations, we have 

6 sin 0 = 6 cos 0, 
tan 0=1, 

0 = 45°, 225°, 
p = 3V2, -3^2. 




Figure 9-20 
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The coordinates (3v^2,45°) and ( — 3 V2,225°) define the same point. The graphs 
(Fig. 9-20) show this point, and show also that both curves pass through the 
origin. The coordinates (0,0°) satisfy the first equation and (0,90°) satisfy the 
second equation. But the origin has no pair of coordinates which satisfies both 
equations. 



Example 2. Solve simultaneously and draw the graphs of 

p = 4 sin 0 and p = 4 cos 20. 

Solution. Eliminating p and using the trigonometric identity cos 20 = 1 — 2sin J 0 
we obtain ’ 


4 sin 0 = 4(1 - 2 sin 5 0), 
2 sin 5 0 ■+- sin 0 — 1 =0, 

(2 sin 0 - I )(sin 0 + 1 ) = 0, 

sin 0 = i, - 1 , 

0 = 30°, 150°, 270°, 
P = 2, 2, -4. 


The solutions are (2,30°), (2,150°), and 
curves also cross at the origin, but the 
satisfies both equations. 


(-4,270°). 
origin has 


Figure 9-21 shows that the 
no pair of coordinates which 


exercise 9-6 


skeL\Thl 0 'i ,0 ExT™L Pr0b ^ SOlVe th “ eqUlti ° nS -"'"““cously and 
ing process. h ^ ^ 


1- p == 2 cos d, 
P = 1. 


2. p = 4 sin 0 
P - 2. 
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3. p = 6 cos 0, 
p cos 0 = 3. 

5. p = a(l + cos 0), 
p = a(l — cos 0). 
7. p- = 4 cos 0, 

P = 2. 

P 1 + cos 0’ 

3p cos 0 = 2. 

11. p = 2 sin 0 + 1, 
p = cos 0. 

13. p = 2 sin £0, 

0 = 60°. 

15. p = 2 sin £0, 

P = 1. 

17. p = 4 + cos 0, 
p cos 0 = —3. 

19. p = 2 cos 0+1, 
p cos 0=1. 


4. p = a(l + sin 0), 
p = 2a sin 0. 

6. p cos 0 = 1 , 

P = 2. 

8. p = 1 + sin 0, 

P = 1 + cos 0. 

I0 -' - r=hsr 

p = 3 cos 0. 

12. p* = a* sin 20, 
p = a\/2 cos 0. 
14. p = sin* 0, 
p = cos* 0. 

16. p = 1 — sin 0, 
p = cos 20. 

18. p = 4 — sin 0, 
p sin 0 = 3. 

2 

^ p sin 0 + cos 0’ 
2 

p 1 — cos 0 
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PARAMETRIC EQUATIONS 


10-1 Introduction. Relations between x and y up to this point have 
been expressed by equations involving these variables. Another way of 
defining a relation between x and y is through the use of two equations 
in which each variable is expressed separately in terms of a third variable. 
The third variable is called a -parameter and the equations are called 
parametric equations. Equations of this kind are of considerable im¬ 
portance; the mathematical treatment of many problems is facilitated by 
their use. The equations 

x = 21 and y = l — 4, 

for example, are parametric equations and t is the parameter. The equa¬ 
tions define a locus. If a value is assigned to /, corresponding values are 
determined for x and y, which are the coordinates of a point of the locus. 
The complete locus consists of the points determined in this way as t 
varies through all its values. The relation between x and y is expressed 
directly by eliminating t between the two equations. Thus solving either 
of these equations for t and substituting in the other, we get 

x — 2y = 8. 

Often the parameter can be eliminated, as we have here done, to ob¬ 
tain a direct relation. Sometimes, however, this process is not easy or 
possible because the parameter is involved in a complicated way. The 
equations 

x = -flog l and y = t* -f tan t 
illustrate this statement. 

It is sometimes helpful in the course of a problem to change an equation 

in x and y to parametric form. Consider, for example, the parabola 
defined by 

x 1 + 2x 4- y = 4. 

If we substitute 2t for x and solve the resulting equation for y, we get 
2/ 4 4( 4<*. Hence the parametric equations 

x = 2 1 and y = 4 — At — 

omIS 6 ? thC parabola ‘ U is evident that other representations could be 
med, since x may be equated to any function of t. This procedure is 
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inconvenient or perhaps impossible in equations which contain both 
variables in an involved way. 

The parameter as here used plays a different role from the parameter 
which we discussed in Section 3-5. Here the parameter is a variable, and 
a curve is determined by letting the parameter vary through its range. In 
contrast, the parameter in a linear equation in x and y gives rise to a family 
of curves (lines). A line is determined by each value assigned to the 
parameter. 

10-2 Parametric equations of the circle and ellipse. To find a para¬ 
metric representation of the circle of radius a and center at the origin, we 
select for the parameter the angle 0 indicated in Fig. 10-1. We have at 
once 

x = a cos 0 and y = a sin 0. 

If we let 0 increase from 0° to 360°, the point (x,y), defined by these equa¬ 
tions, starts at (a,0) and moves counterclockwise around the circle. By 
letting 0 change directly with the time t so that 0 = kt, the equations become 

x = a cos kl and y = a sin kt. 

These equations give the location of the moving point at any time. The 
speed of the point is constant. 

The equations x = a cos 0 and y = b sin 0 represent an ellipse. This 
statement can be verified by eliminating the parameter 0. Writing the 
equations as 

- = cos 0 and \ = sin 0, 

a o 



Figure 10-1 
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squaring both members of each equation, and adding, we get 



From this result we see that the parametric equations represent an ellipse, 
and we are able to interpret the quantities a and b. The geometric 
significance of 8 can be seen in Fig. 10-2. The concentric circles are of 
radii a and 6. The terminal side of 8 cuts the circles at A and B. The 
intersection of the vertical line through A and the horizontal line through 
B gives a point of the ellipse. For this point P, we have 

x = OM — OA cos 0 = a cos 0, 

>J = MP = NB = OB sin 8 = b sin 8. 

Hence as 8 varies, P moves along an ellipse. The ellipse is traced by 
letting 8 vary through 360°. If 8 starts at 0° and increases to 3G0°, the 
point P starts at (a,0) and traces the ellipse in a counterclockwise direction. 


y 



Figure 10-2 


10-3 The graph of parametric equations To nl.inm ♦ » i 

P ° intS ^ ^ dra "- in « -*>» A,, alternate^proceclur^is 
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the parameter and construct the graph of the resulting equation. In 
some cases, however, the graph of the parametric equations is only a part 
of the graph of the rectangular equation. Example 2 illustrates this case. 

Example 1. Sketch the graph of 

x = 5t — t 2 and y = 4t — t 2 . 

Solution. The table is the result of assigning to t the indicated values and 
finding the corresponding values of x and y. The graph (Fig. 10-3) is the curve 
drawn through the points (x,y) as determined by the table. 


t 

-* 

-1 

-i 

0 

i 

1 


2 

1 

3 

i 

4 

i 

5 
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-V 
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E3 
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4 

B 

i 
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E3 
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-¥ 

S3 

-¥ 

E2 

-t 

0 

i 

3 

□ 

□ 

B 
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i 

□ 

-i 

E3 

-¥ 


To eliminate the parameter between the preceding equations we subtract the 
second equation from the first, which gives 

x — y = l. 

Then substituting x — y for t in either of the given equations and simplifying, we 
obtain 

x 2 — 2 xy -f y 2 — 4x + by = 0. 

By the test of Section 5-13 the graph is a parabola. The graph is probably more 
easily obtained from the parametric equations than from the rectangular equation. 


V 



Figure 10-3 
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y 



Figure 10-4 


Example 2. Construct the graph of 

i = 2 sin’ 0 and y = 2 cos* 0. 

Solution. The graph is more easily obtained from the direct relation. By 
adding the parametric equations, we obtain 

x + y = 2(sin l 0 + cos 1 0) 
or 

x + y = 2. 

The graph is the line in Fig. 10-4. We note, however, that the graph of the para- 
metnc equations is the segment AB. This results from the fact that the values 
of x and y are restricted to the range 0 to 2. 


Exercise 10-1 

Sketch the curve represented by each pair of equations 1-10. Check the 
graph by use of the rectangular equation obtained by eliminating the parameter. 

L x *= 2 - t, y = 31. 2. x = P, y = 41. 

3. x = 61 >, y = t. 4. x = t, y = /». 

5.x = 31,0= 1 -iK 6. x = 5sin0, y = 5 cos 0 . 

7. r — 4 cos 0, y = 3 sin 0. 8. x = cos 20, y = 2 sin 0. 

9 ' X l + l 1 ’ ' J ~ m*' !0. X = 2 + 5 sin 0, y = 2 - 3 cos 0. 


Eliminate the parameter from each 
the curve, using either the parametric 

11. x = 2sin«, y =. cos 1 0. 

13. x = sec 0, y = tan 0. 

15. x = f-‘, y = i- i-«. 

17. x = cos 0, y = cos 0 + 6in 0. 


pair of equations in problems 1 1-20. Sketch 
equations or the rectangular equation. 

12. x — tan* 0, y — sec* 0. 

14. X = p + 41, y = (l + 3< 

16. x = sin 0 - cos 0, y = sin 0 + cos 0 . 

18. X = < - 1, y , 

’ 1 - 3 
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19. x — tan 0 — cot 0, y = tan 0 + cot 6. 20. x = sin 0 — cos 0, y = sin 0. 

Use radian measure for the parameter in each problem 21-26 and sketch the 
curve for t in the interval 0 to 2w. 

21. x = t + sin l, y = cos t. 22. x = t + sin t, y = t + cos t. 

23. x = -jV', y = sin t. 24. x = 10e-', y = sin t. 

25 . x = t cos t, y = sin t. 26. x = t sin t, y = t cos t. 

27. Show that 

31 3r 

* i + p’ y ~ i + e 

yield x 3 + y 3 — 3 xy = 0. Sketch the graph. Notice that the parametric equa¬ 
tions are preferable for this purpose. 

10-4 The path of a projectile. The equations of certain curves can be 
determined more readily by the use of a parameter than otherwise. In 
fact, this is one of the principal uses of parametric equations. In the 
remainder of this chapter parametric equations of curves are required. 
These curves have interesting properties and also have important prac¬ 
tical and theoretical applications. 

We consider first the path of a projectile in air. Suppose that a body 
is given an initial upward velocity of v 0 feet per second in a direction 
which makes an angle a with the horizontal. Assuming that the resistance 
of the air is small and can be neglected without great error, the object 
moves subject to the vertical force of gravity. This means that there 
is no horizontal force to change the speed in the horizontal direction. 
Noticing Fig. 10-5 with the origin of coordinates at the point where the 
projectile is fired, we see that the velocity in the x-direction is v 0 cos a. 
Then the distance traveled horizontally at the end of t seconds is (t’o cos a)t 
feet. Now the projectile is started with a vertical component of velocity 
of Vo sin a feet per second. This velocity would cause the projectile to 
rise upward to a height of (v 0 sin a)t feet in t seconds. But the effect of 
the pull of gravity lessens this distance. According to a formula of physics 




X 


Figure 10-5 
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the amount to be subtracted is %gP, where g is a constant and approxi¬ 
mately equal to 32. Hence the parametric equations of the path are 

x = (i/ 0 cos a)t, y = ( v 0 sin a)t - \g0. (1) 

If we solve the first equation for t and substitute the result in the second, 
we get the equation of the path in the rectangular form 



(tan a)x — 


gx 2 

2v 0 * cos* a 



This equation, which is of the second degree in x and the first degree in y, 
represents a parabola. 


Example. A stone is thrown upward with a velocity of 160 feet per second 
at an angle of 45° with the horizontal. Write the equations of the path in para- 
metric and rectangular forms. 


Solution. We substitute n, = 160, a = 45°, and g = 32 in equations (1) and (2). 
This gives the parametric equations 

x = 80x/2 1, y = 80v^2f - 16**, 
and the rectangular equation 


y = x - 


800 


This last equation, reduced to standard form, becomes 

(x - 400)* = —800(y - 200). 

1 lie vertex, at (400,200), is the highest point reached by the stone. Setting 
y 0, we find x - 800. Hence the stone strikes the ground at the point (800 0). 


6 T f he Cy< j lo,d - lhe P ath traced »>y a given point on the eircum- 
erence of a circle which rolls along a line is called a cycloid. In order to 
derive the equation of the cycloid, we select the line as the x-axis and take 

the origin at a position where the tracing point is in contact with the 
x-axis. 

Point Fi T E ; !h"® the ,. r ‘ d, J us ° f thl = ™ lli "g circle is a. and P is the tracing 
, Position drawn, the circle has rolled so that CP makes an 

segment Chff'and th Ha ™ E r °“ ed •“»* - WtaTtS 

gment VIS and the arc PB are of equal length. Hence 

OB = arc PB = ad . 

Noticing the right triangle PDC, we may write 

x = OA = OB — PD = ad — a sin 6, 

V — AP = BC — DC = a — a cos 0. 

The equations of the cycloid in parametric form are 

x = a(6 - sin 6), y = a(l - cos 6). 


148 


PARAMETRIC EQUATIONS 


[CHAP. 10 


Y 



The result of eliminating 6 from these equations is the complicated equation 


a - y 

x = a arc cos- 

a 


V2 ay - y 2 . 


Exercise 10-2 

1. A ball is thrown upward with an initial velocity of 80 feet per second at 
an angle of 45° with the horizontal. Write the parametric equations of its path, 
using g = 32. Find also the rectangular equation of the path. How high does 
the ball ascend and how far away, assuming the ground level, does it strike the 
ground? 

2. A projectile is fired upward with a velocity of 160 feet per second at an 
angle of 30° with the horizontal. Find the coordinates of its position at the end 
of (a) 1 second, (b) 3 seconds, (c) 5 seconds. At what times is the projectile 
64 feet above the starting point? 

3. Write the equations, both in parametric and rectangular forms, of the 
path of a projectile which is fired horizontally with a velocity of t’o feet per second. 
If the projectile is fired horizontally from a building 64 feet high, find how far 
downward and how far horizontally it travels in 2 seconds. 

4. A circle of radius a rolls along a line. A point on a radius, 6 units from 
the center, describes a path. Paralleling the derivation in Section 10-5, show 
that the path is represented by the equations 

x = ciB — 6 sin 0, y = a — b cos 0 


The curve is called a curtate cycloid if 6 < a and a prolate cycloid if 6 > a. 

5. Sketch the curve of the equations in problem 4, taking a = 4 and b - 3. 
Sketch the curve if a = 4 and 6 = 6. 

6. A circle of radius 4 rolls along a line and makes a revolution in 2 seconds. 
A point, starting downward on a vertical radius, moves from the center to the cir¬ 
cumference along the radius at a rate of 2 feet per second. Find the equatio 

of the path of the point. 
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Figure 10-7 


7. The end of a thread, kept in the plane of a circle, as it is unwound tautly 
from the circle describes a path called the involute of the circle. Use Fig. 10-7 
to show that the parametric equations of the involute are 

x = a (cos 0 + 0 sin 0), y = a(sin 0 - 0 cos 0). 

An 8 ' Ju ?' g ‘ 10 ~ 8 a C ' rC,e of radius a is ^"gent to the two parallel lines OX and 
, ‘ .u ,r.° C ° UtS the drcIe at B ‘ and >s the intersection of a horizontal 

hne through B and a vertical line through C. Show that the equations of the 
locus of P, as C moves along the upper tangent, are 

x = 2a tan 0, y = 2a cos 1 0. 

This curve is called the witch of Agnesi. Show that its rectangular equation is 



Figure 10-8 
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9. In Fig. 10-9, OP = AB. Show that the equations of the path traced by P, 
as A moves around the circle, are 

x = 2 a sin 1 0, y = 2a sin* 0 tan 0. 


The curve is called the cissoid of Diocles. The rectangular equation is 



10. The path traced by a given point on the circumference of a circle of radius 
\a as it rolls inside and along a circle of radius a is called a hypocycloid of four 
cusps. Use Fig. 10-10 to obtain the parametric equations 

x = a cos* 6, y = a sin* 0. 




Figure 10-10 
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SPACE COORDINATES AND SURFACES 

11-1 Space coordinates. In our study thus far we have dealt with 
equations in two variables, and have pictured equations in a plane coor¬ 
dinate system. When we introduce a third variable a plane will not 
suffice for the illustration of an equation. For this purpose our coordinate 
system is extended to three dimensions. 

Let OX, OY, and OZ be three mutually perpendicular lines. These 
lines constitute the r-axis, the y-axis, and the 2 -axis. The positive direc¬ 
tions of the axes are indicated by arrows in Fig. 11-1. In this drawing, 
and others which we shall make, the x- and z-axes are in the plane of the 
page, and the y-axis is to be visualized as perpendicular to the page. 
The z-axis may be regarded as vertical and the others as horizontal. The 
axes, in pairs, determine the three mutually perpendicular planes, XOY, 
XOZ, and YOZ. These are called coordinate planes, and are designated 
respectively the xy-plane, the xz-plane, and the yz-plane. The coordinate 
planes divide space into eight regions, called octants. The octant with all 
coordinates positive is called the first octant ; we shall not refer to any of 
the other octants by number. 

Z 



Figure 11-1 
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Z 



Figure 11-2 


Having selected a unit of measurement, the position of a point is deter¬ 
mined by its distances from the coordinate planes. The distance of a 
point P from the yz-plane is called the x-coordinate of the point. Similarly, 
the distance from the xz-plane is called the y-coordinate, and the distance 
from the xy-plane the z-coordinale . The coordinates of a point are written 
in the form ( x,y,z ). 

In plotting points and drawing figures, we shall make unit distances on 
the x- and 2 -axes equal. A unit distance on the y-axis will be represented 
by an actual length of about 0.7 of a unit. The y-axis will be drawn at 
an angle of 135° with the x-axis. This position of the y-axis and the fore¬ 
shortening in the y-direction aid in visualizing space figures. Notice, for 
example, the cube and the plotted points in Fig. 11-2. 

11-2 The locus of an equation. The locus of an equation in the three- 
dimensional system is defined exactly as in the case of a two-dimensional 
system. 

The locus of an equation consists of all the points, and only those points, 

whose coordinates satisfy the given equation. 

In the two-dimensional system we found lines and curves as the loci 
of equations. In three dimensions the locus of an equation is a surface. 
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There are equations whose loci, in three dimensions, are space curves 
(curves not lying in a plane). We are excluding space curves from con¬ 
sideration. We have noticed, of course, that some two-dimensional equa¬ 
tions have no loci, and that others consist of one or more isolated points. 
Similarly, there are exceptional cases in a three-dimensional system. How¬ 
ever, we shall be interested in equations whose loci exist and are surfaces. 

11-3 Cylindrical surfaces. We shall begin our study of loci by con¬ 
sidering equations in one and two variables. As a further restriction, we 
shall use equations of only the first and second degrees. The loci of equa¬ 
tions of this class are comparatively easy to determine. 

To find the locus of the equation 

x = 4, 

for example, we notice that the equation is satisfied by giving x the value 
4. Since the equation does not contain y or z, no restrictions are placed 
on these variables. Hence the locus consists of all points which have the 
x-coordinate equal to 4. The locus is obviously the plane parallel to the 
yz-plane and 4 units to the right. 

Passing now to a linear equation in two variables, we choose for illus¬ 
tration the equation 

2y -f 3z = 6. 

In the yz-plane this equation represents a line. Consider now a plane 
through this line and parallel to the x-axis (Fig. 11-3). Any point on this 
plane has a corresponding point on the line with the same y- and z-coor- 
dinates. Hence the coordinates of the point satisfy the given equation. 
We conclude, therefore, that the plane is the locus of the equation. 


Z 




Figure 11-3 
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The two examples indicate the correctness of the following statement: 

The locus of a first degree equation in one or two variables is a plane. The 
plane is parallel to the axis of each missing variable. 


Take now the equation 


(x - 2)* + y* = 4. 


In the xy-plane the locus of this equation is a circle of radius 2 and with 
the center on the x-axis 2 units to the right of the origin (Fig. 11-4). Let 
(x,?/,0) be the coordinates of any point of the circle. Then the point 
(*.!/,z), where z is any real number, satisfies the equation. Thus we see 
that the locus of the given equation is a surface generated by a line which 
moves so that it stays parallel to the z-axis and intersects the circle. 

A surface generated by a line which moves so that it stays parallel to 
a fixed line and intersects a fixed curve in a plane is called a cylindrical sur¬ 
face or cylinder. The curve is called the directrix, and the generating line 
in any position is called an element of the cylinder. 

In accordance with this definition, a plane is a special case of a cylinder; 
the directrix may be a straight line. Hence the locus of each of the three 
equations which we have considered is a cylinder. 

It is easy to generalize the preceding discussion to apply to equations 
in two variables, even without restriction to the degree, and establish the 
following theorem. 


Theorem. The locus of an equation in two variables is a cylinder whose 
elements are parallel to the axis of the missing variable. 



Figure 11-4 
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Exercise 11-1 


1. Draw the coordinate axes and plot the points: A (0,0,2), /?(0,2,0), C(2,0,0), 
0(2.3,0), £(3,2,4), F( -2,0,4), <7( — 1,- 1,- 1), H( 2,1,-2). 

2. Draw a cube which has the origin and the point (4,4,4) as opposite corners. 
Write the coordinates of the other comers. 

3. Draw the edges of a box which has four of its vertices located at the points 

(0,0,0), (3,0,0), (0,2,0), and (0,0,2). \\ rite the coordinates of the other vertices. 

4. Draw the rectangular parallelepiped which has three of its faces in the 
coordinate planes and the points (0,0,0) and (4,5,3) as the ends of a diagonal. 
Write the coordinates of the vertices. 


Describe the surface corresponding to each equation 5-24 and make a sketch 
of the surface. 

5 - x = °- 6. y = 0. 7. z = 0. 


8- z = 5. 9. 

11. 3x + 4z = 12. 12. 

14. 2x - u = 0. 15. 

17. x* + f = 4. 18. 

20. f = 4z. 21. 


23. x } + z 2 - 4x - 6// + 9 = 0. 


z = —5. 

2 y + z = 6. 

3 y — z = 6. 

(y - 2) 1 + z 2 = 1 . 
(x - 2)’ = 8//. 

24. x s + 



10. x + y = 4. 

13. x + z = 0. 

16. z — 4x = 8. 

10. x 2 = 9z. 

22. 4x 2 + 9y» = 36. 
- 4x - 32 y = 64. 


1-4 The general linear equation. In rectangular coordinates of two 
dimensions we found that a linear equation, in either one or two variables 
represents a line. In our three-dimensional system we might, by analogy 
surmise that linear equations, in one, two, or three variables, represent 
sur aces of the same type. The surmise is correct. At this point, how¬ 
ever, we merely state the fact as a theorem, and reserve the proof for the 
next chapter. 


Theorem. The locus, in three dimensions, of the equation 

Ax + By + Cz + D = 0, 
where A, B, and C arc not all zero, is a plane. 

mi.Id C h? C ’fi ti ?- ° f P, , anG r °P rcsented *>y a linear equation can be deter- 
Planes Thcse^t T* ^ Whi<?h pln,,c "^rsects the coordinate 

face makes tb ?i erSe '! nS ’ ^ wU 38 th ° which any sur- 

ace makes with the coordinate planes, are called traces. 

Consider the equation 

4x + 3y 4- 6z - 12. 

Heneewe sit*- °oT tT ^ "* 1 “ 0 . h “ ^-coordinate equal to aero. 
' e set y - o in the given equation and have 

4x + 6z = 12 
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Figure 11-5 


as the equation of the trace on the xz-plane. The equations of the traces 
on the xy- and // 2 -planes are 

4x + 3 y = 12 and 3y + 62 = 12. 

Figure 11-5 shows segments of the traces. These segments form a triangle 
which may be used to picture the plane. 

11-6 Second degree equations. The locus of a second degree equation 
is called a quadric surface. In general it is not easy to determine the 
characteristics and location of a quadric surface corresponding to an 
equation. We shall use equations of simple type, however, whose loci are 
more easily studied. 

The main device in examining the locus of an equation consists in ob¬ 
serving the intersections of the surface by the coordinate planes and planes 
parallel to them. The idea of symmetry, as in a two-dimensional system, 
can be used to advantage. If x can be replaced by — x without changing 
the equation, there is symmetry with respect to the // 2 -plane. Similar 
statements apply for the other variables and coordinate planes. 

To illustrate the method, we examine the equation 

x 2 + y 2 = 4 2 . 

The surface is symmetric with respect to the yz- and x 2 -planes. Negative 
values must not be assigned to 2 . This tells us that no part of the surface 
is below the x//-plane. When 2 = 0. x = 0 and y = 0. Sections made by 
planes parallel to the x//-plane are circles. This is evident if we substitute 
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a positive value for z. The plane z = 1, for example, cuts the surface in 
the circle 


x* 4- y 1 = 4. 

Circles of greater radii are obtained as the intersecting plane is taken 
farther and farther from the xy-plane. 

We next substitute y = 0 and get the equation 

x 1 = 4z. 

Hence the trace in the xz-plane is a parabola. Similarly, the trace in the 
yz-plane is y J = 4z. 

We now have sufficient information to form a mental picture of the sur- 
ace. As a matter of interest, though, we observe that sections parallel to 

eSua^nTeduSt"' 8 “ T*"" 1 " 4 ' 


y 1 = 4(z - 4). 

The coordinates of the vertex of this parabola are (4,0,4) 
shows a sketch of the surface in the first octant. 


Figure 11-6 


gree or au^Wi, “T' W * s £ a11 now discuss a number of second de- 
stild’v of ! qUatl ° n I W L hl . ch are said to be «t^dard forms. The 

interest^ T ^a l0C '' th ° Ugh present, y of only geometric 

other math , f °l™ at l 0n and ex P erie nce which will prove helpful in 

her mathematical situations, particularly in the calculus. 

A m. _ 


A. The ellipsoid. The locus of the equation 
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is called an ellipsoid. We see at once that the surface is symmetric with 
respect to each coordinate plane. By setting one of the variables at a 
time equal to zero, we find the trace equations to be 


* + r = i 

b- 1 * 


a 




1 . 


The traces are all ellipses. Next we assign to x a definite nonzero value, 
x = Jo, and write the given equation as 

'l + z - = , 

6 ** ' _•> 1 o 

c - a- 

This equation shows that sections made by planes parallel to the // 2 -plane 
are ellipses. Further, the elliptic sections decrease in size as the inter¬ 
secting plane moves farther from the // 2 -plane. When the moving plane 
reaches a distance a from the yz-plane, the equation of the section becomes 


and the intersection, therefore, is a point. No part of the ellipsoid is to 
the right of the plane x = a or to the left of the plane x = -a. 

A similar discussion could be made with respect to sections parallel to 
each of the other coordinate planes. Elliptic sections are obtained for 
values of z between — c and c, and for values of y between —b and l>. 

By the method of sections we obtain a clear mental picture of the 
ellipsoid and a guide for making a sketch (Fig. 11-7). 



Figure 11-7 
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If two of the three quantities a, b, and c are equal, the sections parallel 
to one of the coordinate planes are circles. Taking a = b and choosing a 
permissible value zo for z, we have the equation 

Thus we see that planes parallel to the xy-plane cut the surface in circles. 
The ellipsoid for this case could be generated by revolving the xz- or the 
yz- trace about the z-axis. A surface generated by revolving a curve about 
a straight line is a surface of revolution. Finally, if a = b = c, the ellipsoid 
is a sphere. 

B. The hyperboloid of one sheet. The surface represented by the 
equation 



is called a hyperboloid of one sheet. Setting z = 0, we get 



Figure 11-8 
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Hence the xy-traee is an ellipse. If we replace 2 in the given equation by 
a fixed value Zo, we obtain the equation 


1+5L*. 

a 2 b- c 2 


This equation shows that sections parallel to the xy-plane are ellipses and 
that the sections increase in size as the intersecting plane z = z 0 recedes 
from the origin. If a = b, the sections are circles, and the surface is a 
surface of revolution. 

The traces in the rz- and 1 / 2 -planes are respectively the hyperbolas 



The sections parallel to the xz- and yz-planes are likewise hyperbolas. 
Each of the equations 


£ - £ + £ . , 

a 2 b 2 + c 2 ~ 


and 


1 

a 1 ^ b 2 - c 1 


represents a hyperboloid of one sheet. The first encloses the y-axis and 
the second the x-axis. 


C. The hyperboloid of two sheets. The surface represented by 

2 ! _ yl ^ _ . 

a 2 b 2 c 2 ~ A 

is called a hyperboloid of two sheets. By setting each variable in turn equal 
to zero, we get the equations 


Z 



Figure 11-9 
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Hyperboloid of Two Sheets 



Elliptic Paraboloid 
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£-t= 1 £-£ = i i 2 -, 

a 2 6 2 ’ a 2 c 2 ’ 6* c 2 

The first two equations show that the xy- and xz-traces are hyperbolas. 
The third tells us there is no trace in the yz-plane. The sections made 
by the plane x = x 0 is given by the equation 

£+£!«*!!_ j 

6 2 ^c* a 2 


This equation represents a point or an ellipse according as the numerical 
value of x 0 is equal to or greater than a. Sections parallel to the xz- and 
xy-planes are hyperbolas. From this information the surface (Fig. 11-9) 
is readily visualized. 

If h = c, the hyperboloid of two sheets is a surface of revolution. 

Hyperboloids of two sheets are also represented by the equations 



and 



D. 1 he elliptic paraboloid. The locus of the equation 




Figure 11-10 
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is called an elliptic paraboloid. The xy-trace, obtained by setting 2 = 0, is 
the origin. No part of the surface lies below the xy-plane because there 
are no real values for x and y corresponding to a negative z. Planes parallel 
to and above the xy-plane make elliptic sections which increase in size 
as the plane recedes from the origin. 

The traces in the xz- and yz-planes are respectively the parabolas 

— = c 2 z and j- 2 = <?z. 
a 2 b 2 


The surface is sketched in Fig. 11-10. 

If a = b, the sections parallel to the xy-plane are circles. For this case 
the surface is obtainable by rotating either the xz- or yz-trace about the 
z-axis. 

Elliptic paraboloids are also represented by the equations 





E. The hyperbolic paraboloid. The locus of the equation 



is called a hyperbolic paraboloid. The xy-trace is given by the equation 



This equation represents a pair of lines intersecting at the origin. The 
sections made by the plane z = z 0 is the hyperbola 



The hyperbola has its transverse axis parallel to the x-axis when z 0 is 
positive and parallel to the y-axis when z 0 is negative. 

Sections by planes parallel to the xz-plane and the yz-plane are parabolas. 
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Hyperbolic Paraboloid 


Further aid in visualizing the surface may be had from Fig. ll-n. 

A hyperbolic paraboloid is also represented by each of the equations 


X 2 z 2 

a* ~ ~7 " b2, J and 
F. The elliptic cone. The locus of the 


>£ _ l 2 
b 2 c 2 

equation 


a 2 x. 




Figure 11-12 
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is an elliptic cone. 
trace equations 


Setting x, y, and 2 in turn equal to zero, we have the 

£! 1 ^ = 0 - = - t.-* 

a- b 2 ' a- c 2 ’ b 2 c 2 ' 


These equations reveal that the xy-trace is the origin, and that each of the 
other traces is a pair of lines intersecting at the origin. 

Sections parallel to the xy-plane are ellipses, and those parallel to the 
other coordinate planes are hyperbolas. 

For the case in which a = b, the cone is a right circular cone. 

Elliptic cones are also represented by the equations 


?l + 2 2 = yl 

a 2 ^ c 2 fe 2 


and 


b 2 ~ r c 2 a 2 ' 


Exercise 11-2 

Draw the traces on the coordinate planes: 


1. 2x + 3 y + 4z = 12. 
3. x — Ay 4- 2 = 4. 

5. x + ij — z = 0. 


2. 2x + y + 2z = 4. 
4. 2x -f- 3y — z = 6. 
6. x — y — 2 = 0. 


Identify and sketch each quadric surface. If preferred, make the sketch in 
the first octant only and state the symmetry with respect to the coordinate planes: 


7. 

£! + L + f1=1 

9 + 4 + 16 

8. 

X 

9 

+5 


9. 

x 2 + y 2 + z 2 = 16. 

10. 

X 2 

+ 1/ 2 

+ 4z 2 

11. 

+ 

I 

II 

• 

12. 

X 2 

4 

y 1 
4 


13. 

x 2 + y 2 - z 2 = 16. 

14. 

X 2 

— y* 

- z 2 ■■ 

15. 

x 2 y 2 z 2 

16 9 4 

16. 

y* 

z 2 

X 2 

• 

« 

4 

9 

9 

17. 

+ £ = 2z 

9 + 4 /z - 

18. 

X 2 

4 

+ f 

= 3 y. 

19. 

y 2 + z 2 = 4x. 

20. 

X 2 

- '/ 

= 4z. 

21. 

x 2 y 2 _ z 

22. 

X 2 

z 2 

= 2 y. 

9 16 4 

4 

4 

23. 

x 2 y 2 z 2 

16 ^ 9 4 

24. 

y* 

4 

+r 

= X 2 . 


= 1 . 
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12-1 Vectors. There are two special kinds of physical quantities which 
are dealt with extensively in physics and in mathematics. One kind has 
magnitude only, and the other has magnitude and direction. A quantity 
which has magnitude only is called a scalar. The length of an object, 
expressed in terms of a chosen unit of length, is a scalar. Mass, time] 
and density are other illustrations of scalars. A quantity which has both 
magnitude and direction is called a vector. Forces, velocities, and accelera¬ 
tions are examples of vectors. These quantities have direction as well as 
magnitude. 

A vector is customarily represented by an arrow. The length of the 

arrow represents the magnitude of the vector and the arrow is pointed in 

the assigned direction. Thus a force, for example, could be represented 

graphically by an arrow pointing in the direction in which the force acts 

and having a length (in a convenient unit) equal to the magnitude of the 
force. 


Two vectors are said to be equal if they are parallel, have the same 

magnitude (length), and point the same way. The vectors A and B in 

• g /. 12 1 are °n« al - If a vector has the same magnitude as A and points 
in the opposite direction, it is denoted by -A * 

As might be inferred from the definition, vectors are of great importance 
in physics and engineering. They are also used to much advantage in 

r ir irr",, The , S,udy of solid "“W* K-ometrv, in particular, 
IS facilitated by the application of the vector concept. Our immediate 

wi h°nlIno m th , e . mtroduction of vectors, however, is their use in dealing 

' h plancs and »>es m space. To pursue this study, it is necessary first 
to consider certain operations on vectors. necessary nrst 



* The bold-faced 


type indicates that the letter represents a vector 
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12-2 Operations on vectors. It may be observed that a directed line 
segment (Section 2-1) is a vector. In numerous places we have added 
and subtracted directed line segments. In all these cases the vectors have 
had the same, or the opposite, directions. To obtain the sum or the dif¬ 
ference of two such vectors, we have applied the usual method of adding 
and subtracting algebraic quantities. We now define the sum and dif¬ 
ference of two vectors where there is no restriction as to their directions. 

To find the sum of two vectors A and B, we draw from the head of A a 
vector equal to B. The sum of A and B is then defined as the vector 
drawn from the origin of A to the head of B (Fig. 12-2). 

Since the opposite sides of a parallelogram are equal and parallel, it 
may be seen from Fig. 12-3 that the sum of two vectors is independent of 
the order in which they are added. That is, 

A + B = B + A. 

Hence vectors are said to be commutative with respect to addition. 

The sum of three vectors A, B, and C may be obtained by adding C to 
A 4- B. It is easy to show geometrically that the sum of three or more 
vectors is independent of the order of addition. For example, 

A + B + C = (A + B) + C = A + (B + C). 

This is called the associative law of addition. 

To subtract the vector B from the vector A, we first draw the vectors 
from a common origin (Fig. 12-4). Then the vector extending from the 
end of B to the end of A and pointing toward the end of A is defined as 
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Figure 12-5 


difference A B. The triangle formed by the vectors B, A - B and A 
shows that 

B + (A - B) = A. 

That is, A - B is the vector which added to B gives A. 

_ ° f V Cala T T and a VeCt ° r A ’ ex P resse d by mA, is a vector 

onnoTtedirlT “f ' and haa ,he direc,ion of A if ”■ is positive, and the 

~ tr produrt is * -»—• 

as !LZT Thu 0 -'r Pr ^dT y of mA and " A is “ — " + - *■»- 

mA + nA = (m + n)A, 

If Th n V Tr A and B and A + B form the sides of a triangle (Fig 12-21 

“nV/ f h r, VeCt ? rS iS multiplied b * * m, then mA, mB^and 

m(A + B) form a similar triangle, and hence 

m(A + B) = m A + mB. (2) 

oTmul«pli“«on 2) Sh ° W ‘ hat VeC ‘° rS a " d SCalare obey the ^utive 

>e“;« y v zz,? h ,r e - v r ore are — 

to the coordinate axes The LJ e *P re f fd as the sum of vectors parallel 

sent vectors of unit length from the ^ • *1* U ^ Ually em P*oyed to repre- 

respectively. Any vector in Z 1™*'" t° ^ P ° ints (1 >°> a » d (0,1) 

scalar times i and a scalar times i ? Th C *tL ** expressed “ the sum of a 
written as 0168 Thus the vector V (Fig. 12-6) may be 

V = al + 6j. 
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Figure 12-6 


The vectors ai and 6j are called the components of V. The vector ai 
is the z-component and 6j is the y-component. The lengths of V, ai, 
and bj are denoted respectively by the symbols |V|, |a|, and |6|. These 
quantities, by the Pythagorean theorem, satisfy the relation 

|V| = V a* + 6*. 

The quotient of V and |V| is a vector of unit length in the direction of V. 
A vector is called a unit vector if its length is unity. 

If V! and V 2 are vectors in terms of their components 

V, = a,i + 6j, V 2 = a 2 i + 6 2 j, 

then 

V, + V, = (a, + at) i + (6, + 6*)j. 

Thus the sum is a vector whose z- and y-components are the sums of the 
z- and y-components respectively of the two given vectors. 

Similarly, we have 

V, - V 2 = (a, - at) i + (6, - 6,)j. 

Example 1. Vectors are drawn from the origin to the points A( 3,-2) and 
B( 1,5). Indicating these vectors by OA = A and OB = B, find A + B and A — B. 

Solution. The vectors (Fig. 12-7) are 

A = 3i — 2j, B = i + 5j. 

Their sum is 

A + B = 4i + 3j, 

and their difference is 

A — B = 2i — 7j. 

Example 2. Find the vector from the origin to the point § of the way from 
A(1,3) to 5(4,-3). 

Solution. The required vector is equal to the vector from the origin to A plus 8 
of the vector from the point A to the point B. Indicating the vectors from the 
origin to A and B by A and B respectively, we have 
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Figure 12-7 


A = i + 3j, 

B = 4i - 3j, 

B - A = 3i — 6j. 

Hence the required vector V is 

V = * + 3j + $(3i - 6j) 
= 3i - j. 




Also subtracTthe' 1 ecoTveZ? /rim 'Z w'n 1^““ P ° intS ' 

1 A /rv nv n . 


1- A(2,3), B(-4,5). 2 R(n ±\ 

a ,,,—2), St—,,—4). issassiu. 

D “; unit ^ *■—*»-«-—« each p rob , em 

* 6* 3i — 12j. 7io* c* 

2i ~ 3j ' 9 - 1 + 2 ^- 10. 4i + 3j !' 

vector makes wiS the f ^itive^-nxis 912 ^ ^ C ° Sin6 ° f th ® ang,e which the 

* + j. JO _ i I O* 

>* ■ + * 5 - i+ , ,3 ' * + 0j ' 

17 + J ' I6 ‘ 5i + 12j. 

' n g 0rigi " raW - p “ i " t ° f «- vector p 7 p , join. 
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18. Find the vectors from the origin to the trisection points of the vector P,P, 
joining the points P,( —3,4) and P : (12, —5). 

12-4 Vectors in space. In the three-dimensional rectangular coordinate 
system the unit vectors from the origin to the points (1,0,0), (0,1,0), and 
(0,0,1) are denoted respectively by i, j, and k. Any vector in space can 
be expressed in terms of these unit vectors. Thus the vector from the 
origin to the point A(a,b,c) is 


OA = A = ai + 6j + ck. 

The vectors ai, bj, and ck are the x-, y-, and z-components of the vector A. 
The length of the vector A may be obtained by using the lengths of the 
sides of the right triangles OCA and ODC (Fig. 12-8). From the Pythag¬ 
orean relation, we have 

(0.4 ) 2 = (OC) 2 + (CAY 

= (< 0D) 2 + ( DC ) 2 + (CAY 
= a 2 + b 2 + c 2 . 

Hence the length of A is 

|A| - Va 2 + 6* + c*. 

The vector from Pi(x x ,y h zi) to in Fig. 12-9 has the compo¬ 

nents (x 2 — Xi)i, (i/ 2 — i/i)j, (z 2 — Zi)k. Hence it is expressed by 


P 1 P 2 = (x 2 - x,)i + (y 2 - j/i)j + & ~ zi)k. 

The length of the vector P 1 P 2 , or the distance d between the points Pi and 

P», is _ 

d = V(x 2 — x,) 2 + (y 2 - y\Y + (22 - zO 2 - 



Figure 12-8 
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Figure 12-9 


trian^W^T^ ^ (, '- 2 ’ 3) ’ and C(5,7,0) are vertices of a 

triangle. Express the sides as vectors and find the length of each side. 

Solution. The vectors from the origin to the given points are 

OA = A = i - 2j + 3k, 

OB = B = —4i + 5j -f 6k, 

OC = C = 5i + 7j. 

The sides, expressed as vectors, are 

AB = B — A = —5i + 7j + 3k, 

BC = C - B *= 9i -f 2j - 6k, 

CA = A - C = -4i — 9j -f- 3k. 

The lengths of the vectors are 


\AB\ = V(- 5 )’ + V + 3’ = V83, 

\BC\ = v'a* + 2*+ (-6)* = 11, 

1 CA \ - ^4)* + (-9)*+ 3* = v^06. 

Exercise 12-2 

Find the distance between the points A and B in each problem 1-1 

,-SS 1 tastes 

5. A(6,8,1), fl(0,2,I), C(0, —4,—5). 
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6. -<4(2,3,— 2), #(-2,1,3), C(3,8,0). 

7. ^4(3,3,3), #(4,5,5), C(l,2,5). 

8. 4(2,4,5), #(6,8, —1), C(-2,-2,l). 

Determine n unit vector having the direction of the vector in each problem 9-12. 

9. 6i + 3j - 6k. 10. 2i - 4j + 4k. 

11. 2i - j - 3k. 12. i + j + k. 

13. Find the vectors from the origin to the mid-point and the trisection points 
of the line segment (1, —3,7), (7,3,—2). What are the coordinates of the terminal 
points of these vectors? 

14. Find the equation of a sphere of radius 5 and center at (1,—2,3). 

15. Find the center and radius of the sphere z 1 + y 1 + 2 * + 4x — 2y + 6z = 0. 

16. Find the coordinates of the points which divide the line segment (4,5,7), 
(2,3,5) into four equal parts. 

17. Find the vector from the origin to the intersection of the medians of the 
triangle whose vertices are 4(4,2,1), #( — 5,7,0), and C(4, —3,5). 

18. The line segment (3,4,6), ( — 1,1,0) is produced by its own length through 
each end. Find the coordinates of the new ends. 

12-5 The scalar product of two vectors. So far we have not defined a 
product of two vectors. Actually there are two kinds of products of two 
vectors which have arisen in physics and are extensively used. We shall 
define one of these products and make some applications to geometry. 

The scalar product of two vectors A and B, denoted by A • B, is defined 
by the equation 

A • B = |A| |B| cos 9, 

where 9 is the angle between the vectors when drawn from a common 
origin (Fig. 12-10). It makes no difference whether 9 is taken as positive 
or negative, since cos 9 = cos (—6). However, we shall restrict 9 to the 
range from 0° to 180°. The angle 9 is 0° if A and B point in the same 
direction, and is equal to 180° if they point oppositely. The name scalar 
is used because the product is a scalar quantity. This product is also 
called the dot product, since the product is indicated by placing a dot 
between the two vectors. 



Figure 12-10 
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In the figure the point M is the foot of the perpendicular to the vector A 
drawn from the point of B. The vector from 0 to M is called the vector 
■projection of B on A. The vector projection and A point in the same 
direction, since 0 is an acute angle. If 0 exceeds 90°, then A and the vector 
from O to M point oppositely. The scalar projection of B on A is defined 
as |B| cos 0. The sign of the scalar projection depends on cos 0. Using 
the idea of scalar projection of one vector on another, the dot product may 
be interpreted geometrically as 

A ■ B = |A| |B| cos 0 


- (length of A) times (the scalar projection of B on A). 

We could also say that the dot product of A and B is the length of B times 
the scalar projection of A on B. 

It follows immediately from the definition of scalar product that 

A • B = B • A. (i) 

Hence the dot product of two vectors is said to be commutative. 

We next establish the distributive law from the scalar multiplication of 
vectors. If we let b and c stand for the scalar projections of B and C on A 
we see (Fig. 12-11) that the sum of the scalar projections of B and C on A 
is the same as the scalar projection of (B 4 - C) on A. Hence 

| A |(6 + c ) = |A|6 + |A|e, 
and 


A • (B + C) = A • B + A • C. (2) 

Equation (2) expresses the distributive law for the multiplication of vec¬ 
tors. bmce the dot product is commutative (equation (1)J, we have also 


(B + C)-A = B-A + C 




sum^nf eqU . ati ° nS (2) and (3) may be Seen that the 5ca,ar P^duct of two 
sums of vectors may be carried out as in multiplying two algebraic ex 

™' " f "'hich consists of more than one term. Thu" for 


(A + B) (C + D) = AC + AD + BC + BD. 



Figure 12-11 
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If two vectors are expressed in terms of i, j, and k, the scalar product 
can be found in a simple way. Let the vectors A and B be expressed as 

A = ad + a 2 j 4- ajk, 

B = 6 |i 4- boj 4- 63 k. 

To obtain the dot product of A and B, we first determine the dot products 
of the unit vectors i, j, and k. We have 

i • i = j • j = k • k = 1 , 
i • j - j • k = k • i = 0 . 

Hence we obtain 

A • B = aibi 4- aj )2 4- 0363 . (4) 

Equation (4) shows that the dot product is obtained by the simple process 
of adding the products of the corresponding coefficients of i, j, and k. 

Since cos 90° = 0 and cos 0° = 1, it is evident that the scalar product of 
two perpendicular vectors is zero, and the scalar product of two vectors 
in the same direction is the product of their lengths. The dot product of a 
vector on itself is the square of the length of the vector. That is, 

A ■ A = |A| 2 . 

Example 1. Determine whether the vectors 

A = 3i + 4j — 8k, 

B = 4i - 7j - 2k 

are perpendicular. 

Solution. The scalar product is 

A • B = 12 - 28 4- 16 = 0. 

Since this product is zero, the vectors are perpendicular. 

Example 2. Vectors are drawn from the origin to the points -4(6, — 3,2) and 
B( — 2,1,2). Find the angle AOB. 

Solution. Indicating 0.4 by A and OB by B, we write 

A = 6i — 3j 4- 2k, 

B = -2i 4- j 4- 2k. 

To find the angle, we substitute in both members of the equation 

A • B = !A| JB! cos 9. 

The product in the left member is A • B = —12 -341= —11. The lengths 
of A and B are |A| = V36 4- 9 4- 4 = 7, |B| = V4 4-14-4 = 3. Hence 

„ A B -11 

cos0 = Iamb] = ’2T’ 

9 = cos-' Mjp = 122° (nearest degree). 
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Example 3. Find the scalar projection and the vector projection of 

B = 2i - 3j - k on A = 3i - Gj 4- 2k. 

Solution. The scalar projection of B on A is |B| cos 0, where 8 is the angle 
between the vectors. Using the equation 

A • B = !A| |B| cos 8, 

we have 

|B| cos 6 = 


Since A • B — 6 + IS — 2 = 22 and 1A| = V9 + 36 -I- 4 = 7, it follows that 

|B| cos 8 = V- 


1 he scalar projection of B on A is 22/7. Since the scalar projection is positive, the 
vector projection is in the direction of A. The vector projection is therefore the 
product of the scalar projection and a unit vector in the direction of A. This 
unit vector is A divided by its length. Hence the vector projection of B on A is 


22 3i - 6 j + 2k 
7 ' 7 


22 

49 (3i - Gj + 2k). 


Exercise 12-3 

Find the dot product of the vectors in each problem 1-4. Find also the cosine 
of the angle between the vectors. 


1. A = 4i - j + 8 k, 

B = 2i + 2j — k. 

3. A = lOi + 2j + 11k, 
B = 4i — 8 j — k. 


2. A = 5i — 3j + 2k, 

B = -i + 7j + 13k. 
4. A = i -f j -f 2 k, 

B = 8 i + 4j + k. 


In each problem 5 and 6 find the scalar projection nnd the vector projection 
oi B on A. 

5. A = i - j - k, 6. A = 3i + 3j + k, 

B = 10i — 11 j + 2k. B = i - 2j — 2k. 

7. Find the angle which a diagonal of a cube makes with one of its edges. 

8 . From a vertex of a cube, a diagonal of a face and a diagonal of the cube 
are drawn. Find the angle thus formed. 

the^ctoff^om rtoTlnVt'veTorTo^t: C^tnd th ****"?** 
these vectors. Similarly, find the other interior angles of the triangle * 660 

9. A(3,4,2), £(1,7,1), C(-2,3,-5). 

10 . A( — 2 , — 1 , 1 ), £( 1 , 0 , — 2 ), C(0,— 3 , 1 ). 

-itrs r.t r.f i», ** 

ti'iSiTs.-a.ni. E 


178 


VECTORS AND PLANES AND LINES 


(CHAP. 12 


12-6 The equation of a plane. We have discovered (Section 11-3) that 
a linear equation in one or two variables represents a plane. In Section 11- 
4, we stated without proof that a linear equation in three variables also 
represents a plane. We shall now prove that the locus of a linear equation, 
in one, two, or three variables, is a plane. 

Suppose that a point P x (x u y x ,z x ) is in a given plane and that a nonzero 
vector 

N = Ai + Bj + Ck 

is perpendicular, or normal, to the plane (Fig. 12-12). A point P(x,y,z) 
will lie in the given plane if and only if the vector P,P is perpendicular to 
N. Setting the scalar product of these vectors equal to zero, we obtain 
the equation 

N • PTP = 0, (1) 

or 

A(x - x,) + B(y - y x ) + C(z - z,) = 0. (2) 

This is the equation of the plane which passes through P x (x x ,y x ,z x ) and 
is perpendicular to the vector N = A\ + B j + Ck. Substituting D for 
the constant —Ax x —By x —Cz x , we write the equation in the form 

Ax + By + Cz + D = 0. (3) 

Conversely, any linear equation of the form (3) represents a plane. 
Starting with this equation, we can find a point P x (x\,y x ,z x ) whose coordi¬ 
nates satisfy it. Then we have 

Ax i + By x + Cz\ + 0 = 0. 

This equation and equation (3) yield, by subtraction, 

A(x - xO + B(y - y t ) + C(z - z,) = 0, 

which is of the form (2). Hence equation (3) represents a plane per¬ 
pendicular to the vector N = Ai 4- Bj + Ck. 

Theorem. Any plane can be represented by a linear equation. Con¬ 
versely, the locus of a linear equation is a plane. 

N 



Figure 12-12 
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Example 1. Write the equation of the plane which contains the point 
/*i(4,—3 r 2) and is perpendicular to the vector N = 2i — 3j + 5k. 

Solution. We use the coefficients of i, j, and k as the coefficients of x, y, and z 
and write the equation 

2x - 3y + 5z + D = 0. 

For any value of D this equation represents a plane perpendicular to the given 
vector. The equation will be satisfied by the coordinates of the given point if 

8 + 9+10 + D = 0, or D = -27. 

The required equation therefore is 

2x - 3*/ + 5z - 27 = 0. 

Example 2. Find the equation of the plane determined by the points P,(l 2 6) 
P*(4,4,l), and P*(2,3,5). ' ' 

Solution. A vector which is perpendicular to two sides of the triangle is normal 
to the plane of the triangle. To find such a vector, we write 

/*7p j = 3i + 2j - 5k, 

P7r> = i + j - k, 

N = Ai + Bj + Ck. 

The coefficients A, B, and C are to be found so that N is perpendicular to each 
of the other vectors. Thus 

N • PTPj = 3A + 2B - 5C = 0, 

N • PJ>> = A + B - C = 0. 

These equations give A = 3C and S = -2C. Choosing C = 1 , we have 

" ~ ! 7, 2J + k ’ The pbne 3x - 2</ + * + D = 0 is normal to N, and passes 
through the given points if D = -5. Hence we have 

3x - 2y + 2 — 5 = 0. 

2 x+ X 32 F =0 thC diStanCG d fr ° m the point P ( 6 - 4 ,-l) ^ the plane 


N 



Figure 12-13 
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Solution. Let R be any point of the plane (Fig. 12-13). The scalar projec¬ 
tion of the vector RP on a vector perpendicular to the plane gives the required 
distance. This scalar projection is obtained by taking the dot product of RP and 
a unit vector normal to the plane. The point (1,0,0) is in the plane, and using 
this point for R, we have RP = 5i + 4j — k. Either of the vectors 

_ 2i + 3j - 6k 
7 

is a unit vector normal to the plane. Hence 


N ■ RP 


10+12 + 6 _ 28 
± 7 ± 7 ’ 


We choose the ambiguous sign + in order to have a positive result. Thus we 
get d = 4. 


n 2 n, 



Example 4. Find the angle 6 between the planes 4x — 8y — 2 + 5 — 0 and 
x + 2y — 2z + 3 = 0. 

Solution. The angle between two planes is equal to the angle between their 
normals (Fig. 12-14). The vectors 

4i — 8j — k _ i + 2j^2k 
Nl - -9-’ Nj_ 3 

are unit vectors normal to the given planes. The dot product yields 

cos 6 = N, • N, = -tf, and 0 = 112°. 

The planes intersect, making a pair of angles equal (approximately) to 112 , and 
a second pair equal to 68°. Choosing the smaller angle, we give the angle between 

the planes as 68°. 


Exercise 12-4 

Write the equation of the plane which satisfies the given conditions in each 
problem 1-8. 

1. Perpendicular to N = 3i - 2j + 5k and passes through the point (1,1,2). 

2. Perpendicular to N = 4i - j - k and passes through the origin. 
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3. Parallel to the plane 2x — 3y — 4z = 5 and passes through (1,2,—3). 

4. Perpendicular to the line segment (4,0,6), (0, —8,2) at its mid-point. 

5. Passes through the origin and is perpendicular to the line through (2, —3,4) 
and (5,6,0). 

6 . Passes through the points (0,1,2), (2,0,3), (4,3,0). 

7. Passes through the points (2, —2,-1), ( — 3,4,1), (4,2,3). 

8 . Passes through (0,0,0), (3,0,0), (1,1,1). 

Find the distance from the given point to the given plane in each problem 9-12. 

9. 2x - y + 2z + 3 = 0; (0,1,3). 

10. 6x + 2y — 3z + 2 = 0; (2,-4,3). 

11. 4x - 2y + z - 2 - 0; (-1,1,2). 

12. 3x — 4y — 5z = 0; (5,-1,3). 

Find the cosine of the acute angle between each pair of planes in problems 13-16. 

13. 2x + y + z + 3 = 0, 2x — 2y + z - 7 = 0. 

14. 2x + y + 2z - 5 = 0, 2x — 3ij + 6z -f- 5 = 0. 

15. 3x - 2y + z — 9 = 0, x — 3y - 9z + 4 = 0. 

16. x — 8y + 4z - 3 = 0, 4x -f 2y — 4z + 3 => 0. 

17. Show that the planes 

A,x + Boj + C,z + Z>, = 0 

.<42X -+■ B-ty -+■ CjZ -f- D 2 = 0 
are perpendicular if and only if 

AiA, + B,B t + C,C, = 0. 

18. Determine the value of C so that the planes 2x — 6y -f Cz = 5 and 
x “ 3</ + 2z = 4 are perpendicular. 

!9. Use vectors to show that the distance d from P,{x x ,y u t x ) to the plane 
+ #// + Cz + D = 0 is 

d = I Axi+JByt + Cz, + D\ 
n /A* + B 1 + C 7 


12-7 The equations of a line. Let L be a line which passes through a 
given point Pi(xi,y h z t ) and is parallel to a given nonzero vector 

V = Ai + Bj + Ck. 

If p (*,y,z) is a point on the Hne, then the vector PJ> i s parallel to V 

i F,g HenPp 5 p • C ° nV . er ! ely ’ if PlP is P ara hel to V, the point P is on the line 
. Hence P is on L if and only if there is a scalar t such that 


or 


PiP = *V, 

(* “ * l ^‘ + (y - l/')j + (* - 2i)k = A (i + Btj + Ctk. 


(1) 
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Equating corresponding coefficients of i, j, and k, we obtain the equations 

x - x, = At, y - y, = Bl, z - z, = Ct, 

or, transposing, 

x = x, + At, y = y, 4- Bt, z = Zi + Ct. (2) 


When t is given any real value, equations (2) determine the coordinates 
( x,y,z ) of a point on the line L. Also there is a value of t corresponding to 
any point of the line. Equations (2) are called parametric equations of 
the line. 

By solving each of the parametric equations for t and equating the equal 
values, we get 




These are called the symmetric equations of the line. 

The planes which contain a line and are perpendicular to the coordinate 
planes are called projecting planes. 

Equations (3) represent three projecting planes. This becomes evident 
when we write the equations as 

x-xi y-y t x-xi_z-zi y - y\ z - z\ 

A ~ B ’ A C ’ B C 

These equations, each in two variables, represent planes perpendicular re¬ 
spectively to the xy- t xz-, and yz-planes. These equations represent a 
line, and hence the line is the intersection of the planes. Any two of the 
equations, of course, determine the line. We notice also that any one of 
the equations can be obtained from the other two. 

A line in space may be defined by two planes which pass through the 
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line. Hence there are infinitely many ways of defining a line, since in¬ 
finitely many planes pass through a line. However, it is usually con¬ 
venient to deal with the projecting planes. 

If a line is parallel to a coordinate plane, one of the quantities A, B, and 
C in equations (3) is zero, and conversely. In this case, one member of 
the equation would have zero in the denominator and could not he used. 
If, for example, A = 0 and B and C are not zero, then the line passing 
through P i(ii,t/i,zi) is parallel to the vector V = Bj + Ck. Hence the line 
is parallel to the ary-plane and consequently the plane x = a-, contains 
the line. If two of A, B, and C are zero, say A = B = 0, then the line is 
parallel to the z-axis. Hence the line is the intersection of the planes 
x = X\ and y — y i. Thus we see that when a denominator of a member of 
equations (3) is zero, the corresponding numerator equated to zero repre¬ 
sents a plane through the line in question. 

Example 1 . Write the equations of the line through (2, - 1,3) which is parallel 
to the vector V = -2i 4- 4j + 6k. 

Solution. The equations of the line in the symmetric form (3) are 

* - 2 _ xj + 1 _ z - 3 
-2 4 6 

These equations in the parametric form (2) are 

x = 2 - 2t, y = -1 + 4/, z = 3 + 6f. 

Example 2. A line passes through the points P,(2, -4,5), P,( -1 3 l) Write 
its equations. 

Solution. The vector from P, to B,, 


P 2 P , = 3i - 7j + 4k, 
is parallel to the line. Hence we get 

x - 2 y + 4 z — 5 
3 -7 4 


Had we used the vector 
the denominators. 


P\Pj instead of P 2 P X , the signs would be reversed in all 


Example 3. Find a symmetric form of the equations 

z + y-z- 7 = 0, x + 5*, + 5z + 5 = 0. 

to dominate z" wT th f ' fi k rst ^ uation ^ and add to the second equatio. 
This gives the equating * qUati ° n ^ the SeC ° nd t0 e,imi " at * - 

6x + IOy - 30 ^ 0 and 


+ 6z + 12 = 0. 
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By solving each of these for y, we obtain 

— 3x + 15 —3z - 6 

y =- 5 - y = —2- 

Combining these equations and dividing by —3, we obtain the symmetric equa¬ 
tions 

x — 5 y z + 2 
5 ” -3 ” 2 

Example 4. Write the equations of the line passing through the points Pi(2,6,4) 
and P 2 (3, —2,4). 

Solution. The vector from P\ to P 2 is 

PTP: = i - 8j. 

Hence the required line is parallel to the xy-plane. The plane z = 4 contains the 
line. This plane is perpendicular to two of the coordinate planes. We use the 
first two members of equations (3) to get another plane containing the line. Thus 
we have the defining equations 



or 

z = 4, 8x + y — 22 = 0. 

Notice that we could not use the third member of the symmetric equations because 
its denominator would be zero. We did, however, set the numerator of that 
member equal to zero to obtain one of the planes. 

Example 5. Find the equation of the line through (2, —1,3) and parallel to 
the planes 2x — y + Az — 5 = 0 and 3z + y + z — 4 = 0. 

Solution. Normals to the planes are given by the vectors 

N, = 2i - j + 4k, 

N 2 = 3i + j + k. 

The required line is perpendicular to these vectors. Hence, if V = ^4i + Bj + Ck 
is parallel to the line, we have 

N, • V = 2A — B + 4C = 0, 

Nj • V = 3A + B + C = 0. 

Solving these equations for A and B in terms of C, we get A = —C,B = 2C. 
Hence V = -Ci + 2Cj + Ck. Taking C = 1, then V = -i + 2j + k. The 
equations of the line may therefore be written as 

x - 2 _ y + 1 _ z ~ 3 
-1 2 1 

12-8 Direction angles and direction cosines. The angles, a, 0, and 
7 which a directed line makes with the positive x-, y-, and z- axes respec¬ 
tively are called the direction angles of the line. The cosines of the direc- 
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tion angles are called the direction cosines of the line. The direction 
cosines of a line represented by equations of the form (2) or (3) may be 
found by the use of vectors. The vector 

V = Ai + Bj + Ck 

is parallel to the line. Having chosen one direction along the line as 
positive, then one of the vectors V or its negative points in the same direc¬ 
tion as the line. The direction cosines are easily determined by using the 
dot product, as in problem 11, Exercise 12-3. 

The angles formed by two lines which do not intersect are defined to be 
equal to the angles formed by two lines which do intersect and are parallel 
to the given lines. Hence vectors can be employed in finding the angles 
formed by two lines in space. 

Example. Assign a positive direction to the line represented by the equa¬ 
tions 

g ~ 1 _ y + 3 _ z — 5 
4 -3 “ -2 

and find the direction cosines. 

Solution. The vectors 4i - 3j - 2k and -4i + 3j + 2k are parallel to the 
line. \\ e select the positive direction of the line upward, so that y is an acute 

angle. Then the vector V = -4i + 3j + 2k points in the positive direction of 
the line. Using the dot product, we get 

i • V = |i| |V| cos a, 

— 4 = y/29 cos a, 

4 

cos a --—. 

V29 

Similarly, j ■ V and k V yield cos 0 = JL and cos -y * . 

V29 x/29 


BvSLVr* J hiCh iS par “" el '° th * line in each problem 1-4. 

the cooSe Xl 1 ‘ n eq '"“ ‘° ZOr °’ " nd ' h ' P ° in,s ln * W « h «“ ‘in' cut. 

1.3U=J. «' + *_* + ?. 2 . JL _» -2 .-3 


x ~ 3 _ _y _ z — 4 

3 — 1 9 


~ I j[ 

z — 4 


4 * ~ 2 _ y + i 

‘ 1 9 = 


thro"^ the line " hich passes 

5. P(4,~3,5); — 2i + 3j + 4k. G. P(0,l,-2); i - j + 2k 

^(1,1,2); 2i -f 3j — k. —^3); 5, 
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9. P(2, — 1,1); 2i + j. 
11. P(4,3,2 ); j + 2k. 

13. P(0,0,0); j. 


10. P(3,3,3); i + k. 
12. P(0,0,0); i. 

14. P(0,0,0); k. 


Write the equations of the line through the two points in each problem 15-22. 

15. (1,2,3), (-2,4,0). 16. (0,0,0), (3,4,5). 

17. (1,0,2), (0,2,1). 18. (2,4,0), (1,2,8). 

19. (2,5,4), (2,4,3). 20. (0,4,3), (0,4,4). 

21. (-1,3,4), (3,3,4). 22. (0,0,2), (0,0,4) 


Find a symmetric form for each pair of equations in problems 23-26. 

23. x — y — 2z + 1 = 0, 24. x + y - 2z + 8 = 0, 

x — 3y — 3z + 7 = 0. 2x - y - 2z + 4 = 0. 

25. x + y + z — 9 = 0, 26. x + y — z + 8 = 0, 

2x + y — z + 3 = 0. 2x-y + 2z + 6 = 0. 

27. Find the direction cosines of the lines defined in problems 1-4 of this exer¬ 
cise. In each case select the positive direction of the line so that y is an acute 
angle. 


Find the cosine of the acute angle formed by each pair of lines in problems 28-31. 

x ~ 1 _ y+ 1 _ 2-3 x- 1 _ y + 1 _ z- 3 
2 “ 1 ” 2 ’ 2 -2 1 

on 1 + 2 - y + 2 - f J ~ 1 = V ~ 1 = 2 ~ 4 
3 “ 6 2’ 1 2 -2 

30. x = 3 + t, y = 5 - 8t, z = 2 + 4t\ 
x = 3 + 41 , y = 5 — 21, z = 2 — 4t. 

31. x = t, y = —21, 2 = 3/; 
x = Gt, y = 4t, z = —2t. 

In each problem 32-34 find the equations of the line which passes through the 
given point and is parallel to each of the given planes. 

32. (0,0,0);x — y + 2 = 4, x + y — 22 + 3 = 0. 

33. (2,1,3); 2x - 3y + 2z = 5, 3x + 2y - 2z = 7. 

34. (-1,5,-5); x - y = 5, y + z = 3. 
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No. 

Sq. 

1 

1 



121 

144 

169 

196 

225 

256 


324 

361 

400 

441 

484 

529 

576 

625 

676 

729 

784 

841 

900 

961 

1,024 

1,089 

1,156 

1,225 

1,296 

1,369 

1,444 

1,521 

1,600 

1,681 

1,764 

1,849 

1,936 


1.000 

1.414 

1.732 

2.000 

2.236 

2.449 


2.828 

3.000 

3.162 

3.317 

3.464 


3.742 

3.873 

4.000 

4.123 

4.243 

4.359 

4.472 

4.583 

4.690 

4.796 

4.899 

5.000 

5.099 

5.196 

5.292 

5.385 

5.477 

5.568 

5.657 

5.745 

5.831 

5.916 




6.083 

6.164 

6.245 

6.325 

6.403 

6.481 

6.557 

6.633 

6.708 

6.782 

6.856 

6.928 


1 

8 

27 

64 

125 

216 

3-13 

512 

729 

1,000 

1.331 

1,728 

2,197 

2,744 

3,375 

4,096 

4,913 

5,832 

6,859 

8,000 

9,261 



27,000 

29,791 

32,768 

35,937 

39,304 

42,875 

46,656 

50,653 

54,872 

59,319 

64,000 

68,921 


1.000 

1.260 

1.442 

1.587 

1.710 

1.817 

1.913 

2.000 


520 

571 



2,601 
2,704 
2,809 
2,916 
3,025 
3,136 
3,249 
3,364 
3,481 
3,600 

3,721 

3,844 

3,969 

4,096 

4,225 

4,356 

4,489 

4.624 
4,761 
4,900 

5,041 

5,184 

5,329 

5,476 

5.625 
5,776 
5,929 
6,084 
6,241 
6,400 

6,561 

6,724 

6,889 

7,056 

7,225 

7,396 

7,569 

7,744 

7,921 

8,100 

8,281 
8,464 
8,649 
8,836 
9,025 
9,216 
9,409 
9,604 
9,801 
10,000 


7.141 
7.211 
7.280 
7.348 
7.416 
7.483 
7.5.50 
7.616 
7.681 
7.746 

7.810 
7.874 
7.937 
8.000 
8.062 
8.124 
8.185 
8.246 
8.307 
8.367 

8.426 

8.485 

8.544 

8.602 

8.660 

8.718 

8.775 

8.832 

8.888 

8.944 

9.000 

9.055 

9.110 

9.165 

9.220 

9.274 

9.327 

9.381 

9.434 

9.487 

9.539 

9.592 

9.644 

9.695 

9.747 

9.798 

9.849 

9.899 

9.950 

10.000 


32,65 


140,608 

148,877 

157,464 

166,375 


185,193 
2 

205,379 


493,039 


571.787 


9 

1,000,000 


Cube 

Root 


3.708 
3.733 
3.756 
3.780 
3.803 
3.826 
3.849 
3.871 
3.893 
3.915 

3.936 

3.958 

3.979 

4.000 

4.021 

4.041 

4.062 

4.082 

4.102 

4.121 

4.141 

4.160 

4.179 

4.198 

4.217 

4.236 

4.254 

4.273 

4.291 

4.309 

4.327 

4.344 

4.362 

4.380 

4.397 

4.414 

4.431 

4.448 

4.465 

4.481 

4.498 

4.514 

4.531 

4.547 

4.563 

4.579 

4.595 

4.610 

4.626 

4.642 
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TABLE II 


Values of Trigonometric Functions (Degrees) 


Angle 

Sine 

Cosine 

Tangent 

Angle 

Sine 

Cosine 

Tangent 

0 ° 

0.000 

1.000 

0.000 





1 ° 

.018 

1.000 

.018 

46° 

.719 

.695 

1.036 

2 ° 

.035 

0.999 

.035 

47° 

.731 

.682 

1.072 

3° 

.052 

.999 

.052 

48° 

.743 

.669 

1.111 

4° 

.070 

.998 

.070 

49° 

.755 

.656 

1.150 

5° 

.087 

.996 

.088 

50° 

.766 

.643 

1.192 

6 ° 

.105 

.995 

.105 

51° 

.777 

.629 

1.235 

7° 

.122 

.993 

.123 

52° 

.788 

.616 

1.280 

8 ° 

.139 

.990 

.141 

53° 

.799 

.602 

1.327 

9° 

.156 

.988 

.158 

54° 

.809 

.588 

1.376 

10 ° 

.174 

.985 

.176 

55° 

.819 

.574 

1.428 

11 ° 

.191 

.982 

.194 

56° 

.829 

.559 

1.483 

12 ° 

.208 

.978 

.213 

57° 

.839 

.545 

1.540 

13° 

.225 

.974 

.231 

58° 

.848 

.530 

1.600 

14° 

.242 

.970 

.249 

59° 

.857 

.515 

1.664 

15° 

.259 

.966 

.268 

60° 

.866 

.500 

1.732 

16° 

.276 

.961 

.287 

61° 

.875 

.485 

1.804 

17° 

.292 

.956 

.306 

62° 

.883 

.470 

1.881 

18° 

.309 

.951 

.325 

63° 

.891 

.454 

1.963 

19° 

.326 

.946 

.344 

64° 

.899 

.438 

2.050 

20 ° 

.342 

.940 

.364 

65° 

.906 

.423 

2.145 

21 ° 

.358 

.934 

.384 

66 ° 

.914 

.407 

2.246 

22 ° 

.375 

.927 

.404 

67° 

.921 

.391 

2.356 

23° 

.391 

.921 

.425 

68 ° 

.927 

.375 

2.475 

24° 

.407 

.914 

.445 

69° 

.934 

.358 

2.605 

25° 

.423 

.906 

.466 

70° 

.940 

.342 

2.747 

26° 

.438 

.899 

.488 

71° 

.946 

.326 

2.904 

a AnA 

27° 

.454 

.891 

.510 

72° 

.951 

.309 

3.078 

28° 

.470 

.883 

.532 

73° 

.956 

.292 

3.271 

29° 

.485 

.875 

.554 

74° 

.961 

.276 

3.487 

nnO 

30° 

.500 

.866 

.577 

75° 

.966 

.259 

3.732 

31° 

32° 

.515 

.530 

.857 

.848 

.601 

.625 

76° 

77° 

.970 

.974 

.242 

.225 

4.011 

4.331 

33° 

34° 

35° 

.545 

.559 

.574 

.839 

.829 

.819 

.649 

.675 

.700 

78° 

79° 

80° 

.978 

.982 

.985 

.208 

.191 

.174 

4.705 

5.145 

5.671 

36° 

37° 

38° 

39 c 

40° 

.588 

.602 

.616 

.629 

.643 

.809 

.799 

.788 

.777 

.766 

.727 

.754 

.781 

.810 

.839 

81° 

82° 

83° 

84° 

85° 

.988 

.990 

.993 

.995 

.996 

.156 

.139 

.122 

.105 

.087 

6.314 

7.115 

8.144 

9.514 

11.43 

Jk ^ ^ 

ooooo 

.656 

.669 

.682 

.695 

.707 

.755 

.743 

.731 

.719 

.707 

.869 

.900 

.933 

.966 

1.000 

86 ° 

87° 

88 ° 

89° 

90° 

.998 

.999 

.999 

1.000 

1.000 

.070 
.052 
.035 
.018 
.000 | 

14.30 

19.08 

28.64 

57.29 

OO 
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TABLE III 


Values of Trigonometric Functions (Radians) 


Radians Sin 


Cos 


Tan Radians Sin 


Cos 


Tan 



.0100 

.0200 


.0400 .9992 



.0500 

.0600 

.0699 

.0799 


.9988 

.9982 

.9976 

.9968 


I W' m 

.9960 

.0998 

.9950 

.1098 

.9940 

.1197 

.9928 

.1296 

.9916 

.1395 

.9902 

.1494 


.1593 

.9872 

.1692 

.9856 

.1790 

.9838 

.1889 

.9820 

.1987 

.9801 

-2085 

.9780 

.2182 

.9759 

.2280 

.9737 

.2377 

.9713 

.2474 

.9689 

.2571 

.966-1 

.2667 

.9638 

.2764 

.9611 

.2860 

.9582 

.2955 

.9553 

.3051 

.9523 

.3146 

.9492 

.3240 

.9460 

.3335 

.9428 

.3429 

.9394 

.3523 

.9359 

.3616 

.9323 

.3709 

.9287 

.3802 

.9249 


.0000 

.0100 

.0200 

.0300 

.0400 

.0500 

.0601 

.0701 


.0902 

.1003 

.1104 

.1206 

.1307 

.1409 

.1511 

.1614 

.1717 

.1820 

.1923 

.2027 

.2131 

.2236 

.2341 

.2447 

.2553 

.2660 

.2768 

.2876 

.2984 

.3093 

.3203 

.3314 

.3425 

.3537 

.3650 

.3764 

.3879 

.3994 

.4111 



.3894 

.3986 

.4078 

.4169 

.4259 

.4350 

.4439 

.4529 

.4618 

.4706 

.4794 

.4882 

.4969 

.5055 

.5141 

.5227 

.5312 

.5396 

.5480 

.5564 

.5646 

.5729 

.5810 

.5891 

.5972 

.6052 

.6131 

.6210 

.6288 

.6365 

.6442 

.6518 

.6594 

.6669 

.6743 

.6816 

.6889 

.6961 

.7033 

.7104 


.9211 

.9171 

.9131 

.9090 

.9048 

.9004 

.8961 

.8916 

.8870 

.8823 

.8776 

.8727 

.8678 

.8628 

.8577 

.8525 

.8473 

.8419 

.8365 


.8253 

.8196 

.8139 

.8080 

.8021 

.7961 

.7900 

.7838 

.7776 

.7712 

.7648 

.7584 

.7518 

.7452 

.7385 

.7317 

.7248 

.7179 

.7109 

.7038 


.4228 

.4346 

.4466 

.4586 

.4708 

.4831 

.4954 

.5080 

.5206 

.5334 

.5463 

.5594 

.5726 

.5859 

.5994 

.6131 

.6269 

.6410 

.6552 


.6841 
6989 
.7139 
.7291 
.7445 

.7602 

.7761 

.7923 

.8087 

.8253 

.8423 

.8595 

.8771 

.8949 

.9131 

.9316 

.9505 

.9697 

.9893 

1.009 
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TABLE III (cent.) 


Values of Trigonometric Functions (Radians) 


Radians 

Sin 

Cos 

Tan 

Radians 

Sin 

Cos 

Tan 

.80 

.7174 

.6967 

1.030 

1.20 

.9320 

.3624 

2.572 

.81 

.7243 

.6895 

1.050 

1.21 

.9356 

.3530 

2.650 

.82 

.7311 

.6822 

1.072 

1.22 

.9391 

.3436 

2.733 

.83 

.7379 

.6749 

1.093 

1.23 

.9425 

.3342 

2.820 

.84 

.7440 

.6675 

1.116 

1.24 

.9458 

.3248 

2.912 

.85 

.7513 

.6600 

1.138 

1.25 

.9490 

.3153 

3.010 

.80 

.7578 

.6524 

1.162 

1.26 

.9521 

.3058 

3.113 

.87 

.7643 

.6448 

1.185 

1.27 

.9551 

.2963 

3.224 

.88 

.7707 

.6372 

1.210 

1.28 

.9580 

.2867 

3.341 

.89 

.7771 

.6294 

1.235 

1.29 

.9608 

.2771 

3.467 

.90 

.7833 

.6216 

1.260 

1.30 

.9636 

.2675 

3.602 

.91 

.7895 

.6137 

1.286 

1.31 

.9662 

.2579 

3.747 

.92 

.7956 

.6058 

1.313 

1.32 

.9687 

.2482 

3.903 

.93 

.8010 

.5978 

1.341 

1.33 

.9711 

.2385 

4.072 

.94 

.8076 

.5898 

1.369 

1.34 

.9735 

.2288 

4.256 

.95 

.8134 

.5817 

1.398 

1.35 

.9757 

.2190 

4.455 

.96 

.8192 

.5735 

1.428 

1.36 

.9779 

.2092 

4.673 

.97 

.8249 

.5653 

1.459 

1.37 

.9799 

.1995 

4.913 

.98 

.8305 

.5570 

1.491 

1.38 

.9819 

.1896 

5.177 

.99 

.8300 

.5487 

1.524 

1.39 

.9837 

.1798 

5.471 

1.00 

.8415 

.5403 

1.557 

1.40 

.9854 

.1700 

5.798 

1.01 

.8468 

.5319 

1.592 

1.41 

.9871 

.1601 

6.165 

1.02 

.8521 

.5234 

1.628 

1.42 

.9887 

.1502 

6.581 

1.03 

.8573 

.5148 

1.665 

1.43 

.9901 

.1403 

7.055 

1.04 

.8624 

.5062 

1.704 

1.44 

.9915 

.1304 

7.602 

1.05 

.8674 

.4976 

1.743 

1.45 

.9927 

.1205 

8.238 

1.00 

.8724 

.4889 

1.784 

1.46 

.9939 

.1106 

8.989 

1.07 

.8772 

.4801 

1.827 

1.47 

.9949 

.1006 

9.887 

1.08 

.8820 

.4713 

1.871 

1.48 

.9959 

.0907 

10.98 

1.09 

.8866 

.4625 

1.917 

1.49 

.9967 

.0807 

12.35 

1.10 

.8912 

.4536 

1.965 

1.50 

.9975 

.0707 

14.10 

1.11 

.8957 

.4447 

2.014 

1.51 

.9982 

.0608 

16.43 

1.12 

.9001 

.4357 

2.066 

1.52 

.9987 

.0508 

19.67 

1.13 

.9044 

.4267 

2.120 

1.53 

.9992 

.0408 

24.50 

1.14 

.9086 

.4176 

2.176 

1.54 

.9995 

.0308 

32.46 

1.15 

.9128 

.4085 

2.234 

1.55 

.9998 

.0208 

48.08 

1.16 

.9168 

.3993 

2.296 

1.56 

.9999 

.0108 

92.62 

1.17 

.9208 

.3!K)2 

2.360 

1.57 

1.000 

.0008 

1256. 

1.18 

.9246 

.3809 

2.427 





1.19 

.9284 

.3717 

2.498 
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TABLE IV 

Exponential Functions 




1.0000 

1.0513 

1.1052 

1.1618 

1.2214 

1.2840 

1.3499 

1.4191 

1.4918 

1.5683 

1.6487 

1.7333 

1.8221 

1.9155 

2.0138 

2.1170 

2.2255 

2.3396 

2.4596 

2.5857 

2.7183 

3.0042 

3.3201 

3.6693 

4.0552 

4.4817 
4.9530 
5.4739 
6.0496 
6 . 

7.3891 

8.1662 

9.0250 

9.9742 

11.023 



2 
8 
7 

.8187 

.7788 

.7408 

.7047 

.6703 

.6376 

.6065 

.5769 

.5488 

.5220 

.4966 

.4724 

.4493 

.4274 

.4066 

.3867 

.3679 

.3329 

.3012 

.2725 

.2466 

.2231 

.2019 

.1827 

.1653 

.1496 

.1353 

.1225 

.1108 

.1003 

.0907 



12.182 

13.464 

14.880 

16.445 

18.174 

20.086 

22.198 

24.533 

27.113 

29.964 

33.115 

36.598 
40.447 
44.701 
49.402 

54.598 
60.340 
66.686 
73.700 
81.451 

90.017 

99.484 

109.95 

121.51 

134.29 

148.41 

403.43 

1096.6 

2981.0 

8103.1 

22026 . 



.0821 

.0743 

.0672 

.0608 

.0550 

.0498 

.0450 

.0408 

.0369 

.0334 

.0302 

.0273 

.0247 

.0224 

.0202 

.0183 

.0166 

.0150 

.0136 

.0123 

.0111 

.0101 

.0091 

.0082 

.0074 

.0067 

.0025 

.0009 

.0003 

.0001 

.0000 
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TABLE V 

Common Logarithms of Numbers 


N 

0 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

0000 

0043 

0086 

0128 

0170 

0212 

0253 

0294 

0334 

0374 

11 

0414 

0453 

0492 

0531 

0569 

0607 

0645 

0682 

0719 

0755 

12 

0792 

0828 

0864 

0899 

0934 

0969 

1004 

1038 

1072 

1106 

13 

1139 

1173 

1206 

1239 

1271 

1303 

1335 

1367 

1399 

1430 

14 

1461 

1492 

1523 

1553 

1584 

1614 

1644 

1673 

1703 

1732 

16 

1761 

1790 

1818 

1847 

1875 

1903 

1931 

1959 

1987 

2014 

16 

2041 

2068 

2095 

2122 

2148 

2175 

2201 

2227 

2253 

2279 

17 

2304 

2330 

2355 

2380 

2405 

2430 

2455 

2480 

2504 

2529 

18 

2553 

2577 

2601 

2625 

2648 

2672 

2695 

2718 

2742 

2765 

19 

2788 

2810 

2833 

2856 

2878 

2900 

2923 

2945 

2967 

2989 

20 

3010 

3032 

3054 

3075 

3096 

3118 

3139 

3160 

3181 

3201 

21 

3222 

3243 

3263 

3284 

3304 

3324 

3345 

3365 

3385 

3404 

22 

3424 

3444 

3464 

3483 

3502 

3522 

3541 

3560 

3579 

3598 

23 

3617 

3636 

3655 

3674 

3692 

3711 

3729 

3747 

3766 

3784 

24 

3802 

3820 

3838 

3856 

3874 

3892 

3909 

3927 

3945 

3962 

26 

3979 

3997 

4014 

4031 

4048 

4065 

4082 

4099 

4116 

4133 

26 

4150 

4166 

4183 

4200 

4216 

4232 

4249 

4265 

4281 

4298 

27 

4314 

4330 

4346 

4362 

4378 

4393 

4409 

4425 

4440 

4456 

28 

4472 

4487 

4502 

4518 

4533 

4548 

4564 

4579 

4594 

4609 

29 

4624 

4639 

4654 

4669 

4683 

4698 

4713 

4728 

4742 

4757 

30 

4771 

4786 

4800 

4814 

4829 

4843 

4857 

4871 

4886 

4900 

31 

4914 

4928 

4942 

4955 

4969 

4983 

4997 

5011 

5024 

5038 

32 

5051 

5065 

5079 

5092 

5105 

5119 

5132 

5145 

5159 

5172 

33 

5185 

5198 

5211 

5224 

5237 

5250 

5263 

5276 

5289 

5302 

34 

5315 

5328 

5340 

5353 

5366 

5378 

5391 

5403 

5416 

5428 

36 

5441 

5453 

5465 

5478 

5490 

5502 

5514 

5527 

5539 

5551 

36 

5563 

5575 

5587 

5599 

5611 

5623 

5635 

5647 

5658 

5670 

37 

5682 

5694 

5705 

5717 

5729 

5740 

5752 

5763 

5775 

5786 

38 

5798 

5809 

5821 

5832 

5843 

5855 

5866 

5877 

5888 

5899 

39 

5911 

5922 

5933 

5944 

5955 

5966 

5977 

5988 

5999 

6010 

40 

6021 

6031 

6042 

6053 

6064 

6075 

6085 

6096 

6107 

6117 

41 

6128 

6138 

6149 

6160 

6170 

6180 

6191 

6201 

6212 

6222 

42 

6232 

6243 

6253 

6263 

6274 

6284 

6294 

6304 

6314 

6325 

43 

6335 

6345 

6355 

6365 

6375 

6385 

6395 

6405 

6415 

642 o 

44 

6435 

6444 

6454 

6464 

6474 

6484 

6493 

6503 

6513 

6522 

46 

6532 

6542 

6551 

6561 

6571 

6580 

6590 

6599 

6609 

6618 

46 

6628 

6637 

6646 

6656 

6665 

6675 

6684 

6693 

6702 

6712 

47 

6721 

6730 

6739 

6749 

6758 

6767 

6776 

6785 

6794 

6803 

48 

6812 

6821 

6830 

6839 

6848 

6857 

6866 

6875 

6884 

6893 

49 

6902 

6911 

6920 

6928 

6937 

6946 

6955 

6964 

6972 

6981 

60 

6990 

6998 

7007 

7016 

7024 

7033 

7042 

7050 

7059 

7067 

61 

7076 

7084 

7093 

7101 

7110 

7118 

7126 

7135 

7143 

7152 
*700 a 

62 

7160 

7168 

7177 

7185 

7193 

7202 

7210 

7218 

7226 

7235 

WO 1 fi 

63 

7243 

7251 

7259 

7267 

7275 

7284 

7292 

7300 

7308 

mm 

7316 

"70 on 

64 

7324 

7332 

7340 

7348 

7356 

7364 

7372 

7380 

7388 

7396 
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TABLE V (cent.) 
Common Logari thms of N umbers 



7404 

7482 

7559 

7634 

7709 

7782 

7853 

7924 

7993 

8062 

8129 

8195 

8261 

8325 

8388 

8451 

8513 

8573 

8633 

8692 

8751 

8808 

8865 

8921 

8976 

9031 

9085 

9138 

9191 

9243 

9294 

9345 

9395 

9445 

9494 

9542 

9590 

9638 

9685 

9731 

9777 

9823 

9868 

9912 

9956 


7412 

7490 

7566 

7642 

7716 

7789 

7860 

7931 

8000 


7419 

7497 

7574 

7649 

7723 

7796 

7868 

7938 

8007 


7427 

7505 

7582 

7657 

7731 

7803 

7875 

7945 

8014 


8069 

8075 

8082 

8136 

8142 

8149 

8202 

8209 

8215 

8267 

8274 

8280 

8331 

8338 

8344 

8395 

8401 

8407 

8457 

8463 

8470 

8519 

8525 

8531 

8579 

8585 

8591 

8639 

8645 

8651 

8698 

8704 

8710 

8756 

8762 

8768 

8814 

8820 

8825 

8871 

8876 

8882 

8927 

8932 

8938 

8982 

8987 

8993 

9036 

9042 

9047 

9090 

9096 

9101 

9143 

9149 

9154 

9196 

9201 

9206 

9248 

9253 

9258 


9299 

9350 

9400 

9450 

9499 

9547 

9595 

9643 

9689 

9736 

9782 

9827 

9872 

9917 

9961 


9304 

9355 

9405 

9455 

9504 

9552 

9600 

9647 

9694 

9741 

9786 

9832 

9877 

9921 

9965 


9309 

9360 

9410 

9460 

9509 

9557 

9605 

9652 

9699 

9745 

9791 

9836 

9881 

9926 

9969 


7435 

7513 

7589 

7664 

7738 

7810 

7882 

7952 

8021 

8089 

8156 

8222 

8287 

8351 

8414 

8476 

8537 

8597 

8657 

8716 

8774 

8831 

8887 

8943 

8998 

9053 

9106 

9159 

9212 

9263 

9315 

9365 

9415 

9465 

9513 

9562 

9609 

9657 

9703 

9750 

9795 

9841 

9886 

9930 

9974 


7443 

7520 

7597 

7672 

7745 

7818 

7889 

7959 

8028 

8096 

8162 

8228 

8293 

8357 

8420 

8482 

8543 

8603 

8663 

8722 

8779 

8837 

8893 

8949 

9004 

9058 

9112 

9165 

9217 

9269 

9320 

9370 

9420 

9469 

9518 

9566 

9614 

9661 

9708 

9754 

9800 

9845 

9890 

9934 

9978 


7451 

7528 

7604 

7679 

7752 

7825 

7896 

7966 

8035 

8102 

8169 

8235 

8299 

8363 

8426 

8488 

8549 

8609 

8669 

8727 

8785 

8842 

8899 

8954 

9009 


7459 

7536 

7612 

7686 

7760 

7832 

7903 

7973 

8041 

8109 

8176 

8241 

8306 

8370 

8432 

8494 

8555 

8615 

8675 

8733 

8791 

8848 

8904 

8960 

9015 


7466 

7543 

7619 

7694 

7767 

7839 

7910 

7980 

8048 

8116 

8182 

8248 

8312 

8376 

8439 

8500 

8561 

8621 

8681 

8739 

8797 

8854 

8910 

8965 

9020 


9063 

9069 

9074 

9117 

9122 

9128 

9170 

9175 

9180 

9222 

9227 

9232 

9274 

9279 

9284 

9325 

9330 

9335 

9375 

9380 

9385 

9425 

9430 

9435 

9474 

9479 

9484 

9523 

9528 

9533 

9571 

9576 

9581 

9619 

9624 

9628 

9666 

9671 

9675 

9713 

9717 

9722 

9759 

9763 

9768 

9805 

9809 

9814 

9850 

9854 

9859 

9894 

9899 

9903 

9939 

9943 

9948 

9983 

9987 

9991 


7474 

7551 

7627 

7701 

7774 

7846 

7917 

7987 

8055 

8122 

8189 

8254 

8319 

8382 

8445 

8506 

8567 

8627 

8686 

8745 

8802 

8859 

8915 

8971 

9025 

9079 

9133 

9186 

9238 

9289 

9340 

9390 

9440 

9489 

9538 

9586 

9633 

9680 

9727 

9773 

9818 

9863 

9908 

9952 

9996 




APPENDIX 


TABLE VI 


Natural Logarithms of Numbers 


n 

■ or ,," 

n 

■° R e " 

n 

■° R e " 

0.0 


♦ 

4.5 

1.5041 

9.0 

2.1972 

0.1 

7.6974 


4.6 

1.5261 

9.1 

2.2083 

0.2 

8.3906 


4.7 

1.5476 

9.2 

2.2192 

0.3 

8.7960 


4.8 

1.5686 

9.3 

2.2300 

0.4 

9.0837 


4.9 

1.5892 

9.4 

2.2407 

0.5 

9.3069 


5.0 

1.6094 

9.5 

2.2513 

0.6 

9.4892 


5.1 

1.6292 

9.6 

2.2618 

0.7 

9.6433 


5.2 

1.6487 

9.7 

2.2721 

0.8 

9.7769 


5.3 

1.6677 

9.8 

2.2824 

0.9 

9.8946 


5.4 

1.6864 

9.9 

2.2925 

1.0 

0.0000 

5.5 

1.7047 

10 

2.3026 

1.1 

0.0953 

5.6 

1.7228 

11 

2.3979 

1.2 

0.1823 

5.7 

1.7405 

12 

2.4849 

1.3 

0.2624 

5.8 

1.7579 

13 

2.5649 

1.4 

0.3365 

5.9 

1.7750 

14 

2.6391 

1.5 

0.4055 

6.0 

1.7918 

15 

2.7081 

1.6 

0.4700 

6.1 

1.8083 

16 

2.7726 

1.7 

0.5306 

6.2 

1.8245 

17 

2.8332 

1.8 

0.5878 

6.3 

1.8405 

18 

2.8904 

1.9 

0.6419 

6.4 

1.8563 

19 

2.9444 

2.0 

0.6931 

6.5 

1.8718 

20 

2.9957 

2.1 

0.7419 

6.6 

1.8871 

25 

3.2189 

2.2 

0.7885 

6.7 

1.9021 

30 

3.4012 

2.3 

0.8329 

6.8 

1.9169 

35 

3.5553 

2.4 

0.8755 

6.9 

1.9315 

40 

3.6889 

2.5 

0.9163 

7.0 

1.9459 

45 

3.8067 

2.6 

0.9555 

7.1 

1.9601 

50 

3.9120 

2.7 

0.9933 

7.2 

1.9741 

55 

4.0073 

2.8 

1.0296 

7.3 

1.9879 

60 

4.0943 

2.9 

1.0647 

7.4 

2.0015 

65 

4.1744 

3.0 

1.0986 

7.5 

2.0149 

70 

4.2485 

3.1 

1.1314 

7.6 

2.0281 

75 

4.3175 

3.2 

1.1632 

7.7 

2.0412 

80 

4.3820 

3.3 

1.1939 

7.8 

2.0541 

85 

4.4427 

3.4 

1.2238 

7.9 

2.0669 

90 

4.4998 

3.5 

1.2528 

8.0 

2.0794 

95 

4.5539 

3.6 

1.2809 

8.1 

2.0919 

100 

4.6052 

3.7 

1.3083 

8.2 

2.1041 



3.8 

1.3350 

8.3 

2.1163 



3.9 

1.3610 

8.4 

2.1282 



4.0 

1.3863 

8.5 

2.1401 



4.1 

1.4110 

8.6 

2.1518 



4.2 

1.4351 

8.7 

2.1633 



4.3 

1.4586 

8.8 

2.1748 



4.4 

1.4816 

8.9 

2.1861 




Deduct 10 from each of the first nine values in column two. 




ANSWERS TO ODD-NUMBERED PROBLEMS 


9 - ' fcr 


Exercise 1-1 

o. (a) On the z-nx\s; (b) on the y-axis. 

7. (a) On a line bisecting the first and third quadrants; (b) on a line bisecting 
the second and fourth quadrants. 9. (0, 3 V 3 ), 9 V 3 square units. 

Exercise 1-2 

I* AI1 real values except 2 and -3; (b) 0 < x < 1 ; (c)3<x<4x>4 

X - 5/ V “ h 2V 1-r = x ^°-- co <y< (ie., all real values), (b) y = 5/x 

x - 5/y,each variable may take any real value except zero, (c) y = ± 

<1 3 <ie " the nUmeriCal ™ IUe ° f 1 ^ or greato 

5. I, -1, «■ + 1. 7. 4( + 3, 2( + 5, 2P + 3. 

F(* - 3 ) - W>) = *_Hf. 

x - 2 W 1+1 

Exercise 1-5 

I’ (3>2) - 3. (2,3), (-2,-3). 

7- (0,0), (2,8),^—2, —8). 

Exercise 2-1 

1. AB = 2, AC = 6, 5C = 4, .BA = -2 CA = -fi a 

>3. 7. ,3. 9. 3 V 2 . VS.VI5.VR. 29 . (0 _ 2) 

Exercise 2-2 

K (a > 1 > < b > 0; (c) V3; (d) -Vs- (e) -l o , 

>3. tai-W- 79"; tan B - S.’b. 8 3" : tan C “* e . 7 ' «' 

17. $ or —3. w ’ 1 “ 90 , and has no tangent. 

Exercise 2-3 

3 £ , a , ci :“ 1,; (b) <*»! M (2.6); (d) (M). 

7 SSI (i.4) e6mentS b,56Ct e “ Ch ° ther - 5 ' (->•"). (3,2). 
n - (¥,¥), (- Y, -|). J 3 the 811016 for median. 


5 - ( 1 , 2 ), (- 1 ,- 2 ). 
11- (3 ± VE, 2 ± 2>/5). 


Exercise 3-1 

l - y= -3x + 6; m= -3,6 = 6. 

5. y = -Jx - 2 ; m = —A 6 = -9 

~ + m = -$,b=i. ‘ 

13. m = 4, a = 3, 6 = -12 

17. m = i, a = 4, 6 = - 3 . 

21. m ~ _i, a = -f, 6 . - 2 . 

*5. y = 3.r — 4. 

31. y = -6. 


15. r = 3. 


3- y = 2x - m = 2 , 6 = _a 

7 - y = $x; m = J, 6 = 0. 

11. y = Ax - A; m = A. 5 = -A- 

15 . m = - I , a = - 4 , 6 = - 4 . 

19 . m = - a = 11 , 6 = V . 

27. y - -4 X 4 . s *’ JT *’ 6 *• 

33. 7x + 2. + >6 _ 0. 35.' " 6 ' 
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37. 2j + 3y = 6. 
43. 3x + 4y = 2. 
49. 2x - y = 5. 

55. y = 3. 

61. 6 x + 7 y = 11. 
67. 8x — 27 y = 58. 


Exercise 3-1 cont'd. 

39. 3x - 4y = 12. 

45. 21x + 22 y = 77. 

51. 2x - 3y + 4 = 0. 
57. 8x + 3y = 0. 

63. 2x + y - 2 = 0. 


41 . x + y + 2 = 0 . 

47 . 33 x + Ay + 22 = 0 . 
53 . x + 2y + 15 = 0 . 
59 . 6 x + y + 37 = 0 . 
65 . x = 3 . 

71 . 2 x - y + 1 = 0 . 


69. x = 0. 

75 . 2x — 3y = 5 , 3x + 2 y = 14. 77 . 7x + 5y - 41 = 0 , 5 x - 7y 4- 13 = 0 . 

79 . 8 x - y - 19 = 0 . x + 8y + 22 = 0 . 81 . y = 1 , x = - 1 . 

83. 9x + y — 63 = 0, x — 9y — 7 = 0. 

(a) x — Ay — 1 = 0, 3x — y = 3, 2x + 3y = 24. 

(b) 4x - 5y = 4, x + 7y = 23. 5x + 2y = 27; (V. 5). 

(c) 3x — 2y = 3. x -f 3y = 15. 4x + y = 18; (f?, ff). 

(d) 4x -f y = 21, x + 3y = 11, 3x - 2y = 10; (ff, ??)• 


85. 


Exercise 3-2 


3. 3V2. 


5. - 


5\/29 


7. 3. 


1 . ? $ • o. « • — 29 

9. 5. 11. 7x — Ay = D. 13. x + 2y = 2b. 15. Ax - ay = 4a. 

17. x -2y + 7 + k(ox - 7y - 3) = 0. 19. All pass through (0,4). 

21. All have the slope —f. 23. All pass through (0,3). 

25. All pass through the point of intersection of 4x — 7y — 7 = 0 and y = 0. 

27. The equations in order, omitting problems 22 and 25, are: 4x + 3y — 12 = 0, 

y = 2x - 6 , 9x + 2y = 27, x + y = 3, 7x + 3y = 21, 3x + 82y - 9 = 0. No 
line of the family of problem 22 or of problem 25 passes through (3,0). Why? 
29. 9x - 32 y + 19 = 0. 31. 34x - 55 = 0. 33. 24x -f 24y + 5 = 0. 

35. 20x + 25i/ + 62 = 0, 7x - 7 y - 16 = 0, 27x + 18y + 46 = 0. 

37. x - y = 5, 3x + 3y + 1 = 0. 


Exercise 4-1 


1. 3x' -f 2y' = 0. 

5. x'* + y"> = 4. 

9. (1,2), x' 1 II. + 1 r = 9. 

13. (-3, -1), x' J + 2 1/' 1 = 9. 
17. (- 2, - 2), i/'* + 10x' = 0. 


3. j/' 1 = 6x'. 

7. x'y' = 11. 

11. (3,2), x'y' = 14. 
15. (1,3), y'' + Ax' 


= 0 


1. y' + 2 = 0. 

7. y' 1 - 4x' = 0. 


Exercise 4-2 

3. x' 1 - y '* = 8. 
9. 45°. 

Exercise 4-3 


5. 3x'* + y' 1 = 2. 
11. 22|°. 


I. 3x' — 4y' = 0. 3. 6 = arc tan £, 5y' -f 6 = 0. 

5 0 = 45 0 , — 4y' — 4x' — 4 = 0. Then a translation yields y " 1 — 4x” = 0. 
7.6 = arc tan J, x ' 1 + 4y' J + 4x' - 16y' + 16 = 0. Then a translation gives 

+ 4y"* = 4. 

II. (x + 3)* = 0, two coincident lines. 

13. (x + \ - iV3t)(x + \ + iv^i) = 0 , no graph. 
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Exercise 5-1 

1. F( 1,0); ends of latus rectum (1, — 2), (1,2); directrix x = —1. 

3. F(0,-f); ends of latus rectum (-5,-f), (5,-$); directrix y = 

5. F(-J,0); ends of latus rectum (-f.-f), (-J.§); directrix Ax = 3. 
7. j / 1 = 12*. 9 . yi = 24x. li. x* 

13. 3z* + 16y = 0. 15. = _ x . 17 x . 


-12 y . 

400;/. 


Exercise 5-2 

1. F(0,±4); l'(0,±5);fl(±3,0); (±?,-4), (±?,4). 

3. ^(±5,0); r(± 13,0); 5(0,±12); (-5,± W). (5.±W)- 
5. F(±2^6fi); F(±7,0);2*(0,±5); (2V6,±V). (-2v / G.±V). 
7. m±V2l); F(0,±5); fi(±2,0); (±f.- VT\), (iJ.v'Sl). 

9. ^(0,±\/3); F(0,±2); £(±1,0); (±*.-\/3), (±*,V3). 


,L Tg + l’->- 

t7 £ + B ->- 

“■fj + fs - 1, 


'*•£ + ?-'• 
,9 ife+S = >- 


r 2 I / 2 

I5 - + - 1 


25. 91.4 and 94.fi million miles. 


Exercise 5-3 


E V<±4,0 );JP( sfc 5 i 0);§;J-j-O.I + J-0. 

3. m±3); Vi3); §; § - | - 0, f + \ = 0 . 

5. r(±2,0);/!'(±5 I 0);21;f + -^ = «o > *_ JL- = 0 

2 v ^21 2 y / o \ 

7. r(0,±6); F( 0,± 6V2); 12; r + y = 0> i - y = 0. 


9. ±- - £ 
16 9 


ll . 

21 4 


I -5 — •" x 

5 - 16 ~ 20 ~ 1- 


16. 


Exercise 5-4 

l- £ -<>• I t : ?: £ ?• s t + „ 

° 5 V - V , 4 £: % "■ (s - 3)1 - 12( * - 2 >- ' 3 - *• - *>*<* - ■>. 

„ + ~~nr- - '• Ce " to <«>; me, mo,e ; me. w ; 

^ w,V) t tf(5,8). 

17 ( y + 3)* f (x — 4)t _ 

3 + ~2~ = L Center (4.-3); l"(4,-3-V3), V(4,~3+V3); 

F ^ r 2 ] i B ’ (4 ~ v/5 '- 3 >. s » + ^,- 3 ). 


19. , (x - 5)» , 

23 — 3)* y* 

16 - 9 = *■ C(3 -°): *"(-1,0), r ( 7,0); F'( —2,0), F( 8,0). 


2 i. 1* + *>* + (y + n» , 

13 ^ 9 = »• 
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Exercise 5-4 cont’d. 

25 . ( g - ~ ' 3) ~ _ (J + 4) * = 1. C(-4,3); F'(-4,-l), F(-4,7); F'(-4,-3), 
F( —4,9). 

27 (I ~ 1)2 - ^ - 3)* _ , 90 Cx ~ 3)’ _ (y - 2)» _ . 

9 4 29- 7 9 L 

37. Ellipse. 39. Hyperbola. 41. Hyperbola. 43. Parabola. 

45. x = — y — 1, x = 2 y. Hence the graph is two intersecting lines. 

49. The greatest value is 


Exercise 6-1 


1. 0. 3. -5. 

9. 3x*. 11. 6 *-4. 

17. —12x _s + 10x~ 5 . 

21. D,y = 2r; 2 x — y = 1. 

25. D,y = 2x — 4; y = —4. 

29. D z y = — 4x _s + 4x’; y = 2. 


5. 4x>. 7. 2. 

13. — 3x -4 . 15. -1/x*. 

19. — 4/x s . 

23. D x y = —1/x*; x + y + 2 = 0. 

27. D x j/ = 4x J - 8x; 16 x - y = 32. 


Exercise 6-2 

I. (0,2), maximum point. The slope is positive when x < 0 and negative when 
x > 0. 

3. (2,-4) minimum point. The slope is negative when x < 2 and positive 
when x > 2. 

5. (3,10), maximum point. The slope is positive when x < 3 and negative 
when x > 3. 

7. (0,0), neither a maximum nor a minimum point. The slope is negative at 
all points except the origin. 

9. The slope is zero at (1,J) and is positive at all other points. 

II. ( —1,1), maximum point; (0,0), minimum point. The slope is positive when 
x < — 1 and when x > 0. The slope is negative when — 1 < x < 0. 

13. (0,4), maximum point; (2,0), minimum point. The slope is positive when 
x < 0 and when x > 2. The slope is negative when 0 < x < 2. 

15. (0,0), (1,-1). 17. (0,1), (l.tf). 

19. (0,1), (1,$), (2,1). 21. (-1.A). 0,-tt). 


Exercise 6-3 

1. A square 100 yds. on a side. 

5 10— 2y/l _ j 57 j n approximately. 

9. Radius 2 in., height 4 in. 


3. 2000 sq. yd. 

7. 6' by 6' by 3'. 

,, 250,000 

11. —^— cu. in. 


Exercise 7-1 

1. Period r, amplitude 1. 3. Period 6 ir, amplitude 1. 

5. Period ^tt. 7. Period Jtt. 9. Period 11 . Period 4, amplitude 2. 
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Exercise S-l 

3. i/ 2 - Gx - 4y + 13 = 0. 

7. x 5 + y 1 - 8x + 2y + 9 = 0. 

11. 3x 2 - y' + lOx - 25 = 0. 

15 . Equation of path: (1 - e 2 )x 2 -hi/ 2 — 2 kx + Ic* = 0 . When 0 < e < 1. 
the coefficients of x 2 and j/ 2 are of like sign and unequal and the path is an ellipse 
When e > 1 the coefficients of x 2 and y* are of unlike signs and the path is a hy¬ 
perbola. When e = 1, the equation becomes y 2 = 2 k{x - \k) and the path is'a 
parabda When y = 0, we have (1 - e 2 )x 2 - 2ix + k* = 0. and x = <1-/(1 + e ), 

*/(l - e). Hence the vert.ces are at (i/I + e.0) and (i/1 - f ,0). The center 
midway between the vertices, is (i/I — e 2 ,0). 

17. x 2 + y' - 5x - y = 0. 19. y = 2x 2 - 3x. 


1. (x - 2) 2 + {y + 3) ! = 25. 
5. x 2 + i, 2 = 25. 

9. i/ 2 - 2y + 16x + 65 = 0. 
13. 9x 2 - 16y 2 = 144. 


Exercise 8-2 


We assume that the data 
retention of three significant 
!• y - -0.718x -f 8.71. 


in the remaining problems of Chapter 8 justify the 
figures in the answers. 

3. ij = O.lOOx + 10.0. 5. N = 1380f + 6300. 


1. y -= 0.i2i*»-'». 

l- y ~ 2.00 ■ 10 ° ' ,l * 

5. T = 99.5 • lO' 0 0935 ' 


Exercise 8-3 

3. t = 0.259s° * ss . 5 . f 

Exercise 8-4 

3 - y = 9.91 log x + 3.03. 

7. V = 3.87 log P - 0.828. 


103tr> M . 


if —i 

1. Other coordinates of (3,60°): (-3,240°), (-3 -120°) (3 - 300»1 OiK 

coordinates of (6,-30°); (6,330°), (-6 150°) (-fi'-210°l Ofh 300 0l ^ 

represented ^, 3 (0,0)^ .vhere^i is ^ " ^ ^ U m./b’e 


1- (0,4). 

9- (-9,0). 

17. (4,150°). 

23. p sin 0 = — 4 . 

27. p = D 


Exercise 9-2 

3 - < 7 >°)- 5. (0,8). 

H- (3.0°). 13. (1,180°). 

19. (5,143°), nearest degree. 

25. tan d = — 3 . 


7. (-3v/3,3). 
15. (2,45°). 

21. (13,247°). 


A cos 6 -f B sin d' 
31. p 2 cos 20 = a 1 . 

35. y = o. 

39. x 2 + y 2 - 8x = 0. 

43. X 2 — y* = a J. 

47. 3x« - z/ 2 + 8x + 4 = 0. 


29. p 2 sin 0 cos 0 = a 2 . 

33. p 2 = a * sin 2d. 

37. x 2 + y 2 - 2x - 2y 
41. x = G. 

45. »/ 2 + 6x - 9 = 0. 
49. x - 2y + 5 = 0. 


0. 
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Exercise 9-4 

7. Center (4,0°), radius 4. 9. Center (5,270°), radius 5. 

11. (a) p 1 — 8p cos 0 + 12 = 0; (b) p 5 — 8p sin 6 + 12 = 0; 

(c) p — 4 cos 0 = 0. 


Exercise 9-6 


I. (1,60°), (1,300°). 

5. (a,90°), (a,270°). 

II. (1,0°), (-1,233°). 
13. (1,60°). 

17. (3,180°). 


3. (3>/2,45°), (3\/2,315°). 

7. (2,0°). 9. (§,60°), (§,300°). 

Arc sin ( — §) = 233°, to the nearest degree. 

15. (1,60°), (1,300°). 

19. (2,60°), (2,300°), (-1,180°). 


1. 3x + y = 6 . 

7. 9x* + 16t/ a = 144. 

13. x 1 - y* = 1. 

17. 2x l - 2xy + y* - 1. 


Exercise 10-1 

3. xy = 6. 5. x* + 9y = 9. 

9. X s + y* = 2x. 11. x 1 + 4y = 4. 

15 x* + xy - 1 = 0. 

19. y* - x* = 4. 


Exercise 10-2 

1. x = 40 v^2<, y = 40 \/2< - 16P; x* - 200x + 200y = 0. The greatest height 
is 50 feet, and the ball strikes the ground 100 feet away. 

3 . x = Vot, y = —igf 7 ', y = — jpv In 2 seconds the projectile falls 60 feet and 

travels 2vo feet horizontally. 


1. — 2i -f- 8j, 6i 
_ 3i + 4j 
5 ' 5 

13 1,1. 


Exercise 12-1 


2j- 


7. 


12i - 5j 
13 

15. Vl3, - 


3. 2i - 6j, 4i + 2j. 
i + 2j 

VE ' 


9. 




3 


Vl3 


17. 4i - j. 


Exeecise 12-2 

1 . 11. 3. Vl02. ^ 

5. AB = — 6i — 6j, BC = -6j - 6k, CA = 6i + 12j + 6k. The lengths are 

6 -s/2, 6 V2, 6V6. 

7. AB = i + 2j + 2k, BC = — 3i — 3j, CA = 2i + j — 2k. The lengths are 
3, 3V2, 3. 

Gi + 3j - 6k 2 i ~i_r 3 * . 

9 v^4 

13. 4i + §j, to the mid-point; 3i - j + 4k and 5 i + j + k, to the trisection 


points. 

15. Center (-2,1,-3), radius V14. 


17. i + 2j + 2k. 
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Exercise 12-3 

1. —2, — fr. 3. 13, 5. ^\3, V(i — j — k) 

7- 55°. 9. 64°, 90°, 26°. 

Exercise 12-4 

1. 3z - 2y + 5z - 11 = 0. 3 2x — 3y — \z = 8 . 

5. 3x + 9i/ — 4z - 0. 7. 2x + 3</ — 4z — 2 = 0. 

9 - 11. 13 $v/ 6 . 15. 0 

Exercise 12-5 

1. 2i + j‘ + 3k; (0.-5.-12). (10,0,3). (8,-1,0). 

3. 3i - j + 2k; (0,1,2), (3,0,4), (-3,2,0). 

,x-4 y + 3 z- 5 

-2- 3 = 4 ■’ * = 4 - 2t, y = - 3 + 3t, z = 5 + At. 




INDEX 


Abscissa, 1 

Addition of ordinates, 75, 105 
Aids in graphing, 6, 130 
Amplitude, 100 
Analytic proofs, 28 
Angle 

between two lines, 24 
between two planes, 180 
between two vectors, 176 
vectorial, 120 
Angles, direction, 184 
Applications of conics, 74 
Asymptotes, 13, 71 
Axes 

coordinate. 1, 151 
of ellipse, 65 
of hyperbola, 70 
rotation of, 49 
translation of, 45 
x, y, and z in space, 151 
Axis 

of parabola, 59 
polar, 120 

Best-fitting line, 110 

Cardioid, 131 
Center, 65, 70 
Circle 

equations of, 64, 76, 127, 142 
through three points, 108 
involute of, 149 
Cissoid of Diodes, 150 
Components of a vector, 170 
Cone 

right circular, 56 
elliptic, 165 
Conics, 56 

applications of, 75 
degenerate, 56, 58 
identification of, 79 
in polar coordinates, 128 
simplified equations of, 53, 57 
standard forms of equations of, 75, 


Conic section, 56 
Conjugate axis, 70 
Constant, 3 
Constant e, the, 103 
Coordinates 
polar, 120 

polar to rectangular, 122 
rectangular, 1 
rectangular to polar, 121 
space, 151 

Cosines, direction, 184 
Curve fitting, 109 
Curves 

exponential, 103 
inverse trigonometric, 101 
logarithmic, 104 
trigonometric, 98 
Cycloid, 147 
curtate, 148 
prolate, 148 
Cylinder, 153 
Cylindrical surface, 153 

Decreasing function, 89 
Degenerate conic, 56, 58 
Dependent variable, 4 
Derivatives, 85 
formulas for, 86 
used in graphing, 89 
Descartes, 1 
Directed line, 17 
Directed line segment, 17 
Direction angles, 184 
Direction cosines, 184 
Directrix of a parabola, 60 
Distance 

between two points, 18, 19 
from a line to a point, 37, 38 
from a plane to a point, 179, 181 
Double-valued, 4 
Dot product, 174 

Eccentricity, 68, 73 
i Element of a cylinder, 154 
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Ellipse, 64-68 
in polar coordinates, 128 
parametric equations of. 142 
Ellipsoid, 159 
Elliptic cone, 165 
Elliptic paraboloid, 163 
Empirical equation, 109 
Equation 
empirical, 109 
of a given curve, 107 
graph of, 5, 124 
locus of, 5, 152 
Equation of the first degree 
general form of, 31 
intercept form of, 33 
normal form of, 39 
point-slope form of, 33 
slope-intercept form of, 32 
in three variables, 155 
two-point form of, 33 
Equation of second degree 
general form of, 52, 56 
simplified forms of, 53 , 57 
standard forms of, 75 , 76 
in three variables, 156 
Equations of a line, 181 
in polar coordinates, 126, 127 
Equilateral hyperbola, 73 
Excluded vnlues, 133 
Exponential curve, 103 
Exponential equation, 103 

Exponential formula, 117 

Extent of graph, 8 
Extreme value, 100 

Family of lines, 40 

Foci r ° Ugh intersection of lines, 41 

of ellipse, 65 
of hyperbola, 70 
Focus of a parabola, 60 
Focus-directrix property, 59 , 128 
four-leaved rose, 133 
Function, 3 
decreasing, 89 
increasing, 89 
periodic, 98 
transcendental, 98 


General linear equation, 31, 155 
Graph, 5 
extent of, 8 

of equation in factored form. 10 
of parametric equations, 143 
of polar coordinate equations, 124 
of sum of two functions, 75, 105 
Graphing, aids in, 6 , 130 
Graphs, intersections of, 11 , 138 

Horizontal segment. 18 
Hyperbola. 70-73 
in polar coordinates, 128 
Hyperbolic paraboloid, 164 
Hyperboloid 
of one sheet, 160 
of two sheets, 161 
Hypocycloid of four cusps, 150 

Identification of a conic, 79 
Inclination of a line, 21 
Increasing function, 89 
Independent variable. 4 
Intercept form of equation, 33 
Intercepts, 6 

Intersections of graphs, 11 , 138 
Invariant, 80 

Inverse trigonometric functions, 101 
Involute of a circle, 149 

Lntus rectum. 60, 67, 70 
Least squares, method of, 110 
Lemniscate, 135 
Limayon, 134 
Line 

best-fitting, 110 
directed, 17 

inclination of, 21 
slope of, 21 

Linear equution, 11 , 155 
Line segment 
formula for length, 18, 19 
formulas for division of. 28 
formulas for mid-point, 27 
Ix)cus of an equation, 5 , 31, 152 
Logarithm, definition of, 104 
Logarithmic curve, 104 
Logarithmic formula, 117 
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Logarithmic paper, 114 
Logarithmic spiral, 136 

Major axis, 65 
Maximum of a function. 92 
Maximum point, 92 
Method of least squares, 110 
Mid-point formulas, 27 
Minimum of a function, 92 
Minimum point, 92 
Minor axis, 65 

Nonlinear fits, 113 

Octant, 151 
Ordinate, 1 

Ordinates, addition of, 78, 105 
Origin, 1, 120 

Parabola, 58-63 
in polar coordinates, 128 
Parameter, 40, 141 
Parametric equations, 141 
of a circle, 142 
of a cycloid, 147 
of an ellipse, 142 
of a line, 182 

of path of a projectile, 146 
Path of a projectile. 146 
Period of a function, 98 
Periodic function, 98 
Plane, equation of, 178 
Point-slope form, 33 
Polar axis, 120 
Polar coordinates, 120 
of conics, 128 
of lines, 126, 127 
to rectangular coordinates, 122 
Pole, 120 

Power formula, 114 
Projectile, path of, 146 
Projecting plane, 180 
Prolate cycloid, 148 
Proofs, analytic, 28 

Quadrant, 1 

Quadric surface, 156, 157 


Radius vector, 120 
Range, 4 

Reciprocal spiral, 136 
Rectangular coordinates, 1 
to polar coordinates, 121 
Rectangular hyperbola, 73 
Residual of a point, 110 
Rose curves, 133 
Rotation of axes, 49 

Scalar, 167 
product, 174 
projection, 175 

Second degree equation, 52, 156 
Semilogarithmic paper, 117 
Simplified equations of conics, 51, 53, 
57 

Single-valued, 4 
Slant segment, 18 
Slope 

of a curve, 84 
of a line, 21 
formula for, 23 
Slope-intercept form, 32 
Space coordinates, 151 
Spirals, 136 

Standard forms of equations, 75, 76 
Surface 

cylindrical, 154 
quadric, 156 
of revolution, 160 
Symmetric equations of a line, 182 
Symmetry, 7 
tests for, 8, 132 
System of lines, 41 

Tangent to a curve, 84 
Tangent lines at the origin, 131 
Traces, 155 

Transcendental functions, 98 
Transformation of coordinates, 45 
Translation of axes, 45 
Transverse axis, 70 
Trigonometric curves, 98 
Two-point form, 33 

L T nit vector, 170 
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Variable, 3 
dependent, 4 
independent, 4 
Vectorial angle, 121 
Vectors, 167 
components of, 170, 172 
difference of, 168 
direction of, 167 
magnitude of, 167 
in a plane, 169 


Vectors (cont'd) 
in space, 172 
projection of, 175 
scalar product of two, 174 
sum of, 168 
Vertex, 59, 65, 70 
Vertical segment, IS 

Witch of Agnesi, 149 



